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PRESIDENT'S REPORT OF ASSOCIATION WORK. 



A History, 



The Pittsburgh Playground Association is so constantly 
in receipt of requests for reports of its work covering. a number 
of years and giving an idea of the growth of the movement in 
this city, that the annual reports for the earlier years are now 
out of print and our supply is exhausted. For this reason the 
President has decided to make her report a brief history of the 
work, at the same time giving heartfelt if inadequate expres- 
sion to her appreciation of the labors of the band of women 
who have brought it to its present stage of development. The 
number of playgrounds and schools for each year and their 
cost will be found at the end of the Treasurer's report : 

From the modest opening of a little playground in the 
Forbes School yard in 1896, no one could have predicted the 
present scope and importance of the playground system of 
Pittsburgh, yet the elements of its plan were all contained in 
the methods adopted by the three members of the Civic Club, 
Mrs. John B. Heron, Mrs. John M. Oakley, and the writer, . 
who looked more than anxiously at the group of sixty discon- 
solate yet curious children, and said, "What shall we do with 
them?" The inspiration came when it was decided to divide 
them into two 'groups according to age and to let the two kin- 
dergartners installed as Director and Assistant arrange a sim- 
ple program of free play, directed games, songs and stories. 
From the beginning the trained teacher and the program for 
certain definite hours have been the- order of the day while the 
playground committee watched the experiment to supervise, 
suggest and direct its development. 

When, after four years* patient watchcare, the Civic 
Club found the growing burden too heavy for its limited corps 
of workers, the President of the Twentieth Century Club called 
the other club presidents in conference in order to secure the 
strong support of the women's clubs. Each club contributed 
helpers and money to supplement the small city appropriation 
which we had now secured and the enthusiasm and earnest-' 
ness of the new forces carried us far beyond our former limits 
and developed new lines of activity. Playground excursions 
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6 PITTSBURGH PLAY GROUNDS, VACATION 

were inaugurated and the children were taken by schools to 
the parks or to private grounds. Mrs. Charles B. McLean or- 
ganized and directed the various committees, Mrs. James 
H. Reed arranged for the transportation and Mrs. John B. 
Heron planned the outings, assisted by a large number of 
volunteers. The next year Miss 'M. E. Stevenson assumed 
this responsible task and carried it to a successful conclusion. 
We remember our excursion days with pleasure but also with 
relief that they are over. Two of the excursionists, Miss Stev- 
enson and Miss Eliza D. Armstrong, attended nine of the out- 
ings during the second season in person, while several others 
were nearly as energetic. But our machinery was inadequate 
for such wholesale picnics. The element of danger was thought 
too great and the following year they were dropped. 

Meantime the playground idea was being developed more 
consistently in our experimental Vacation School, where for 
two years Mrs. George H. Wilson and her efficient aids, Mrs. 
S. B. M. Hooker and }kliss Marie Willard, patiently worked 
out for us a model, the main features of which are continued 
in the schools and parks to-day. No one who has not been in 
a similar position can appreciate the labor, the patience and the 
insight required in adapting sound educational principles to 
the new conditions of the Vacation School and in achieving 
any appreciable results during its short term. But in 1902 the 
need for industrial work in all the playgrounds was recognized 
as urgent. After a careful survey of the field the committee 
resolved to discontinue the excursions and our one specialized 
school and with the money thus saved to engage two addition- 
al teachers for each playground. It was soon discovered that 
we had a small and crude vacation school at each center. The 
daring of this undertaking would have been disastrous had 
not our committee chairmen come to the rescue with superb 
devotion. The names of these women should be included in 
even a brief history of our work. They were Mrs. H. T. 
Wright, Mrs. Mattie Patterson, Mrs. J. M. Coleberry, Mrs. 
F. D. Glover, Miss C. J. Phillips, Mrs. Edwin Miller, Miss 
Helen Grimes, Mrs. Samuel Miller, Mrs. J. J. Covert, Mrs. 
E. B. Scull, Miss May Weidman, Mrs. Howard Morton, Mrs. 
John Cowley and Mrs. Frank McKinney. An auxiliary school 
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SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS. 7 

was conducted by the Columbian Council. One person, with- 
out whom our success that year would have been virtually im- 
possible, was Miss Jennie D. Bradley who, seeing the difficul- 
ties of the situation, installed herself as private secretary to 
the general Chairman. She made daily visits that summer with 
the volunteer supeprintendent and added to her genius for de- 
tails and general ability an untiring devotion to the work. Each 
one of the local chairmen was present or in rare cases provided 
a deputy every morning of the time. The end of the season, 
however, found several of them quite exhausted after the 
unaccustomed labors and responsibilities whic'h had been added 
to their usual home cares. In 1903 a head teacher wcus in- 
stalled at each of the Pittsburgh schools, thus relieving the 
chairmen of the necessity for daily attendance, though many 
of them continued to find the schools irresistible magnets. 
Then Allegheny gave its first appropriation for playgrounds. 
This was secured by the indefatigable efforts of Mrs. John M. 
Cowley, Chairman of the Fifth Ward Playground, and in rec- 
ognition of her labors she was promptly made Vice-Chairman 
for Allegheny. We had for some years tried to interest the 
Allegheny Board of School Controllers, but they did not 
show any desire to follow the example of the Pittsburgh 
Board of Education and the money was finally obtained from 
Councils. The three playgrounds hitherto maintained in Al- 
legheny had been supported entirely by private contributions. 

After two years of more extended work on the North Side 
of the river, we found that the Allegheny system of finance and 
education differed materially from that of Pittsburgh, and that, 
in order to meet their requirements, we were obliged to con- 
duct two entirely different sets of schools and playgrounds, 
while in addition we were handling five distinct funds: the 
Central Board appropriation and the Recreation Ground ap- 
propriation from Pittsburgh, the Playground appropriation 
from Allegheny Councils and funds from two sets of contribu- 
tors which must not be confused. The Joint Committee felt 
that it was quite impossible for an organization to operate 
successfully under these conditions and a division was effected 
in order that the Allegheny growth might be unhampered as 
well as to relieve the General Chairman and the Treasurer of 
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Association and began the active work the last week in June, 
although he had previously made two visits of a week each to 
Pittsburgh, looking over the field and doing some tentative 
work. An office secretary was next considered and Miss Phil- 
lips, our present secretary, came to us January, 1907, and has 
given us most faithful and efficient service. 

On account of severe illness in the family of Mrs. George 
Oliver, our Corresponding Secretary, and her inability to at- 
tend the meetings, Mrs. Robert D. Coard was appointed Cor- 
responding Secretary pro tem. 

Our interest was sustained and increased by the report 
which our President brought back to us from the meeting of 
the Social Education Congress held in Boston and the second 
Playground Association of America meeting which was held 
in Chicago and attended by both our President and Treasurer. 
Our President also took an active part at Harrisburg in the 
Legislative action of the Child Labor Law, which was en- 
dorsed by the Association. 

The temporary Art Gallery at the entrance to Schenley 
Park was purchased and removed to Washington Park, there 
to be rebuilt. Mrs. Joseph Moore was Chairman of the Car- 
nival Committee, and with her Committee conducted a booth 
at the Ice and Milk Carnival held at Duquesne Gardens in 
May. 

The members of the Association were requested to attend 
a Memorial service held at the Chamber of Commerce as a 
tribute of respect to the memory of Miss Kate C. McKnight. 

There was no children's work done at Twenty-second 
Street Park or Second Avenue Park on account of grading and 
various repairs, although ball games were played at Twenty- 
second Street Park. 

Arsenal Park was formally opened the Fourth of July,, 
and much official interest was taken by the different civil and 
military organizations of the city. The Lawrenceville Board 
of Trade have been foster brothers assisting us in every man- 
ner. The Daughters of the American Revolution presented a 
flag to the City for Arsenal Park and the Daughters of 1812 
presented a flag to Lawrence Park. A most enjoyable Play 
Festival was held at Washington Park, August eighth, 1907. 
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Sun-Bonnet8 at Soho— Each Child Made the Bonnet She Wears. 




Som^ Babies and Their Little Mothers at Washington Park. 
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SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS. 13 

Mrs. L. O. Livingstone, the Chairman of the Gardens 
Committee of- Arsenal Park, with her Committee, brought 
their season's work to a successful close, assisted by Mr. 
George H. Whitcher. 

The new Field House at Lawrence Park was almost com- 
pleted at the time of the Annual Meeting and at the opening 
a reception was to be tendered Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. 

Six Parks, six small Playgrounds and nine Vacation 
Schools have been conducted this season. We have had an 
addition of one park and four playgrounds. Five regular 
meetings have been held and fourteen board meetings. Four- 
teen clubs and associations were associated in the work: — 

Columbian Cbtmcil of Jewish Women. 

Epoch Club. 

Ladies' Mitten Club. 

Twentieth Century Club. 

Tuesday Musical Club. 

Dolly Madison Chapter, U. S. D., 1812. 

Lawrenceville New Century Club. 

Pittsburgh Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion. 

New Era Club. 

Teachers' Art Club. 

Traveller's Club. 

Woman's Club of Pittsburgh. 

Woman's Southern Society. 

Pittsburgh Colony of New England Women. 

The Schools and Parks were under the patronage of the 
following Clubs and Chairmen : — 

Schools, Chairmen and Clubs. 
Forbes — Forbes and Stevenson streets. Miss Minnie R. Kuhn ; 

Woman's Club of Pittsburgh. 
South — ^Ross and Diamond streets, Mrs. Howard Morton; 

Hancock — Webster avenue, head of Seventh, Mrs. Zant 
Miller; New Era. 
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Moorhead — Granville and Enoch streets, Mrs. M. A. Good- 
stone; Columbian Council of Jewish Women. 

O'Hara — Twenty-fifth and Smallman streets, Mrs. George 
Hubbard; Travellers. 

Andrews — Ella street, near Liberty street, Mrs. Henry Bar- 
ton; Epoch. 

Greenfield — Greenfield avenue, Hazelwood, Mrs. Warren E!- 
sey; New Era. 

Wickersham — Thirtieth and Carson streets, S. S., Mrs. Wm. 
H. Carothers. 

Riverside — West Carson street, S. S. 

Parks. 

Washington — ^Bedford avenue and Fulton street, Mrs. Mattie 
J. Patterson. 

South Side — Ninth and Carson streets, Mrs. Samuel S. Miller. 

Lawrenceville — Forty-sixth and Butler streets, Mrs. A. C. 
Smith. 

Arsenal — Penn avenue and Thirty-ninth street, Parks Com- 
mittee. 

Denny — Thirty-sixth and Liberty streets. 

Ormsby — Twenty-second street, S. S., Mrs. Samuel A. Am- 
mon. 

Playgrounds. 

Hazelwood — Second avenue, near Marion Junction, Mrs. 

Warren Elsey. 
Thirty-ninth Ward (Elliott), Mrs. Samuel S. Miller. 
Bayard Square — Twelfth and Thirteenth streets, on Liberty 

avenue (Adam's Market.) 
Second Avenue — Below Grant street, Mrs. Howard Morton. 
Soho Playground — ^Mrs. P. J. O'Connor. 

Mellon — ^Rear Temporary News Boys' Home, Webster avenue. 
Jennie Johnston Wray, Secretary. 
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DONATIONS TO OFFICE. 



Miss -Julia Morgan Harding, i "Wells Filing Cabinet"; 
Miss M. E. Stevenson, i screen; Mrs. Omar Scott Decker, 
drop light, library table, three rugs (i large and 2 small) ; Mrs. 
Joseph H. Moore, i screen and all curtains of office; Mrs. H. 
B. Birch and Jimmie Geary, painting of floors, signs on 
doors, and bronzing radiators; Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon, i 
"Globe" Office File, five sections, i small packing box, i 
kitchen cabinet, i combination desk; Miss Beulah Kennard, 
large ink stand and picture of the Playground Association of 
America : Mrs. John W. Pontefract, i clock. 



DONATIONS TO LAWRENCE PARK FIELD HOUSR 



United States Glass Company, i barrel glassware; Mrs. 
Joseph H. Aloore, i fancy cover for bed ; Mrs. Omar Scott 
Decker, i small stove. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 
EXPENDITURES 1907. 
Paid to special accounts — 

" " Expenses of Delegate to Annual meeting of 
Playground Association of America, held 
in Chicago. June, 1907 $ 35 00 

" " Expenses of Mothers* Meetings 16 00 

" " Legal Services 50 00 

" " Pittsburgh Railways Company — Car-fare 
tickets for children taken to Play-festival 
at Washington Park 32 60 

** *• Photographic work 136 80 

$ 270 30 

" " Extra & incidental Recreation Park expenses $ 95 38 

" " Flower Committee expenses 20 00 

" *' Incidental expense accounts of Supervisors 

and Head Teachers 102 53 

•• '• Salaries of Sui>ervl3ors of Supplies 96 00 

*• •* Incidental accounts of Supervisors of sup- 
plies, including local expressage 95 00 

" " Salary and travelling expenses of Superin- 
tendent 255 25 

** ** Appropriation for President's expenses in 
Department of Supervision for the five 
months prior to the arrival of the Super- 
intendent—June 24. 1907 225 00 

* *' Office Rent 600 00 

*' " Rent of Assembly room 8 00 

" •• Office furniture and fixings 268 71 

" " Salary of Office Secretary and Stenographer 558 00 

** " Telephone service 77 66 

" ** Stamps, expressage. and incidental supplies 

including stationery for office 147 03 

•* *' Printing and Postage for Treasurer's Depart- 
ment, including voucher, check and order 
books 80 80 

" •* General printing and postage, including print- 
ing and mallmg Reports for 1906 276 76 

" " Consolidated Ice Company — service for office 

and teachers 65 00 

" " Clean Towel service for office and teachers.. 36 50 

3,007 62 

*' " Equipment and supplies for ten Playgrounds 

and nine Vacation schools 1,378 41 

$ 4,656 33 
Paid to salaries of teachers in Departments of 

Supervision and Institute classes $832 50 

" •• Head Teachers (in nine Vacation Schools).. 650 00 

" " Kindergarten Directors 601 70 

" " Kindergarten Assistants 329 00 

" " Manual Training 686 00 

" " Physical Training 595 25 

" " Sewing Department 550 40 

** ** Art 544 63 

" " Nature Study 103 20 

•* •• Cooking ^?i AA 

" " Accompanists 390 00 

" " Basketry ' ^^^ ^^ 5,797 73 

" " Janitors ^^I 22 

'* " Janitors for extra service . ^ j _t , 

unitized bv V^OrVi^Jj^ 

Total expenditures Tir.081 06 

Edith D. Ammon, Treasurer. 
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RECEIPTS 1907 

By balance from 1906 accounts $ 344 39 

'* Appropriation by Central Board of Education for school- 
yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools 7,600 00 

" Individual Contributors 2.381 50 

" Women's Clubs and Associations 330 00 

" Jiilk and Ice Fund 59 00 

" BoBter Brown Benefit at Alvln Theatre 169 30 

" Associate Membership Fees 8 00 

" Rent of Committee Room 10 00 

" Refunds from over charge 1906 accounts $ 7 00 

Senrices of Clerk in office hours 1 50 

Department of Supervision (President) . . 25 00 
Department of Supervision of supplies... 38 00 

Basketry Department 1 20 

Sewing Department 15 78 

Flower Committee 24 

Wrapping paper (sold) 80 

Incidental expense accounts of Depart- 
ment Supervisors and Head Teachers 39 35 

128 87 

Receipts $10,931 06 

" Loan for rent of offices 413-414 Bijou Building for the 

months of October, November and December 150 00 

Total Receipts $11,081 06 



RECAPITULATION. 



Received by Balance $ 344 39 

" Appropriation 7,500 00 

" Ojntributions 2,711 50 

" Benefit entertainments 169 30 

" Milk and Ice Fund 59 00 

'* AsQlOciate memfbershi^) fees 8 00 

" Rent 10 00 

" Refunds 128 87 

" Loan 150 00 

$11,081 06 

Expended — Oeneral expenses $3,277 92 

" Equipment and supplies 1,378 41 

Teachers* salaries 5,797 73 

Janitors' salaries and extra service 627 00 

$11,081 06 



Edith D. Am men, Treasurer. 
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RECREATION PARK DEPARTMENT 

APPROPRIATION 116. 

February 1, 1907, to February 1, 1908 

Appropriation by (Councils 136.000 00 

Transferred from Contingent Fund by ordinance of Councils 
for erection of Field House In Washington Recreation 
Park 10,000 00 

$46,000 00 

Balance in 1906 Appropriation $4,368 29 

Transferred to Department of Public Works to com- 
plete amount of contract for erection of Field 
House in Lawrence Park 4,262 26 

Balance 106 03 

Available fund for 1907 expenses $46,106 03 

Warrants Issued by City Controller. 

Item 1: — 
Washington Recreation Park, Bedford Ave. & Fulton St $ 3,000 00 

Paid to:— 

Equipment and supplies $ 498 92 

Teachers' salaries 1,597 85 

Custodian's salary 900 00 

2,996 77 

Balance $ 3 23 

Item 2: — 

Washington Recreation Park — permanent improvements ... $15,000 00 
Paid to: — 

Contract for moving Temporary Art Gallery, Schen- 
ley Park, to Washington Recreation Park, 
archictect's feee, labor, storing material $5,004 45 

Contract for erection of Field House and Architect's 
fees due to date (total amount of contract 
$9,489 50) 7,953 46 

12.957 91 

Balance $ 2,042 09 

Item 3:— 

Lawrence Park, Butler and 46th Streets — permanent im- 
provements $10,000 00 

Transferred to Department of Public Works, by ordi- 
nance of Oounells, to complete contract for 
extra work on excavating for foundation for 

Field House $ 685 30 

Paid to: — 

Contracts for completion of Field House and Archi- 
tect's fees 3.191 21 

Laying gas pipes, fixtures, erecting out-door and in- 
door Gymnasium Apparatus, and purchase of 
same, erection of Flag Pole, Baseball backstop 
and shield 1,150 06 

Amount due on contract for erection of Pergola, 
Sand Courts, and Wading Pool, extra excavat- 
ing and Architect's fees (total amount of con- 
tract $4,321 00) 830 00 

5,866 67^ 
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Balance $ 4,143 43 

(Continued.) 
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Items 4 and 5: — 
Lawrence Park $ 3,000 00 

Paid to: — 

Fnmislilng building, heat, light, equipment and sup- 
plies $1,119 96 

Teachers' salaries j 1,803 50 

Custodian's salary 562 50 

$ 3,485 96 



Items 6 and 7: — 
South Side Recreation Park, Ninth and Carson Streets $ 3,000 00 

Paid to:— • 

Equipment and supplies $ 855 90 

Teachers' salaries 1,212 75 

Custodian's salary 600 00 

2,668 65 

Balance $ 331 35 

Item 8: — 
Denny Park. Liberty Avenue, 37th and 38th Streets $ 1,500 00 

Paid to:— 

Rent (11 months) $ 275 00 

Ekiuipment and supplies and architect's fees 193 96 

Contract for grading baseball grounds 640 02 

Teachers' salaries 271 75 

1,380 73 

Balance $ 119 27 

Item 9: — 
Arsenal Park, Hazelwood, Bayard Square, Elliott and Mel- 
lon Playgrounds, and general supervision of Recrea- 
tion Park Playgrounds $ 5,200 00 

Paid to: — 

Equipment and supplies $2,171 15 

Salaries of Department Supervisors 667 50 

Salaries of Supervisors oi supplies 185 00 

Watchmen Ill 00 

Salaries of teachers in — 

Arsenal Park 1,428 35 

Hazelwood Playground 290 50 

Bayard Square 181 00 

Elliott Playground 62 50 

Mellon Playground 73 60 

5,170 60 

Balance $ 29 40 

(Continued.) 
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Item 10: — 
Salary of Superintendent $ 1,800 00 

Paid to: — 
Salary of Superintendent 1,845 00 

Item 11:— 
Ormsby Park, Twenty-second and Carson streets, S. S $ 2,600 00 

Paid to: — 
Fencing, equipment of baseball ground and repairing 

bouse $1,631 02 

Watchman 220 00 

1,851 02 

Balance , $ 648 98 

Item 12:— 
Second Avenue Park Playground $ 1,000 00 

Paid to:— 
Erection of pavilion, architect's fees and asphalting portion 

of ground 845 25 

Balance $ 154 76 

Total balances by Items — 

Items 1 — 2 
Washington Recreation Park $ 2,046 32 

Items 3—4 — 5 
Lawrence Park 3,657 47 

Items 6 — 7 
South Side Recreation Park 331 35 

Item 8— 
Denny Park 119 27 

Item 9 — 
Small Playgrounds 29 40 

Item 10— 
Salary of Superintendent 

Item 11— 
Ormsby Park 648 98 

Item 12— 
Second Avenue Park 154 76 

$ 6,986 54 
Item 10 overdrawn 45 00 

Balance $ 6,941 54 

From 1906 Balance 106 03 

Total .$ 7,047 57 

(Continued.) 
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RECAPITULATION 

Total appropriation $36,000 00 

By transfer from Contingent fund 10,000 00 

By bcdance carried forward from 1906 accounts 106 03 

Total available funds $46,106 03 

Expended 39,058 46 

Balance $ 7,047 57 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Items 1—2 — 
Washington Recreation Park $15,954 68 

Items 3 — 4—5— 
Lawrence Park 9,342 53 

Items 6 — 7 — 
South Side Recreation Park 2,668 65 

Item 8— 
Denny Park 1,380 73 

Item 9 — 
Small Playgrounds 5,170 60 

Item 10— 
Salary of Superintendent 1,845 00 

Item 11— 
Ormsby Park 1,851 02 

Item 12— 
Second Avenue Park Playground 845 25 

Total expenditures $39,058 46 

Total balances 7,047 57 

$46,106 03 

The total balance of $7,047 57 is due on unfinished contracts and 
architects' fees for Washington and Lawrence Parks, and for unfln- 
iehed work at South Side, Denny, Second Avenue and Ormsby Parks. 

Vouchers issued but not paid to date — 

The Logan Company $15 55 

C. A. Michel & Co 16 85 

Edwin M. Hill 4 40 



$36 80 



Edith D. Ammon, Treasurer. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 PITTSBURGH PLAY GROUNDS, VACATION 

PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS, VACATION SCHOOLS AND 
RECREATION PARKS 1896-1907. 



Number and cost of maintenance, equipment and permanent im- 
provements. 

1896 — Under the Dei)artment of Education, Civic Club of Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania, Miss Beulah -E. Kennard, Chairman. 

One School-yard playground in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $125.00. 

1897 — Two School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Two School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $603.72. 

1898 — Four School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $901.60. 

1899 — Nine School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $1,982.45. 

1900— The Joint Committee of Women's Clubs of Pittsburgh and Vi- 
cinity formed to take charge of Playgrounds in Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny cities. 

1900 — Nine School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation School in Pilt^buifeli. 
Three playgrounds in Allegheny. 

Cost $3,980.70. 

1901 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation School in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $4,682.41. 

One recreation park in Pittsburgh. 
(Appropriation by City $1,500.00— expended $600,00.) 
1902 — Twelve School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pitts- 
burgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $7,739.96. 

One Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 
(Cost paid by City $800.00.) 
1903 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pitts- 
burgh. 
Five School-yard playgrounds with Industrial classes In Alle- 
gheny. 
One Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $8,138.60. 
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1904 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pitts- 
burgh. 
Eight School-yard playgrounds with Industrial Classes in Alle- 
gheny. 
Two Recreation Parks in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $16,362.49. 

$0,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for mtiintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 



1905 — Pittsburgh and Allegheny Cities have separate committees in 
charge of Playgrounds, Vacation Schools and Recreation 
Parks. 

1905 — Nine School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Four Recreation Parks. 

Cost $19,989.05. 

$13,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for mainten- 
ance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 



1906 — Pittsburgh Playground Association incorporated, Mis^s Kennard, 

President. 
1906 — Nine School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pitts- 
burgh. 
Seven Recreation Parks and Playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $19,502.05. 

$15,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for mainten- 
ance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 



1907 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and nine Vacation Schools in 
Pittsburgh. 
Five City playgrounds. 
Six Recreation Parks. 

Cost $50,139.52. 

$36,000.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for mainten- 
ance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks, and $10,000.00 
was transferred from Contingent Fund for erection of Temporary Art 
Gallery — moved from Schenley Park to Washington Recreation Park. 

Edith D. Am men, Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To the Executive Board of The Pittsburgh Playgrounii 

Association ; 

Ladies : I have the honor to submit to you my first re- 
port as Superintendent of The Pittsburgh Playground Asso- 
ciation. 

The work of your Superintendent began the first of last 
July, just before the opening of the summer term. In the 
stress of those few weeks he had far more to learn than help 
to give. 

The character of the summer's work was largely that of 
previous years. There were few, if any, innovations except 
the gardening classes at Arsenal Park and the Play Festivals. 
In the extension of the Association's work there was a more 
noticeable change. On July Fourth was opened the extensive 
Arsenal Park. Later there was added the small playground 
at Adam's Market, then Mellon's Playground, in the rear of 
the News Boys' Home, and later still the extensive and prom- 
ising Ormsby Park on the South Side, and last of all the little 
spot with its attractive rustic shelter house at Second avenue. 

The casual visitor to the various centers last summer could 
scarcely realize fully the comprehensive system which has been 
developed by the Pittsburgh Playground Association. It will 
be quite in place here to outline briefly the general scheme. 

The Summer Work. 

There were three types of play centers maintained: the 
Vacation Schools, the Recreation Parks and the Playgrounds. 
Vacation Schools — There were nine of these schools, con- 
ducted in nine different public school buildings of the city, and 
they were maintained for five weeks. The organization of 
these schools, the day's programme and the subjects offered 
were most interesting. 

The Programme. 
9.00 to 9.15 — 'Opening exercises. 
9.15 to 10.15 — ^Clas.ses. 
10.15 to 10.55 — Play period. 
10.55 to 11.55 — Classes. 
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At nine o'clock the children assembled in the school yard, 
formed in line, sang patriotic songs and gave the flag salute. 
The children of eight years to fourteen then marched into the 
building to their classes, the younger children remaining to 
play in the yard. These little pupils marched and sang, played 
in sand boxes, or with toys, such as blocks, wheelbarrows, 
brooms, bean bags and balls, moulded in clay, cut paper, made 
rag or paper dolls, folded, pasted, knit or braided and the like. 
Stories and songs formed a conspicuous part of the work with 
these little folks. 

The children of eight to fourteen were meantime occupied 
in various classes indoors. The subjects offered were cooking 
(in two schools), sewing, basketry, wood-work, drawing, color 
work, design, stenciling, mechanical drawing, nature study, 
nursing and household service and physical training. 

Cooking — ^The cooking course was simple and practical, 
beginning with the making of coffee, tea and milk or French 
toast and continuing through lessons for simple uses of vege- 
tables, soups, meats, cereals, eggs, cheese, fruits, desserts, 
bread and candy. This course was followed by an advanced 
course, including invalid cooking, cakes, salads and desserts. 

Sewing — Girls of eight years and over were admitted to 
the sewing classes. The course was divided into four parts or 
grades, and the work was adapted to the ability and experi- 
ence of the pupils. Part I, began with the teaching of stitches 
and ended with the making of a full-sized white dotted Swiss 
apron. Part II. included patching, making buttonholes and 
eyelets, and stocking and flannel darning. Parts I. and II. 
were generally completed by the younger pupils and new girls 
in the five weeks. The rest of the course for more advanced 
pupils included the making of dust cap, towel, iron holder, un- 
derskirt, corset cover, underdrawers, shirtwaist and skSrt, 
feather-stitching, hemstitching and outline stitch, with appli- 
cations and original designs. 

Basketry — The basketr}*^ was confined largely to the g^rls 
and the younger boys, and included the use of raflia, flat reed 
and round reed, as applied to bookmarks, mats, picture frames, 
jardinieres and small and large baskets. 

Woodwork — ^This was the favorite occupation with the 
boys generally and consisted of bench work with pine wood. 
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The iiKxlels included 'household furnishings, shelves, plate 
racks, book racks, boxes, taborets and toys. Respect was had 
for the l>oys* interest and initiative. In some cases the wood 
work correlated with nature work, as in the making of ger- 
mination cases, aquarium, nets and pigeon house. Mechan- 
ical drawing was taught twice a week. 

Art — Xearly all the children enrolled in the classes re- 
ceived instruction in art work, which included imaginative and 
narrative drawings, color work, modeling in clay, designing 
and stenciling, as applied to decorative panels, table covers, 
bags, screens and curtains. 

Nursing — ^Two trained nurses gave their time to the in- 
spection of pupils in the different schools and to talk on per- 
sonal hygiene, care and bathing of babies, food, care of sick, 
bandaging and first aid to the injured, cleaning and care of 
rooms and laundry work, with demonstrations.. 

Physical Training — lliere were two distinct agencies for 
physical training — the formal indoor work and the outdoor 
play period. The formal work included gymnastics, drills 
with wands and clubs, marching, dancing and games. The 
second period of each session was devoted to outdoor play. 
During tliis period all class work was suspended, and the 
teachers generally participated in the plays and games of the 
children. 

Nature Study — In the vacation schools the nature work 
was necessarily largely confined to the school room, and in- 
cluded the study of birds, insects, trees and flowers. Speci- 
mens of birds were borrowed from the museum, flowers were 
brought in, and insects collected. This wprk correlated with 
the drawing, and, as previously mentioned, in one school with 
the wood work. In one of the parks much of the nature study 
was conducted out of doors and was correlated with gar- 
dening. 

Singing — Besides the singing during the opening exer- 
cises and by the playground children in their games, there 
were regular classes in singing for boys and girls, conducted 
by special teachers and meeting twice a week. The songs 
were accompanied by the piano and were learned by rote. 
Special attention was given to tone production and to expres- 
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sion. The songs selected were such as to appeal to the dra- 
matic and imitative interests of children, and they were, in 
many cases, sung with a joy, movement, expression and sweet- 
ness delightful to hear. Here we may mention again the folk 
dances taught by the physical training teachers and danced by 
the children sometimes to singing and sometimes to the piano. 

Recreation Parks — There were six of these parks, and 
they were open for eight weeks. They differed from the va- 
cation schools mainly in this : that they reversed the more 
usual order — i. e., a large school with small playground, and 
attached a comparatively small school to a large playground. 
These parks served as genuine playgrounds equipped with 
outdoor apparatus, tents, shelter houses and, in some cases, 
with gymnasiums. In four of the parks basketry was taught 
as in vacation schools, also gymnastics and dancing; in three, 
sewing; in two, nature study, and in one gardening, several 
acres being under cultivation by the children. There was an 
afternoon session at the parks, but the formal class work, ex- 
cept in gymnastics, was generally omitted. 

The Playgrounds — There were six smaller playgrounds, 
devoted mainly to younger children. These were provided 
with the apparatus, shelter houses and sand piles usually 
found in such playgrounds. Trained kindergartners were in 
charge of tlhe work, which was practically the same as that 
for the younger children in the vacation schools. 

Attendance — A strict record of attendance was kept, the 
teachers of classes enrolling their children and keeping daily 
records of the attendance of each pupil ; but the attendance of 
the "playground" children at the vacation schools, the parks 
and the playgrounds was recorded simply in the total. The 
strict record of individual attendance aided to hold groups to- 
gether and stimulated attention to individual children. Sta- 
tistics of attendance are given in page 43. 

Flower Day — Every Friday was observed as "Flower 
Day." On this day the Flower Committee prepared small 
bouquets of flowers, which were distributed to the children 
at the different schools, parks and playgrounds. The delight 
of the children in these flowers was ample reward for all the 
great labor involved in providing them. 
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Library Day — ^Once or twice a week, at some of the 
schools and at some of the parks, the Children's Department 
of the Carnegie Library distributed books to the children. 
These books were returned on the following Library Day. 
This day was also observed as story day, the assistants from 
the Library telling the stories. 

Teachers' Institute and Meetings — One noticeable feature 
of the Pittsburgh work was the teachers' meetings. A teach- 
ers' Institute was held for three days prior to the opening of 
the schools, and weekly teachers' meetings were conducted 
throughout the term. At these meetings general subjects 
were discussed, after which the supervisors met the teachers 
of their departments, gave normal instruction in their sub- 
jects, and discussed ways, means and methods. 

Play Festival — There were two play festivals conducted: 
one at the close of the vacation schools and one at the close of 
the parks. At these festivals were exhibitions of kindergarten 
games, games and races by boys and by girls, folk dances and 
gymnastic drills. These festivals closed with a contest in 
some game between the oldest boys of the parks. The interest 
aroused in children and in the public by these festivals was 
very great. In truth, the festivals were a surprise and a de- 
light to the people who came. One chance spectator stand- 
ing near the writer said with genuine enthusiasm: "I never 
expected to enjoy an afternoon like this. I meant to go to 
the theater, but I was late and happened in here. Tm glad I 
missed my car — this is great." 

This is a very skeleton-like outline of the work of the 
Pittsburgh Playground Association last summer. But there 
was nothing skeleton-like in the work or the system, which 
the above description so inadequately presents. One was 
impressed by the spirit which pervaded all schools, parks 
and playgrounds alike, and which gave a unity of purpose and 
of ideal to all. Especially one noticed the loyalty to the play 
life of children. The occupations, classes, hours, were planned, 
and the teachers of every subject were expected to teach in 
accord with a clear ideal of play. Therefore, the child's deep- 
rooted and spontaneous interests were respected and his 
power of initiative cultivated. 
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The Fall and Winter Work. 

During the months of September and October classes in 
embroidery were continued at Arsenal Park, Lawrence Park 
and Washington Park, meeting twice a week. 

The regular fall term began November 4th and closel 
December 21st. Work was undertaken at Lawrence, South 
Side and Washington Parks. 

Lawrence Park — Classes were established for three dif- 
ferent groups of girls and boys at the Lawrence Field House, 
afternoon classes for school girls, evening classes for working 
gprls, and evening classes for boys. 

The afternoon classes for school girls included instruc- 
tion in art, cooking, embroidery and physical training. These 
classes met on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
from four to six o'clock with four teachers and one accom- 
panist in attendance. 

The program permitted each girl to have one hour of 
physical training, including games, dancing and free play, and 
one hour for embroidery or art work. Thirty of the oldest 
girls in groups of ten were given lessons in cooking one after- 
noon each week. 

Incidentally fourteen girls were organized for a simple 
dramatization of "There Was an Old Woman Who Lived in 
a Shoe." Fourteen girls also were selected to form a toy in- 
strument orchestra, which will lend its part to some evening 
entertainment for parents. H|ere should be mentioned also 
the use of the Library where on Monday afternoons an as- 
sistant from the Children's Department of the Carnegie Li- 
brary has gathered children for a story hour. On Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evenings classes for working girls 
were held. The work included art, embroidery and physical 
training. Three teachers and an accompanist were in attend- 
ance. The average attendance for the afternoon and evening 
classes increased from seventy-seven the first month to one 
hundred and forty-five the second month. 

The classes for boys met on Tuesday and Thursday even- 
ings. The number of boys presenting themselves for admis- 
sion far surpassed the number that could be cared for. The 
men teachers volunteered to remain an extra hour and take a 
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second group of older boys. A division was made according 
to age, the boys of thirteen and younger being admitted from 
seven to nine, and boys of fourteen and over from nine to ten. 
The work offered included wood work, art and physical 
training. 

Facilities at Lawrence — Many people who visit the work 
at Lawrence express pleasure in the building. It is indeed a 
pleasure to see the attractive gymnasium on an afternoon 
filled with school girls playing joyously, to watch them at their 
singing games, or to hear their sudden burst of merry laughter 
But I am not sure that it is not more impressive still to see the 
gymnasium on an evening filled with older girls from shop o?" 
store or home giving themselves with the abandon of children 
to the same games their younger sisters play. One wishes the 
room were twice as large and teachers twice as many, for who 
can estimate the extent of the helpful influence upon these 
girls of happy evenings devoted to healthful, joyous, and in- 
vigorating entertainment through their own activities and in 
contact with noble-hearted, refining women ? 

The scene changes when we gather the boys on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings. There is a rush, a noise, a kind of 
fierceness not seen before, but it is legitimate and within 
bounds, an outlet for activity which checked too long breaks 
out in evil doings or wastes itself in feebleness. Who can esti- 
mate here the influence of this contact of boys with a young 
man of model physique and of true-hearted purpose in life' 
The crying need in our work is for teachers v^Mth those native 
qualities and aptitudes peculiarly necessary for this kind of 
work with boys and girls, teachers also trained in the highest 
sense professionally for such service. You will recall the 
saying of Schiller to the effect that man is never fully man 
except when he plays, and surely children never show nature 
so fully, never can be reached so effectually by the teacher as 
when engaged in their play. I doubt not that when man is 
becoming fully regenerated his path of progress toward a 
higher life will be first of all through what he loves to do. 

Already one could greatly wish, I say, that our building 
were larger, that we need turn away no child, as we frequently 
do ; that our rooms lent themselves better to occupations for 
the boys, and in some respects for the girls. But this is said 
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not as lessening our appreciation of this admirable building, 
but as magnifying the hope we have for its usefulness. 

South Side — At the South Side Park classes for school 
girls have been held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday af- 
ternoons from four to six o'clock. Two teachers and an ac- 
companist are in attendance. Here the children have one 
hour for play and physical training and one hour for sewing. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings are given to school 
boys and instruction in woodwork and physical training is 
given. Tuesday and Thursday evenings a group of older 
boys in charge of a single teacher are instructed first in wood- 
work and then in physical training. 

The average attendance of the g^rls for the four weeks 
during which two teachers have been employed has been forty- 
eight. The average attendance of the younger boys for the 
term has been thirty-four and for the older boys fifteen. 

Washington Park — Small classes have been maintained 
at Washingfton Park in embroidery and physical training. 
While the attendance here has been small it has been very 
regular on the part of a good number of the children. The 
attendance increased from twenty-five in November to thirty- 
five in December. 
Attendance: — 

November. December. 

Washington 25 35 girls. 

South Side 38 31 boys. 

" " 15 15 young men. 

'* " 19 48 girls. 

Lawrence 105 88 boys. 

47 75 girls- 

** 30 70 young women. 

Total 279 362 

These figures of attendance may be made more interesting 
by a comparison. The average attendance at Lawrence for 
December for all classes was two hundred and thirty-three. 
The average attendance at the Moorhead School last summer 
for all pupils in classes, not including the "playground" chil- 
dren, of course, was one hundred and 'eighty-two. At the t 
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Forbes it was one hundred and fifty-nine, and at the Andrews 
it was one hundred and fifty-seven. In other words, the num- 
ber of different pupils receiving regular class work at the 
Lawrence Field House in December was fifty-one more than 
at the Moorhead School, seventy-four more than at the Forbes, 
and seventy-six more than at the Andrews. When one con- 
siders that the classes at Lawrence influenced more children 
than the Vacation School classes at the Forbes School and 
South School combined, the importance of the winter work 
is emphasized. Five centers with an attendance as large as 
that at Lawrence would reach as many different children (but 
not for as many periods per week) as the classes in the Vaca- 
tion Schools. — 

The Outlook. 

If we compare the playgrounds of Pittsburgh with those 
of other cities, notably, New York, Chicago, Washington, 
Boston, we may perhaps find them less maturely developed 
than some, less extensive and less munificently equipped than 
others, but in one respect, I believe, Pittsburgh will equal any 
other city, and that is in the development of the work in ac- 
cord with a definite educational ideal. This ideal, it seemed 
to me, as I observed the work last summer, had permeated the 
whole body of Association work and had been steadily and 
splendidly working out a symmetrical and essentially uniform 
scheme for the betterment of the children of Pittsburgh. Here 
has been a master's hand, a delicacy of touch, a comprehension 
of needs, a skill of execution, a singleness of purpose, a depth 
of devotion, rare even in social work which has called in this 
generation the flower of womanhood to its service. 

If I should try to select one feature that to my mind re- 
flects the individuality of Pittsburgh's work, I think I should 
mention first the loyalty to the play-life of children. It may 
sound strange to suggest that there could be anything but 
loyalty to the play-life of children in playground work, but it 
is true we sometimes lose sight of the real child in our endeav- 
ors for his good. There is need of great wisdom here which 
none in all the world perhaps can yet fully possess. We see 
through a glass darkly, but with firm faith and hope. I be- 
lieve that Pitts/burgh has been peculiarly true to a high pur- 
pose and ideal in this respect. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



o 

fi) 

T 
"D 
O 

3 



O 
I 

X 
ai 

3 
O 

o 
o 
jr 

CO 

o 

3- 
O 

o 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 




o 



c 

V 

a. 

u 

O 



z 
E 

e 

O 

■o 
a 

o 

^ 

o 

CO 
V 

Q- 

E 

ts. 

C) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



eCHOOLS AND REK^REATION PARKS. 33 

In the work of an association of this kind which deals 
with the plays, those educational by-products of childhood, 
I believe we encounter three fundamental problems: 

I. The Problem of Hygiene. The first great need of 
a child is an environment which makes for a healthy, nor- 
mal, physiological growth. It is just as impossible to suc- 
ceed in rearing normal, healthy, and right minded children in 
an environment that does not provide generously sunshine, 
fresh air, pure food, and proper exercise of the instinctive ac- 
tivities, as it would be to raise perfect fruit in a soil and cli- 
mate wholly unadapted to such culture. Nearly one-half of 
the children born into the world die before they are fairly 
in their middle teens. One-third or more of all deaths report- 
ed to the Board of Health of Pittsburgh in 1906 was of chil- 
dren under ten years of age. We are only one-half as success- 
ful in rearing children during the first year of life as we are in 
saving patients who have contracted typhoid fever, and the 
greatest single cause of this frightful mortality of infants, ac- 
cording to a report of the Board of Health (1899), is due to 
"bad hygiene, poor food, and summer heat." It is seasonable, 
in these days of extreme congestion in cities, such as the world 
has never seen before, that there is a re-awakening of the 
physical consciousness, as Dr. Newton in the Popular Science 
Monthly recently expresses it, a **re-awakening of the physical 
consciousness as a world-wide phenomenon, affecting all quar- 
ters of the globe. Christian and Pagan alike, and promising 
a physical rennaisance such as the world has seen only twice 
or thrice and which preceded the most brilliant periods in the 
intellectual history of mankind." Therefore the opening up 
of places in a great city like Pittsburgh where children may 
play under conditions which aid a perfect physiological growth 
is the first great duty of an association like this, a duty that 
has been so splendidly undertaken but that may not be laid 
down until all the city's children are abundantly provided with 
the first great demands of Nature in behalf of a successful life. 
This work in a city like Pittsburgh is stupendous and far out- 
weighs in urgency and importance for the future welfare of 
our city any other branch of the work. This work which in 
the main city alone can do, and which rests summer and win- 
ter alike a heavy burden upon those of the association who 
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have it at heart, involves not alone the opening up of play- 
grounds in congested places, which is an expensive after- 
thought, but also in protecting the city against undesirable 
congestion in parts not yet fully built upon. The encroach- 
ment of the city upon the rights of children is a familiar one. 
Secretary Martin says : "I have recently watched this process 
in two pieces of property in a suburban city. On one street 
was a house sheltering a single family. About it were trees 
and shrubs and back of it an orchard. There was a barn and 
sheds, — an ideal place to grow boys in. Two or three years 
ago this property was bought for improvement. 

"The old house was torn down and on the land are now 
thirteen three-tenement houses. In these thirteen houses are 
about fifty children ; they play in the streets.*' 

The following is the statement of a young man born and 
reared in the East End, Pittsl)urgh : — 

"When my companions and I were little fellows, we used 
to spend our play time in an open green field, a corner prop- 
erty in the East End of the city. 

*'We were educated by our older companions and chums 
into their ways of playing foot-ball, base-ball,. hockey, etc., 
and as we looked up to them and their sports with admiration, 
we came to love as they did, the outdoor and free life of the 
meadow and athletic field. Our early training was therefore 
good and wholesome, and we saw our seniors growing into 
strong, healthy and sensible men. 

"This good example would undoubtedly have kept us 
younger boys from getting into slothful and mean habits, had 
not something happened. 

"One day some men came to survey and to mark off our 
field. At once we realized that our playground was to be dug 
up and used to build houses upon. We had no other field to 
play in. Where should we go? What games could we play 
without a field? One thing was certain ; we had to play some- 
thing and somewhere and sad to relate, our playground instead 
of being in the open air was now inside a house or stable where 
amusement was found only in cards and principally poker. 

"Several of us were fortunately entering High School at 
this time and so we had use of the school's athletic field and 
thus spent our leisure moments playing out of doors, but oth~ 
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ers of our crowd did not have these opportunities at that time 
and they became indolent and cared only to sit around, smoke 
and play cards. 

"Now I don't mean to say that those members of our 
crowd went wrong just because we had no field to play in, 
but I will say that it led them to seek pleasure in injurious 
games and was the beginning of a slippery and back sliding 
trial. 

"I voice the sentiment of others of my chums who have 
seen with their own eyes the separation of the gang into the 
diflefent paths of life and attribute its cause to the loss of our 
old playground." 

But it is in the poorer sections of the city that still greater 
evils result. If one could get a clear perspective of children 
in the crowded sections of our city and at the same time a clear 
insight into the needs of those children, as demanded by the 
nature of their growth and development, I have no manner of 
doubt that he would be startled by the vision. That unspeak- 
ably pathetic degeneracy known as idiocy, is almost wholly a 
matter of blood and circulation, food and nutrition, an arrest 
of normal development. In the yet long and rapid process 
of development after birth, remain most startling possibilities 
of moral degeneration, insanity, and even idiocy, through lack 
of the fundamental conditions of normal growth. The pre- 
ponderating elements of physical inefficiency and feeble-mind- 
edness in pauperism, crime, and especially prostitution, are 
familiar to every student of social conditions, and we may 
affirm that hygiene, in the fullest significance of the term, is 
the most fundamental arid serious care to those interested in 
childhood. 

The expense of this work will, of course, be great. No, 
not the expense, but the capital needed for the investment will 
be great, for it is essentially an investment and not an expense. 
While we cannot measure the value of life, of ideals, of char- 
acter, in terms of money, yet it is sometimes helpful to descend 
to a financial basis for illustration. It is an interesting fact 
that in one state, which according to a Report of the U. S. 
Commissioner of Education, provides three more years of 
schooling than the country at large, the average earning ca- 
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pacity of each person is thirty-nine cents a day more than the 
average for the country at large, or roughly $100.00 a year per 
capita, or $275,000,000 for the state, which is twenty-three 
times the total anxnint raised annually by taxation for school 
houses and for the maintenance of all public schools of tfaei 
sute. 

Expenditures, or investments, in industrial schools for 
boys and girls, have realized for their graduates an increase of 
three hundred per cent, in wages. An investment in medical 
inspection of schools in an eastern city, according to the tes- 
timony of the Chairman of the Board of Health before the 
Legislature, resulted in a saving to the city of more than the 
entire cost of the inspection through the lessening of cases of 
diptheria at the city hospitals alone. The loss to our nation 
yearly, says Prof. J. Norton Pease of Yale, through prevent- 
able death, preventable sickness, preventable low standards 
of physical and mental efficiency, and preventable ignorance, 
is from $2,500,000,000 to $5,000,000,000. a sum many times 
greater than the entire expenditures for education throughout 
the Nation. Germany In- a wiser, and I believe a more gener- 
ous, expenditure for education than our own has assumed the 
industrial supremacy of the world. 

Bold investments in playgrounds have been made by sev- 
eral cities. The South Side of Chicago rejoices in the prosper- 
ity following the investment of ten or more millions of dollars 
in small parks and playgrounds. President Roosevelt calls 
this work of the South Park Commission the greatest civic 
achievement the world has ever seen. New York sets aside 
annually $300,000 for playgrounds and $1,000,000 more for 
small parks. Philadelphia has appropriated no acres of city 
land for playgrounds and Boston has appropriated 200 acres 
for similar purposes. 

I have dwelt thus long upon this feature of the Associa- 
tion work in hope it may appear to all that this problem of 
hygiene is not simply a matter of humanity and philanthropy, 
but an investment for the city that business foresight would 
commend, surely as regards the succeeding generation, if not 
as regards our own. 

II. The Problem of Play. The second great problem of 
our Association is the right use of the plays and games of 
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children. All students are agreed that the physiological 
growth and development of the nervous system of a child is 
analogous to the growth and development of the nervous sys- 
tem in the race ; that at each new step in the progress of the 
child's development appear changing phases of activity which 
are the plays of children. And each phaze of activity has its 
beginning, its increase and decline. These plays follow a nat- 
ural and universal law and result from the inheritance from 
the past experiences of the race. Disuse of an organ, as we all 
know, results in degeneration of that organ, as seen in the loss 
of eyes in the fishes of caverns. The time of the initial normal 
functioning of any organ is the time when the organ and the 
powers which depend upon it can best be developed. Disuse at 
this time results in great loss to if not complete atrophy of the 
organ. "There is a tide in the affairs of men, which taken at 
the flood, leads on to fortune ; Omitted, all the rest of their 
life, lies in shallows and in miseries." This statement of 
Shakespeare may be applied with peculiar truth to children 
also. So true is this even in the case of animals that most 
deep-seated instincts are lost through lack of opportunity to 
use them at the right time, as of chickens to follow the mother 
hen, of squirrels to bury nuts, and even of ducks to swim. 
Children must play and play under right conditions or fail of 
normal development. Indeed children may even lose their in- 
stinct for play as has been noted by many who have come in 
contact with children of crowded city quarters. Professor 
James in his chapter upon Instinct says: 

"If a boy grows up alone at the age of games and sports, 
and learns neither to play ball, nor row. nor sail, nor ride, nor 
skate, nor fish, nor shoot, probably he will be a sedentary to 
the end of his days ; and, though the best of opportunities be 
afforded him for learning these things later, it is a hundred to 
one but he will pass by them and shrink back from the effort 
of taking those necessary first steps, the prospect of which at 
an earlier age would have filled him with eager delight. In 
all pedagogy the great thing is to strike the iron while hot, 
and to seize the wave of the pupil's interest in each successive 
subject before the ebb has come, so that knowledge may be 
got and the ha'bit of skill acquired — a headway of interest in 
short, secured, on which afterwards the individual many float. 
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There is a happy moment for fixing skill in drawing, for mak- 
ing boys collectors in natural history, and presently dissectors 
and botanists: then for initiating them into the harmonies of 
mechanics and the wonders of physical and chemical law. 
Later, introspective psychology and the metaphysical and re- 
ligious mysteries take their turn ; and last of all, the drama of 
human affairs and worldly wisdom in the widest sense of the 
term." 

Educators are often brought face to face with the belief 
that acquired characteristics are not inherited. If a man be- 
comes ever so careful and conscientious in money matters, 
for example, his son is not for that reason a whit more likely 
to inherit carefulness and conscientiousness in money matters 
than tlie sons of other men. It was the theory of Lamark that 
the experiences and emotions of parents produced in the off- 
spring a tendency towards certain acts under certain condi- 
tions. For example, birds that came to know and fear men, 
transmitted to their offspring an instinctive fear of men. Tlie 
giraffe he believed, developed its long neck by continual reach- 
ing for higher foliage of trees. This stretching of the neck 
affected the neck of the next generation and so on. Rut Dar- 
win and later Weismann, and practically the whole school of 
philosophers of to-day. believe that Lamark was wrong, that 
the long neck of the giraffe resulted through natural selection ; 
that the effects of education on this generation can not pos- 
sibly by virtue of inheritance affect at all the next generation. 
It is a bold, but encouraging thought, that by oi>portuneness 
in education we may partly if not wholly overcome this dis- 
advantage. l»y catching children at the opportune period 
of development of any particular power or emotional interest, 
we may secure for them the highest possible development 
along right lines. In other words, we may in education, in 
a measure, assume control of individual variation. This 
thought suggests to us the tremendous importance of play in 
education and places in our hands a new weapon in the battle 
for the uplift of humanity. It is in this sense, I believe, that 
Davidson says we have just begun to take ourselves into our 
own hands and consciously to shape our evolution. 

Therefore having provided playgrounds for children, we 
must see that right plays under right conditions are the natural 
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result. There must be wise thought given to the environment 
in all particulars, to equipment, and to instructors and leaders. 

III. Then there is the Problem of Vocations. The next 
great problem of a playground association is the outlook to- 
wards future vocations. Schiller says, "Es giebt Pflanzeu- 
menschen, Thiermenschen und Gottmenschen." There is a 
time for infants to be like plants, a time for children to be like 
animals, but surely the Creator intended that they should be- 
come the sons of God. Alas, that so many never get beyond 
the stage of plant men, that others remain animal men, and 
that so few become "God men." The passing of children 
through the early stages of nutrition, of plays, of games, is but 
the promise. To make children simply healthy and happy, 
if nothing else resulted, would be worth the while, but there 
is a far higher ideal. One becomes a "God man'' only when 
he comes out from the world of plays and games and finds his 
place and his work in the world and undertakes it in peace 
and joy. The playground and vacation school occupations of 
children, the woodwork, sewing, cooking, drawing, weaving, 
modeling, and the like, may be only play to them, meeting 
as they do, the demand for exercise of the inherited powers 
and reflecting the historic activities of the race, which were 
the prototypes of children's plays, but these occupations may 
not end in merely what we ordinarily understand by play. 
They must lead to the more serious, or vocational, activities 
into which the children will some day enter. 

Attention has recently been called to the fact that eminent 
German visitors to the United States at the time of the World's 
Fair at St. Louis, in their lectures at home, expressed great 
complacency over the prospect of America's competing with 
Germany in the industrial markets of the world. Their assur- 
ance in this respect they "said rested on the fact that, although 
America possessed unlimited natural wealth, her people wholly 
failed to grasp the industrial situation educationally and dwelt 
in undisturbed and unthinking confidence in the future. But 
everywhere in our country to-day is awakening a deep con- 
cern, and a great movement for industrial education has been 
inaugurated. The passing of the apprentice system, the con- 
centration of industrial enterprises, and the extreme^ division 
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of labor have plunged us educationally and industrially into 
a wholly new order of things. Unlike Germany we are ut- 
terly unprepared for this. What is to be done about it? 

In this matter the 'Playground Association work has an 
important function to perform. It would be interesting Lo 
know how many boys and girls from fourteen to sixteen are 
not in school in Pittsburgh, what they are doing, what they 
earn and what their prospects for future advancement are. A 
recent investigation of twenty-five thousand bpys and girls 
between the ages of fourteen and sixteen who were not in 
school brought to light several interesting facts. One-fourth 
of these boys and girls left school before the end of the sixth 
grade, one-half before the end of the seventh grade and five- 
sixths before completing the grammar school course. More 
than four-fifths entered unskilled and undesirable occupations, 
of no value to them educationally, and affording little prospect 
for increase of wages. Thus these most formative years of 
life from fourteen to eighteen were being practically wasted, 
or worse than wasted for them, and the skilled industries are 
being unprovided for. Moreover, this investigation showed 
that seventy-six per cent, of the parents of these boys and girls 
wished and were able to keep their children in school, but the 
children were tired of school and were unwilling to continue 
longer. Without attempting to explain why these boys and 
girls were tired of school, although I believe it could be ex- 
plained, let us notice the grave fact that there is no public edu- 
cational institution to which these boys and girls may be at- 
tracted both by interest and by hope of profit and thereby kept 
in touch with educational institutions and ideals. The Tech- 
nical Schools and Schools for Apprentices of Pittsburgh do not 
admit boys and girls under sixteen years of age. The classes 
oflfered by the Association bridge this gap between compul- 
sory education and the age of admission to trade and technical 
schools. While the vacation school work does not so much 
emphasize technique, yet in the earlier play occupations and 
up to the middle teens, interest, imagination, and considerable 
skill of execution are involved. These are basal to high suc- 
cess in later vocations and the training is so broad as to be 
Valuable in nearly every line of modem industry. But at aboui 
thirteen our play occupations become more clearly '^^*)tife4Tr> 
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with genuine domestic, industrial and artistic training. 
Through the breadth and flexibility of the courses, the recog- 
nition of interest and natural bent, we are peculiarly able to 
discover and direct talent. Genius is really the result of in- 
dividual variation and one-half of the genius of the world 
conies from the masses we are told. As I have already said, 
by opportuneness in education we can accomplish much along 
the line of individual variation and improve upon desirable 
and overcome undesirable heredity. Among the children of 
the playgrounds we can discover talent and interests which 
would otherwise quickly be lost forever. The world is full of 
illustrations of this very tragedy. It is Prof. Ward who 
claims that we are utilizing but one per cent, of the available 
genius of the world. Genius of the highest order will out, it 
is said, but there are all degrees of genius and talent and much 
is lost to the world. The schools with their traditions can not 
too readily discover all lines of talent. Samuel Smiles wrote 
a chapter on illustrious dunces, great men who as boys wore 
the dunce cap in school. How early this talent arises and 
how early therefore it may be lost is suggested by facts like 
the following, recently quoted by Dr. Burnham : — Giotto, the 
Shepherd Boy, was discovered at ten years of age. Gainsbor- 
ough exhibited remarkable talent as a landscape painter at 
fourteen. Canova modelled exquisitely in butter when thir- 
teen years old. Turner exhibited in the Royal Academy at 
fifteen years of age. Landseer gained the prize of the Society 
of Arts at thirteen. Thorwaldsen had made a reputation at 
thirteen. Wilkie drew spirited portraits of his school fellows 
at seven. And many others might be mentioned. Educators 
are agreeing more and more that certain types of skill must 
be developed, or rather begun to be developed, before and 
during the early teens or the highest skill can never result 
from later training. Therefore it will readily be seen how 
these play industries greatly serve the advanced schools of in- 
dustry and art. But more than this, we arc able to keep boys 
and girls in touch with educational institutions and ideals, 
who would otherwise drift entirely away to that great army 
of the unskilled, the unsuccessful, and the discontented, a de- 
plorable loss alike to themselves and to society. 
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The three most significant movements in education today 
are the movement for the advancement of hygiene, the exten- 
sion of playgrounds, and for industrial training. I have tried 
to show how our association work is linked inseparably with 
all three. I believe no one can adequately judge the great 
service that the Pittsburgh Playground Association has ren- 
dered the city in the past. Let us hope and pray and work 
for the future. 

In great appreciation of the cordial and generous attitude 
and support of the Executive Board this report is 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. E. JOHNSON, Superintendent. 
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SCHOOLS— V.S. Play. Total. 

Forbes \ 159 243 402 

South 54 48 102 

Hancock 80 79 159 

Mloorhead , 183 135 318 

O'Hara 99 204 304 

Andrews 157 190 348 

Greenfield 103 jy 180 

Wickersham 115 1 10 225 

Riverside 62 54 117 

Soho 47 157 198 

Totals 1059 1297 2353 

PARKS— A.M. P.M. Total. 

Arsenal 179 140 319 

Washington 193 129 322 

Lawrence 155 158 313 

South Side 316 loi 417 

I>enny 107 83 190 

39th Ward, Elliott 25 30 55 

Adam's Market 131 133 264 

Mellon 47 60 107 

Hazelwood 37 32 69 

Totals 1190 866 2056 

Total Daily Attendance for all Schools, Parks and Play- 
grounds, 4409. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 



i Nurses and Hygiene. 

i Mrs. Wm. Macrum, Chairman. 

The lectures on hygiene, and the practical course of nurs- 
ing and first aid to the injured inaugurated last year proved of 
such benefit to the children, and were followed with such good 
results, that two nurses were engaged this summer to visit 
the schools and playgrounds, so that all the children attending 
them might have an opportunity of being taught and exam- 
ined. 

In most cases the children were quite willing to submit to 
the nurses' inspection and treatment (one little boy six years 
old said he was playing he was a soldier while the nurse dress- 
ed a very painful abscess on his leg). 

Upon the arrival of the nurse in each school, all the chil- 
dren who had seemed to their teachers to need medical care, 
were inspected and, when possible, received immediate treat- 
ment. When the case required a physician's care the nurse 
sent the patient home, offering to accompany the child to the 
dispensary if the parents desired it. A number of cases which 
could be treated at home were attended to by the nurses, and 
marked improvement followed. 

A boy who had not been able to attend school for two 
years on account of some defect of vision, was taken by the 
nurse to an oculist, successfully treated, and is now a very 
enthusiastic student. 

In their visits to the homes of the children the nurses were 
always well received and their directions were generally fol- 
lowed, with excellent results. 

The short talks on hygiene in the schools seemed to in- 
terest the children, and they were as a rule quite anxious to 
practice their newly acquired knowledge, applying bandages 
on their younger brothers or sisters (for fun) with remarkable 
skill. 
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Practical demonstrations of the uses of soap and water 
were daily given and we hope that the comfort following the 
treatment may lead to a realization of its efficacy. 

The physical condition of the children makes us feel more 
than ever that intelligent and constant watchfulness are a ne- 
cessity in the schools, and we trust that the good accomplished 
in a f^w weeks by systematic care and supervision may lead 
the parents of the children to demand Medical Inspection in all 
the schools. 



REPORT OF THE ARSENAL PARK GARDEN. 



Mrs. L. O. Livingstone, Chairman. 

A new work was undertaken this year, that of a school 
garden at Arsenal Park, the old garden spot there making an 
ideal place for carrying on this work, taking the children away 
from the heat, dust and dirt of their street environments 
to enjoy what is always one of the joys of childhood, planting 
seeds and watching them grow. Fifty children each from the 
Howard and Washington Schools, were chosen for this work, 
and groups of twenty were assigned different afternoons to 
meet at the park to plant and care for the plot of ground allot- 
ted them. They entered into the plan with great enthusiasm, 
particularly upon being told that they could take home all they 
raised ; after working industriously about a week under the di- 
rections of those in charge putting in their first seeds of corn 
and beans, came the pouring rains, continuing for several days, 
flooding the gardens and thus demoralizing things generally. 
However, when the ground was in condition to resume work, 
Mr. W. H. Whitcher, took charge and brought order out of 
chaos, the children working with constant improvement in at- 
tention to instructions and willingness to carry out sugges- 
tions. Fatigue seemed an unknown factor through the hottest 
days, boys and girls were regular in attendance and an average 
of twenty new ones daily besieging for gardens. The clamor 
for gardens continued up to the very last day. 

There is no kind of training which squares itself for all 
around development like agriculture. The farmers' boys are 
brought up to use their hands as well as their heads, and learn 
quick observation and quick decision which is a value to them 
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througliout their lives. The child^s garden certainly brings 
his life more nearly to that of the country child than any other 
form of study. Th^ school garden can be made especially val- 
uable to girls, particularly to those in a city, as they do not 
have the same liberties of the street, as have boys, and are in 
the open air and sunshine all too little for good, strong, phys- 
ical development. It tends to develop the best traits -in the 
children and to create in them the love for the beautiful. It 
gives play to all their motor activities, and shows them that 
results follow causes, and they begin to understand something 
of ownership and responsibility and look more kindly on their 
neighbors' products, and as they do not wish to lose their own, 
that for which they have worked, the value of the product of 
another is more forcibly demonstrative to them. 

o 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH. 



Report of Playground Work, 1907. 



Eight playgrounds were reached this year by the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh. Books were circulated and stories told 
^t Andrews, Greenfield, Hazelwood, O'Hara, Riverside, South 
Side Recreation Park, and Washington Park, while stories 
were told several times at Soho. 

We circulated 6,077 books, 1533 children registered. The 
returns from Andrews, Recreation Park and Washington Park 
are naturally greater than from the other playgrounds, though 
the work is fully as interesting at some of the smaller play- 
grounds. 

One interesting feature this year was the visit made by 
all the girls and some of the younger boys from the Hazelwood 
playground to the Hazelwood Branch Library in order to learn 
a little about the Children's Room and the books. StoSes 
were told and afterwards games were played with the children 
on the lawn at the back of the Branch. The children were 
most responsive to deal with, and the work was a great pleas- 
ure to the assistants. 

The nationalities represented in the different playgrounds 
were Irish, Polish, Italian, German, Slavs, Hungarians, Jews, 
Negroes, etc. 
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The summer's work is most encouraging. With a larger 
number of students enrolled in the Training School for Chil- 
dren's Librarians who could be drawn on as assistants, we 
were able to reach more children than last year. The play- 
ground work offers a distinct opportunity to the library to 
reach many children who have not been in the habit of coming 
to the Branches, and to introduce many a boy and girl to a 
new world, the delights of which they can only begin to dis- 
cover during the short term of the summer playground. 

AUICE I. HAZELTINE, 
Supervisor of Children's Rooms. 

o — 

CENTRAL FLOWEIR COMMITTEE. 



Mrs. Minnie Ourey Roberts, Chairman. 

We sent out 30,000 bunches of flowers last summer. We 
sent to Washington, Mellon, Adams, South Side, Hazelwood, 
Lawrence, Arsenal and the different schools. 

Florists were particularly generous last year to the Asso- 
.ciation. Mrs. E. A. Williams gave so many, we really felt we 
shouldn't accept them all. A. W. Smith, L. I. Neff and Pitts- 
burgh Cut Flower Company gave most liberally. 

We had Chairmen for every district : 

West End — -Mrs. Harry Stewart. 

Crafton — Mrs. Wm. A. Zahn. 

Sheridan — Mrs. Wm. L. Bockstoce. 

Sheridan — ^Mrs. Franklin P. lams. 

Carnegie — Miss Eleanor Fitzgerald. 

Thornburg — Mrs. D. C. Thornburg. 

Greentree — Mrs. John Handenschield. 

Verona — Mrs. Arthur Burgoyne. 

Chartiers Township — Mrs. Wm. Jackson. 

Cheswick — Mrs. Alfred Nixon. 

Hazelwood — Miss Minnie P. Vandergrift. 

Coraopolis — W. C. T. U. 

McDonald— Woman's Relief Society. 

Zelienople sent just through citizens, as did Beaver. 

Miss Alice Wells and Miss Sanford sent from their sum- 
mer home. 
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Pittsburgh citizens were very generous. Mrs. D. M. 
Clemson's pansies were a blessing to the tenement district. 
Mrs. Alexander King, Mrs. W. A. Lincoln, the Young People's 
Society, Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg, Charles Zug 
Brookline, Mrs. C. C. Latus, Mrs. A. B. Cooke, and Mrs. A. C. 
McCallam, of Evergreen. 

We had the use of the gymnasium in the Young Woman's 
Christian Association. Mrs. James Sprague, Mrs. George 
Kramer, Miss May Vandergrift, Miss Gertrude Guffey, Miss 
Matilda Kuhn, Mrs. Zant Miller and her daughter Marie, Mrs. 
M. A. Jones, Mrs. George B. Moore, Mrs. Z. Bailey Ogden, 
Mrs. Arthur Burgoyne and two daughters, Ellen and Anna, 
Mrs. L. J. Libzey, Miss Martha Biggert and volunteers from 
different clubs, came each day. We carried the work on all 
through the summer. . 

The United States Government sent seeds for use of chil- 
dren in Pittsburgh Schools. From the seeds we were able to 
give a great many bouquets, and there were some flowers sent 
to the Chamber of Commerce to show what they were like, 
they were received with warmest words of commendation 
for their beauty. Some of them lasted until all others had been 
killed by the frost. When too late for schools, the flowers 
were sent to the hospitals and distributed among the tene- 
ment districts. 



EAST END FLOWER COMMITTEE. 



!Mrs. Omar Scott Dicker, Chairman. 
This branch committee was in charge of a little less than 
half of the Parks and Playgrounds, as the work had grown too 
heavy for a single committee to handle. At the Chatham 
School room on Highland avenue, a group of women compris- 
ing Mrs. Omar Scott Decker, Mrs. Wm. H. Carothers, Mrs. 
Henry Barton, Mrs. Howell Van Blarcum, Mrs. Joseph H. 
Moore, Miss Sara Shaw, Miss Beulah Martin, Mrs. Howard 
Morton, Miss Lucile Davis, Mrs. Frank T. Hogg and Miss 
Kennard. Flowers were procured by this committee from a 
number of private gardens and from the parks. The contri- 
butions from Mrs. Wm. E. Lincoln, Mrs. Clemson, Mrs. Hart- 
ley, Mrs. Hogg, Mrs. King, and from Messrs. Randolph & Mc- 
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Clements were particularly helpful. At the O'Hara School 
a large committee assembled each Friday morning to bunch 
the flowers sent in large baskets from Canonsburg and Oak- 
mont and these beautiful bunches were often found to be so 
abundant that some could be spared for other schools. 



FLOWER DAY COMMITTEES. 



Central Committee. 

Mrs. Minnie O. Roberts, Chairman. 

Mrs. Robert D. Coard, Vice Chairman. 

Mrs. George B. Moore, 

Mrs. Warren Elsey, 

Mrs. George Kramer, 

Mrs. Wm. K. McKenna, 

Mrs. Zant Miller, 

And others to be selected by the Chairman. 

East End Committee. 

Mrs. Omar S. Decker, Chairman. 

Mrs. Wm. H. Carothers, Vice Chairman. 

Mrs. J. D. Murray, 

Miss Eva Gamble, 

Miss Lillie Morris, 

And others to be selected by the Chairman. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 1907. 



Adams, Mrs. S. Jarvis $ 10 00 

Allen, Colonel E. J 10 00 

Anderson, Mrs. William C 2 00 

Armstrong, Miss Eliza D 5 00 

Bailey, Mrs. John H 75 00 

Bailey, Reade W., Esq 10 00 

Ballard, Mrs. Frederic L 5 00 

Beatty, Miss Elizabeth L 5 00 

Beggs, Mrs. Harry C 25 00 

Bennett, Mrs. John G 5 00 

Bissell, Mrs. George, W. J 25 00 

Brown, Major A. M 10 00 

Cash (through Mrs. O. S. Decker) 10 00 

Cash 100 00 

Cassidy, Mrs. William H 15 00 

Chislett, Mrs. Richard E 5 00 

Clapp, Mrs. George H 5 00 

Clarkson, Mrs. T. Chalmers , 10 00 

Clemson, Mrs. D. M 25 00 

Curry, Mrs. Henry M 75 00 

Gushing, Mrs. William C 5 00 

Davis, Mrs. Annie M 5 00 

Day, Mrs. Thomas P 5 00 

Dempster, Mrs. Alexander M 10 00 

Denny, Miss Matilda W 20 00 

Dilworth, Mrs. George W 100 00 

Dilworth, Mrs. Louise M SO 00 

Eaton, Mrs. Percival J 10 00 

Edwards, Mrs. George B 100 00 

Elkins, Mrs. George W 25 00 

English, Mrs. H. D. W 10 00 

Ewart, Mrs. Samuel 5 o<^ 

Ferguson, Mrs. John Scott 10 00 

Fisher, Mrs. J. J 25 00 
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Foster, Mrs. William S 300 

Gillespie, Mrs. David L 10 00 

Gordon, Mrs. George B ^ 25 00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 5 00 

GuHck, R. M., Esq 10 00 

Hart, Mrs. Sarah W 10 00 

Hegeman, Miss Annie M 50 00 

Heinz, Henry J., Esq 25 00 

Hoeveler, Mrs. William A 25 00 

Hogg, Mrs. John T 25 00 

Hostetter, Mfs. D. Herbert 25 00 

Jackson, Miss Mary L 25 00 

Jenkins, Mrs. Thomas Clifton 10 00 

Johnson, George E., Esq 25 00 

Kay, James I., Esq 10 00 

Kelly, Mrs. Samuel R 25 00 

Kirkpatrick, Mrs. John C 5 00 

Laughlin, Mrs. Henry A 30 00 

Lincoln, Mrs. William E 10 00 

Lippincott, Mrs. John C 20 00 

Lockhart, Mrs. James H 50 00 

Logan, Mrs. Edward P 5 00 

Mackintosh, Miss Elizabeth B 5 00 

Magee, Mrs. Christopher L 100 00 

Marsh, Mrs. Joseph W 10 00 

Marshall, Mrs. Ruth 5 00 

Mehard, Hon. S. S 5 00 

Mellon, Mrs. James R 50 00 

Mellor, Mrs. Charles C 5 00 

Miller, Mrs. Mortimer C 20 00 

Miller, Mrs. Reuben 25 00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H 85 00 

Moorehead, Mrs. Maxwell K 10 00 

Murdoch, Mrs. Frank H 10 00 

McCormick, Mrs. David C 5 00 

McCune, Mrs. John R. Senior 20 00 

McGirr, Frank C, Esq 10 00 

McKeever, Lacey S., Esq 20 00 

McKelvy, Mrs. William M 25 00 

McLean, Mrs. Charles B 25 00 
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McLain, Mrs. Will lo oo 

Negley, Mrs. Henry H 20 oo 

Oliver, Mrs. James B 10 cx> 

Osborne, Mrs. Loyall A 10 00 

Painter, Mrs. Park 12 50 

Painter, Park, Esq 15 00 

Palmer, Mrs. J. E i 3 00 

Park, Miss Nellie G 25 00 

Phipps, Lawrence C, Esq 50 00 

Porter, Henry Kirke, Esq 100 00 

Porter, Mr. and Mrs. John L 15 00 

Porter, Honorable William D 10 00 

Queen, Mrs. Emmett 25 00 

Reed, Mrs. Robert R 5 00 

Rook, Mrs. Alexander W 25 00 

Schoen, Mrs. William H 25 00 

Scott, Mrs. William 20 00 

Smith, ^Irs. A. C i 00 

Stephenson, IMrs. John G, 25 00 

Stevenson, Miss Mary E 15 00 

Stewart, Mrs. David G 10 00 

Stewart, Mrs. Eleanor D 25 00 

Tener, Mrs. George E 10 00 

Thaw, Benjamin, Esq 20 00 

Thompson, Mrs. William R 100 00 

Wainwright, Miss Abigail 15 00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 50 00 

Wattles, Mr. and Mrs. W. W 10 00 

Weil, Mrs. A. Leo 10 00 

Wells, Miss Alice M 5 00 

Wilson, Mrs. Columbus J 5 00 

Wilson, Mrs. George C 5 00 

Woods, Edward A., Esq 10 00 

Wurts, Mrs. Alexander J 10 00 
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Contributions from Clubs and Associations. 



Columbian Council of Jewish Women $ 25 00 

Columbian Council of Jewish Women, for Recreation 

Park Trees 5 00 

Epoch Club , 30 00 

Ladies' Mitten Club 5 00 

New Era Club 75 00 

Travellers' Club 8 50 

Twentieth Century Club 75 00 

Wimodausis 35 00 

Women's Club, Members of 5 00 

Dolly Madison Chapter U. S. D., 1812, for Lawrence 

Park Flag 10 50 

Pittsburgh Chapter Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion 15 00 

Pittsburgh Chapter D. A. R.— 

By Mrs. George T. Clarkson 5 00 

By Miss M. O'H. Darlington 20 00 

By Mrs. Robinson F. Downey 3 00 

By Miss Sophia G. MoCormick 10 00 

By Mrs. Elizabeth Stussy 2 00 

By Miss Alice C. Truby i 00 



41 00 
$330 00 



Associate Membership Fees. 

Dolly Madison Chapter U. S. D., 1812 $ i 00 

Lawrenceville New Century Club i 00 

Pittsburgh Chapter D. A. R i 00 

New Era Club i 00 

Teachers' Art Club i 00 

Traveller's Club i 00 

Women's Qub i 00 

Women's Southern Society i 00 



8 00 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 PITTSBURQH PLAY GROUNDS, VACATION 



Mijk and Ice Fund. 

Percentage from proceeds of — 

Milk and Ice Carnival $ 2,y 38 

Cash contributions for Milk and Ice Fund 31 62 

59 00 
Buster Brown Benefit, Alvin Theatre: 

Boxes $135 00 

Less printing and postage for 
advertising 30 75 

104 25— 104 25 
Tickets sold by Association. . .$157 00 
Tickets sold 96 50 

$253 50 
Less percentage 176 20 

$ 77 30 
Less Clerical service, 
postage and station- 
ery 12 25 

65 05 

169 30 
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THE PLAYGROUNDS OF PITTSBURGH 



B7 Beulah Kennard 

President Pittsburgh Playground Association. 



(A history prepared for the Pittsburgh Survey.) 



The development of the playground system of Pittsburgh 
has been unique in its combination of the playground and 
vacation school ideals. Further, it has been up to the present 
time a successful experiment in co-operation between the city 
administration and an unofficial body. Pittsburgh is not yet 
among the most favored cities in either the number or material 
equipment of her playgrounds, but her careful classification 
and intensive work among the children for the past twelve 
years have been thought worthy of study by cities haviui? 
much more extensive systems; and, more, local public sen- 
timent has developed until the time is ripe for a comprehen- 
sive city plan. 

Pittsburgh had been a tj'pical American industrial city 
in her single-hearted devotion to business and her apparent 
indifference to' any pleasures other than the satisfaction of 
success. Her almost unlimited natural resources which might 
have given the people a prosperous sense of leisure, her three 
noble rivers, her coal and iron and oil, were only serving to 
make the ''workshop of the world'- a greater workshop — not to 
make it either beautiful or livable. From the hilltops one 
might see the outlines of the superb setting of this gate oC 
the west, but at closer range the beauty was lost in narrow 
streets, incongruous, haphazard buildings and smoke. Char- 
acteristically also the city which had forgotten the meaning 
and the uses of leisure had forgotten the use and value of 
recreation. Perhaps the Scotch-Irish settlers of an earlier 
day *'took their pleasures sadly'' like our English cousins, 
but it is rather surprising that the large numbers of play- 
loving Germans should have done so little to provide whole- 
some amusement for their families. 

Twelve years ago Pittsburgh was in as great need of 
play and playgrounds as it could well be. No town of its 
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size in the country had so neglected to provide for public* 
parks of which there were only two within the limits of the 
old city, and of these two, Highland Park was then only a 
barren, almost treeless hill, crowned with a reservoir and 
encircled by a few carriage roads. Schenle}' Park, which had 
been given to the city by Mrs. Schenley, the expatriated 
owner of very large property holdings in the city, was a 
very uneven tract with valleys to be bridged and steep hill- 
sides more ornamental than useful. A deep ravine separated 
it from the crowded section on the west. It contained the 
city zoo and a fine conservatory, but was otherwise without 
any provision for recreation. Both of these parks were out 
of reach of the poor. On the north side of the river the smaller 
city had planned better. Riverview Park was on the edge 
of things also, but through the heart of Allegheny ran a long 
narrow common which was accessible to the poorer sections. 
This common did not suggest or provide for play, but it was 
level, green and shaded, a pleasant resting place for tired 
eyes. Mothers and nurses with very little children were often 
seen on its walks and once a year the school children were 
entertained on the grass. 

In all the mill and tenement districts of Pittsburgh, in 
the river wards, the ''Hill District," the South Side, West 
End or Hazelw^ood there was not a foot of land for park or 
common except a little thirty-foot wide strip of grass on 
Second avenue near the Court House, and on this the adjoin- 
ing property holders were looking with covetous eyes. How 
could we think of parks and playgrounds when all the land 
and even the river banks were needed for business? Every- 
where the bluffs rose at a very short distance from the rivers, 
crowding mills and mill workers into uncomfortably close 
companionship. The small area of level ground downtown 
had been built over many years before congestion began and 
the old, one-family houses were overflowing with a dense 
population for which they had neither enough rooms nor 
proi)er sanitary facilities. 

The tiny yards were often filled with hovels or sheds used 
as dwellings, and those remaining Avere filled with rubbish 
even a^s they are today. The earlier residents of these neigh- 
borhoods had either moved awav or had been overwhelmed 
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by successive waves of foreigners, an alien people with lower 
standards of living, who had thronged through the city's gates 
and settled down upon the most crowded districts. The situ- 
ation was made much worse by the high rents which caused 
many families occupying only two or three rooms to take 
as boarders the unmarried mill operatives, whose alternate 
night and day shifts compelled them to live near their work. 
Some thousands of beds in these small and ill-ventilated quar- 
ters were occupied day and night, creating for the children 
of the family conditions supposed to belong only to abject 
poverty. Play in a steaming kitchen or home workshop is dif- 
ficult and unwelcome, but play in the bedroom of sleeping 
boarders is impossible. 

These practically homeless children had no yards. Their 
only playground was the street with its narrow sidewalks 
and the space between the curbs filled with a constantly in- 
creasing traflBc. The steep hillsides above gave so insecure 
a foundation to the rickety frame houses attached to them 
that these houses were often built into the hill, so that tluj 
rear of the lower stories were without light and air. They 
had not a foot of yard space for play nor even the facilities 
of modern school buildings in these older wards. The schools 
had neither gymnasiums nor a&sembly hall and their inade- 
quate yards were almost never used, but the children of these 
districts had little desire to play. The nature of the mill 
population, recruited yearly from the oppressed and impover- 
ished peasants of Southeastern Europe, had much to do with 
the lack of play spirit. These people seemingly are not rich 
in play traditions and customs or they leave behind them 
those which they had at home. We unconsciously assume that 
all children play because they are children, forgetting that 
play is a social inheritance. Children, whether savage or 
civilized, learn their games from one another and from imi- 
tating and symbolizing adult life. Most of the essential facts 
about any civilization are revealed by its games, and in this 
light American children of today are seen to be poorer in 
imagination, ideality and invention than their forefathers; 
for they have lost many of the old games. But the children 
among the mills were usually of foreign parentage if not of 
foreign birth. Their new Americanism demanded complete 
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forgetfulness of the old country and its ways. They must 
adopt the play traditions of their adopted country. But what 
suggestion of play could they find in a city of iron whose 
monster machinery rested neither day nor night? Their sur- 
roundings were ugly and forlorn. In many places green 
things could not grow because of the pall of smoke which 
swept heavily down, clouding the sunlight, and leaving a 
deposit of grime on everything, including the children. It 
the imagination is fed by sense impressions these children 
could have little idea of life other than mere existence for 
the sake of work. Without playground or i)lay traditions 
or imagination or vitality, we found that these children liter- 
ally did not know how to play. 

Like ancient Gaul, Pittsburgh is divided into three parts, 
and these parts are subdivided by the hills into smaller sections 
which sometimes have almost impassable boundaries. The 
racial differences in the small populations so segregated would 
make them most interesting and picturesque groups if so many 
of them were not dominated by the masterful and prosaic 
mill. In the Penn avenue district is a dense tenement popu- 
lation of Italians, Poles, Irish and Slavic people with a grow- 
ing colony of Greeks. The shops have strange names above 
their doors. The women wear kerchiefs on their heads and 
all the little girls seem to be carrying babies, while streets 
and alleys swarm with children. They would be such pretty 
children if they were not quite so dirty. At the West End 
are mam' Welsh and Irish families who have lived among the 
mills for two generations. They show more signs of degen- 
eracy than their new neighbors or the more shifting Penn 
avenue population. But what can be expected of people whose 
homes face the open sides of a roaring steel mill and whose 
back windows are overshadowed by a railroad? They have 
not one green or beautiful spot for their eyes except the far 
away tops of the hills above. A five-year-old girl in this 
neighborhood asked her teacher if she had ever ridden in 
the police wagon and was much surprised to learn that she 
had not. She exclaimed proudly, **My pa has ridden in it 
four times and ma three, and when I'm big enough I'm 
going too.'' 

Several of the mill districts are fallen from a better estate. 
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The large section of the South Side of the Mononj^ahela and 
some of the wards in Allegheny were settled for many years 
b}^ substantial German, Welsh and Irish families whose heads 
were mill operatives when rents were not so high and houses 
so poor, who could have comfortable homes and a fair stand- 
ard of living, and give their children a good education. A 
radical change has taken place since the Slavs and Polesi 
have supplanted many of the older residents. Some of their 
homes have no floor except the ground and no window glass. 

Among the neighborhoods away from the shadow of the 
mill, the *'Hill District, '' rising from Fifth avenue to the 
bluff above Bedford is the most picturesque. The southern 
and eastern part is almost entirely Jewish. Six thousand 
Roumanians and Poles besides other nationalities live within 
a half mile radius in this overcrowded section. At the top 
of the hill and on the western slope is a dense population of 
colored people who are being hemmed in and crowded by aa 
equally dense settlement of Italians, Syrians and Armenians, 
who have taken possession of Sixth avenue and the radiating 
alleys and are rapidly moving eastward. These are only a 
few instances of the heterosjeneous alien population of the 
city. There are also children in Pittsburgh who have been 
Americans long enough to wish that they were something else, 
but they seem to be far outnumbered by the foster brothers 
of little Jacob Molina ky, who said, **My name is Polish, 
but I^m an American.'' Loyal little souls! Their adopted 
country has often treated them as the proverbial step-children 
and not as her own free born. 

In 1896, when the Civic Club recently formed was look- 
ing for work, it saw tlie yardless, forlorn homes of these chil- 
dren and the crowded streets, and determined to open the 
school yards as playgrounds. It provided a few swings, toys 
and sand, and by a fortunate mistake put two kindergar- 
teners in charge instead of one. In order to keep the teach- 
ers busy the visiting committee suggeste.l that a little pro- 
gram be arranged dividiner the time between stories, songs, 
directed games and free play for the different groups of chil- 
dren. The first playground w^as in a ward settled by middle 
class people and this plan worked smoothly enough, though 
the children needed more assistance in play than might have 
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been expected. Then the committee entered two mill neigh- 
borhoods and met the real difficulty. Never having lived next 
to a mill and always having had a 3'ard and a doorstep of 
their own, they could not understand it. That children should 
not know how to play was most astonishing. The committee 
could not believe it. Some of them do not believe it now. 
They think that the children played while they were not look- 
ing. But the trained and experienced teachers soon discovered 
the spiritual starvation of their charges and set themselves 
immediately to do intensive work. The morning program 
began with a march around the yard led by a drummer boy 
in the full pride of his noise. Children came running from 
all directions. They sang and saluted the flag and then were 
divided into groups for games and free play with the sand 
and swings. About the middle of the session, toys were put 
away and all the children gathered in the kindergarten room 
while the teachers told stories or taught kindergarten games 
and songs with piano accompaniment. The trained teachers 
were usually assisted by volunteers from the committee who 
were not content to observe and criticise, but spent many 
mornings guarding swings, taking care of babies to relieve 
the little sister mothers, telling stories and bringing flowers 
each week for distribution. After the second year, the Chil- 
dren's Department of the Carnegie Library sent trained story 
tellers to the playgrounds and also distributed books to the 
children, co-operating most effectively with the committee. 

North of Penn avenue a playground was opened among 
colored children whose homes were indescribable and whose 
parents did not seem to care where their children were. An 
exception, however, was the mother of one small vagrant — 
who came to the playground and carried him home in high 
indignation. He had been required to obey some simple rule 
and she told the teachers that if her boy could not do as 
he pleased at school, she would keep him at home where he 
could. After four years spent among the white children near 
here the kindergartner said, "They cannot plan games for 
themselves, but they now will continue to play after we have 
left Ihem and you do not know how much that means in this 
place." Children on some playgrounds did not know why 
they were there. 
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One of the pathological conditions observed among Pitts- 
burgh children is their feverish, unchildlike desire for work — 
real work, not play. This was most intense in the *'Hill 
District," where it was encouraged by the parents. Girls 
would not come to the playground unless bribed with sew- 
ing classes and parents continually asked that children only 
six or seven be given sew^ing. They said, **It is no good to 
come to play." This is a region of tobacco factories and 
sweatshops in which before the passage of the child labor law 
children were put into the industrial treadmill very early. 

The boys were not so abnormally industrious as the girls. 
Some were rather too docile and quiet, but quite as often 
they had acquired the roving spirit of the tramp. The gan*? 
was found everywhere among the street-bred children, but 
it had developed in its most dangerous form in Soho, when.*, 
with the Irishman's genius for organization, the older boys 
had formed a band of robbers that terrorized the neighbor- 
hood, while tiny fellows just out of the kindergarten were 
learning the rules of the game. After taking the names of 
more than a dozen of these one morning we accidentally 
learned that every name was an alias! Among the West End 
mills, where the little girl wanted to ride in the patrol wagon, 
the boys were nearly all sneak thieves and apparently had no 
sense of the right of property. They stole things of no value 
to them, and stole from one another even when honest with 
the teacher. 

More than half of the Pitt-sburgh playgrounds have been 
in these sections where the children were sub-normal and 
apparently tending to degeneracy because of their unfortunate 
surroundings, children whose love of beauty was rudimentary, 
whose imagination was so dwarfed that they never could think 
of anything to make or anything to play and whose knowledge 
of nature was so limited that only six out of forty knew the 
robin, while one child asked if a great owl were a humming 
bird. 

In the middle class neighborhoods on both sides of the 
rivers the children were bright, active and resourceful. It 
was a joy to be Avith them, for they knew *Svhat to do next,'" 
and they were a great relief to our minds for we did not want 
to consider the others the Pittsburgh t3^pe. 
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After five years' experience the committee felt that the 
children on the playgrounds must be better classified and 
that more attention should be given to the older boys and 
girls. Much had been accomplished for individual children. 
Little sister-mothers had gone home with more childlike ex- 
pressions on their faces. Real mothers and fathers had come 
with grateful words to the gates and many parents under- 
stood their own children better after seeing them happy and 
obedient in a child world. But the small yards with their 
limited apparatus were adapted only for the use of young 
children and even these could not receive enough personal 
attention from the overtaxed kindergartners. The older girls 
would not or could not come unless given some definite train- 
ing. Those who wandered in soon became restless, begging 
for sewing or some other form of occupation, while the boys 
made such a nuisance of themselves that they forfeited their 
privileges early in the season and only remained to menace 
the ** kindergarten'' from outside. The committee, therefore, 
in&tead of increasing the number of playgrounds decided to 
extend the usefulness of those already opened. In order that 
the older children might learn to play, suitable playfellows 
for them must be found and their desire for work must be 
met. After experimenting for two years with vacation school 
methods, the committee decided to combine the vacation school 
with the playground. The program for the younger children 
was unchanged. For those over eight years of age it was 
revised to include some form of industrial work, music, nature 
study and clay modelling, or drawing in colors. Part of the 
morning was always devoted to games. When twelve play- 
ground schools had been planned, the committee found itself 
quite unable to pay the salaries of enough teachers to take 
care of them. With a courage born of necessity the committee 
members then assumed the responsibilities of volunteer prin- 
cipals. The twelve small schools were opened with only two 
or three trained teachers at each center and the street boys 
came in like a flood. The general chairman's memories of 
that summer are very vivid — in one school a howling mob 
of colored boys surrounding the altogether helpless little 
teacher, who had offered to give them a nature lesson — in 
another a stampede of Polish, Italian and Irish boys from 
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the drawing-room where the necessities of a limited schedule 
had sent them. Everj^where was an overpowering sense oE 
the street. But every woman stood by her post to the end. 
By means of careful supervision, weekly teachers' conferences 
and sheer determination, the summer was brought to a suc- 
cessful close. 

The development of these **schools of play'' has been the 
work of the last five years. The endeavor has been to base 
each department on a normal play instinct and to keep them 
spontaneous, childlike and joyous, without strain and without 
self -consciousness. In the ''carpenter shop^;" boys are given 
play models and allowed to use the saw and plane like men. 
In the art classes, Indian or war stories are illustrated on 
large sheets of paper, while the girls paint flowers and birds 
and stencil dainty patterns which they have themselves de- 
signed. They use live models whenever possible, and parrots, 
puppies, cats, geese and chickens are carried from school to 
school to the great delight of the children. Dancing and 
rhythmic gymnastic exercises receive much attention, as the 
children do not know how to use either hands or feet well. 
They can neither stand nor walk nor throw a ball straight. 
Classes in cooking and nursing have been fitted in wherever 
space can be found, the boys being as anxious to cook as the 
girls. But to the over-industrious teachers and children one 
inflexible rule has been given— ** The play period must not 
be encroached upon." Every teacher has her game book and 
must learn to play if she has forgotten how. 

As the number of trained teachers has been increased 
the volunteer committee has gradually resumed the social 
duties of earlier days. 

One charming custom of our playgrounds is the weekly 
flower day during the summer to which flower lovers for 
twenty miles around the city contribute. Great baskets of 
flowers are sent from city and suburban gardens and scores 
of women spend Thursday evening and Friday morning in 
tying thousands of bouquets. The love of flowers seems to 
be an absorbing passion from the tiniest babies to the rough- 
est boys and for days after the distribution the windows of 
the tenements are brightened by them. 
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What have these play schools accomplished in the past 
seven years? When we go back to the mill neighborhoods 
we see no outward change. There is the same dirt and over- 
crowding. The mills have not changed in appearance and the 
operatives have not changed in character. The population 
is if anything more dense, but families have been helped, as 
these children have been trained to make the home cleaner 
and the clothes less dependent on *'the strained devotion of 
a pin.'' Little girls have taught their mothers how to cook 
wholesome, plain food and their care of the spoiled tenemeut 
baby has been more intelligent. At one school the girls were 
asked if their babies ever drank coffee. Everyone answered, 
**Yes."' AVlien the babies are put on a milk diet instead of 
one including coflfee, doughnuts and bananas, they will lie 
in a basket or hammock, and the little sisters that tend them 
can themselves rest or play with other children. 

The playgrounds are of help in solving the child laboi' 
problem. Many parents put their children to work during 
the summer vacation, not because they need the pittance 
which the child can earn, but to save them from the demor- 
alization of the street. When these boys and girls are four- 
teen yenrs old they seldom return to school. Such parents 
are more than willing to make use of the playground school 
instead of the factory or mill. Little Michel Strozzi's father 
had put him in the glass works for the summer, but he sent 
him to the vacation school more than a mile away where the 
child, small and delicate for his age, ran and jumped and 
built pyramids with other boys, handled tools, made toys and 
plaj'ed with earnestness which expanded his lungs, straight- 
ened his back, and steadied his active little brain for another 
year of effective study. 

And the gang has been tamed. The West End gang 
whose ideals had been confined to baseball and pugilism be- 
came enthusiastic carpenters. Their devotion to the fine, 
clean young fellow who was their instructor was pathetic. 
They followed him around. In order to cure the sneak thiev- 
ing he would leave all the material out on the ball field and 
go away without making any boy responsible for it. The 
next morning every bat and ball and glove would be returned. 
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In another school the following rules Avere composed 
and written on the board by a basketry class of small boy^s: 



You must not sass the teacher. 
You must not chew gum. 
You must not talk loud. 
You must not break the rules. 



The social results of such diversified and intimate work 
cannot be estimated. Manual training has been introduced 
into a number of sclj<ools, library' groups and clubs have been 
started, and the settlement classes have continued the spirit 
of the playgrounds. 

We would rather judge them, however, by the great 
play festival at Schenley Park which closed the season of 1908. 
Three thousand children who had been regular enough in 
their attendance to learn games and drills and folk dances 
came from every part of the city, flying their school pennants 
from the car windows, waving the school colors and shouting 
the school yells. At the top of the hill they formed in pro- 
cession and marched down eight abreast, singing the play- 
ground marching song as they passed in review before the 
mayor and city officials. First came the babies with their 
barrows and buckets and shovels, their toys and pin wheels; 
then children a little older in flower chains and horse reins; 
boys on stilts and girls with rag dolls of their own making; 
then boys and girls bringing toy.^, carts and all manner of other 
things which they had made ; and last the symbolic procession 
of the arts and crafts of the play schools. The carpenters in 
cap and apron, the housewives dressed as Puritan maidens, 
the cooks in white and the nurses in blue with the red cross 
on their arm, the metal workers Avith their mimic swords, 
the gardeners in overalls and farmers' hats with home-made 
rakes over their shoulders, the peasant dancers, the singers, 
the basket makers disguised as real Indians, the potters and 
the painters in blouses, the weavers and the needle worker, 
all carrying their banners and the tools of their craft. The 
teachers marched with the children, and janitors and custo- 
dians who would not be left out brought up the rear. Before 
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the procession was ended a sudden storm drove the children 
into the buildings near by, drenched but happy. After the 
storm they trooped out again and scattered over the field 
for games. Drills, dances, races and other contests, and a 
wonderful circus for the boys followed quickly enough to bo 
bewildering to the spectators. At any time when children 
were free they wandered about the park wondering at so 
much luiused space. Then, with the assembly, the flag salute 
and the singing of America, the long lines of children were 
oif and away, in perfect order, yet without stiffness or con- 
straint, after the ** happiest day of their lives.'' 

As the officers of the association watched them they re- 
membered the tAvelve years and were content with this be- 
ginning. 

The administration of the Pittsburgh playground system 
illustrates the theory that the American people will let yon 
try any method of doing things so long as 3'ou get them suc- 
cessfully^ done. 

There was no general playground sentiment in the city 
when the little committee from a department of the Civic 
Club asked permission to open a few school yard playgrounds 
and offered to pay all expenses including the salary of the 
janitor. Even this modest request was refused by the first 
local school board and was only granted by a second after 
political sanction had been given. Three years later the com- 
mittee received its first appropriation of $1,500 from the 
Central Board of Education. A Pittsburgh man, Burd S. Pat- 
terson, had in 1895 secured the passage of a State law by 
which town or borough officials and school boards were 
specifically authorized to use school yards as playgrounds, 
and to purchase or lease ground for recreation purposes, as 
well as to provide for the maintenance of such grounds, but 
Philadelphia made the first use of the law. In that city the 
school playgrounds are still maintained by the Board of Edu- 
cation. In our decentralized ward system of school control, 
however, the Central Board of Education had no jurisdiction 
over the use of the local school buildings or yards and could 
not carry out any consistent plan. The Civic Club was obliged 
to act as the agent of the Central Board in expending the 
annual appropriation and to ask each local board for the use 
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of the school yards under its control. The school system 
has not changed during the past twelve years and the selec- 
tion of schools each season has alwaj'^s been a complicated 
and trying process. When the work in a certain school has 
been known for years to every child in the neighborhood, a 
long explanation may be required by some newly elected 
director who has never heard of a playground. 

In 1900 the Civic Club felt that more popular support 
was needed and the woman's clubs were asked to co-operate 
with it in more extended plans. From the club delegates a 
joint committee was formed which conducted the playgrounds 
for the next six years. Few of the women's clubs had been 
doing any kind of civic work, and they became enthusiastic, 
making playground interests an important feature of club life, 
contributing liberally from their treasuries, and sending many 
volunteers. The Central Board of Education gradually in- 
creased its appropriation to $9,500 in 1908, but a considerable 
sum was added to this through private contributions by which 
the expon^ses of administration were met and the Allegheny 
playgrounds .supported vmtil 1903. At that time Allegheny 
Councils began to assume the latter charges. 

After the school playgrounds came our city playgrounds, 
or *' recreation parks/' as they have been grandly styled. The 
histor}^ of these began with 1901. Pittsburgh Councils had 
appropriated $1,500 for ** recreation grounds," but no one 
seemed to know where or how or by whom the money was 
to be expended. The city owned no such grounds, except 
Snyder's Square, which is still used for the storage of city 
pipe and for the improvement of which there is a standing 
blanket appropriation of $5,000. An abandoned reservoir 
called Bedford Basin was a possible playground, being filled 
by contract, but did not need an appropriation that year at 
least. The joint committee went to the Mayor and a.sked for 
half of the money. One of the committee members had found 
a piece of ground adjoining the South Side High School which 
the owner would loan for a playground and the committee 
wanted it. The money was granted, the square was fenced 
and a back-stop and shed were built. That little square, 
without a tree or blade of grass, the ground filled with broken 
bricks and glass and cut off from the main street by a hideous 
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bill board fence, was called the ** South Side Recreation Park," 
the pride and joy of the whole South Side. For three years 
there was no other. The committee was allowed to spend the 
remainder of the $1,500 there, for Bedford Basin was not 
ready and in the meantime the Central Board of Education 
had bought the property as a protection to the school. The 
year 1904 was critical. Bedford Basin was ** filled," and 
named Washington Park, but no one seemed inclined to make it 
a park except in name. A rough, uneven fieid of about seven 
acres, only protected on one side by a broken wall, and higher 
up the hill a cinder heap. This was the unpromising site for 
a park. Councils had appropriated more money for it. but 
the joint committee could not put even a shed on city prop- 
erty without the consent of the director of pubJic works, who 
was not an enthusiast on the subject of small parks. There 
were many conferences and residents in the neighborhood took 
a hand. The committee's plans were approved ten days before 
the summer season began. Within a few hours workmen were 
on the ground and this second park was opened with a sixty- 
foot shelter house and a fence on the girls' playground (the 
cinder heap) ; and a back-stop, lavatory and fence on the 
ball field below; the work being completed a week after the 
general opening day. To save confusion of terms it was then 
necessary to coin this definition: **When is a playground a 
park?" ** Whenever it is not a school yard." 

In 1903 and 1904 the joint committee had asked councils 
for appropriations for the recreation grounds ** under its care." 
The payments from these appropriations were made on war- 
ranto drawn on the city treasury and the committee was obliged 
to assume the responsibilities of a city bureau with the title 
** Bureau of Recreation Grounds," acting as a branch of the 
Department of Public Works co-ordinate with the Bureau of 
Parks. There was no ordinance creating it. It simply was 
because it had to be. Its annual estimate of expenses was 
now submitted to the Mayor and sent by him to Councils 
with the estimates of other bureaus. Its contracts were mada 
through the Controller's office, subject to the usual restrictions 
as to competition and advertising, after the plans had been 
approved by the Director of the Department of Public Works. 
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In the fall of 1904, the complications arising from the 
receipt of appropriations from two different cities and the 
adjustment of many diverse interests led to a division in the 
joint committee in order that Pittsburgh and Allegheny might 
work out their problems independently. In March, 1906, the 
Pittsburgh branch of the committee was incorporated as the 
Pittsburg Playground Association and with this more stable 
organization as its sponsor, the ])lay ground system has de- 
veloped rapidly during the past two years. In 1906-7 a hand- 
some gymnasium was built at Lawrence Park, a six-acre tract 
which had been bought by the city in 1900, but not improved 
until five years later. Two smaller buildings were erected at 
Washington and South Side parks and another ball field 
and plaA'ground were opened on leased property. Council- 
men were beginning to see the value of playgrounds in their 
wards and, when the association came before the finance 
committee asking for $32,000 for permanent improvements 
and maintenance, the amount was increased to $36,000 on con- 
dition that three new projects should be undertaken. A few 
months later the association was given an opportunity to buy 
the material of a fireproof building in Schenley Park for a 
sixth of its original cost. Councils approved of this purchase 
and A'^otod enough money from its own contingent fund to 
erect the shell of a gymnasium, one hundred and forty feet 
long, on Washington Park. During the following summer the 
ground was cleared for another park on the South Side, and 
the old Government building at Arsenal Park were adapted 
to playground purposes. Effective use-was made also of the 
gardens on this property and six other city playgrounds of 
varying sizes and equipment were opened. For the main- 
tenance and improvement of the grounds now in use over one 
hundred thousand dollars was voted by Councils in Febru- 
ary, 1908, and the beginning of the new fiscal year sees the 
completion of the large biiilding at Washington Park, and 
notable improvements at Lawrence, Ormsby, Arsenal and 
Denny Parks. These include two open air swimming pools 
and two large wading pools. Further, a city plan has been 
prepared for recreation centers in all the parkless section? 
of the city. This plan, to cost about $2,000,000, would have 
been submitted to the people at the November election had 
not the hard times and the necessity for completing the fil- 
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tration plant made retrenchment in other directions advisable 
All the work of the Playground Association is done with the 
co-operation of the city administration. It is in constant com- 
munication with the Director of Public Works and the Bureau 
of Parks. Councilmen are consulted with reference to the 
needs of their wards and they have deprecated the establish- 
ment of an official bureau so long as the association is willing 
to assume the responsibility. 

While waiting for the adoption of the city plan, the 
association is completing the equipment of the five large 
centers now open in order to make them of the greatest pos- 
sible value to their neighborhoods. In 1907 one of the most 
thoroughly trained playground men in the country, George 
E. Johnson, was secured as superintendent of the whole system. 
Mr. Johnson has a scholar's appreciation of the educational 
side of the problem and a keen sympathy for the social needs 
of the city. Under his direction systematic winter work was 
carried on last winter at three centers. This season fi\e cen- 
ters are in use for indoor gymnasium, singing, carpentry, 
sewing and housekeeping classes in the afternoon and even- 
ing; and preparations are being made for play rooms for the 
younger children. Registrations for these classes have far 
exceeded the capacity of our present equipmcmt. Through 
the efforts of Mr. Johnson an arrangement has recently been 
made with the University of Pittsburgh by which play- 
ground and public school teachers and others preparing them- 
selves for teaching, may take a special course in social psy- 
chology and education and in the special playground branches. 
They receive credits from the university and the association 
for their work. 

The playgrounds and recreation centers of Pittsburg have 
only touched the fringe of the tenement a:nd working men's 
neighborhoods, but the problem is now plainly stated. Its 
solution is a question of time. The playground movement in 
America is justified by the immediate response which has 
come to it from cities and villages and even country places; 
and the desire for freedom, the play instinct, is not least in- 
sistent in our great industrial centers. In Pittsburgh play- 
grounds are no longer a luxury — they are a necessity. Because 
of the need for relaxation from the pressure of city life and 
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labor, because children do not find in the street and the school 
and the home — especially the tenement home-;-all the neces- 
sities of life and growth, and because the European comes 
to us as raw material needing much social training and disci- 
pline to fit him for the responsibilities of American citizen- 
ship, we must have playgrounds. 

The recreation center is one of the great agencies in 
counteracting the forces which tend to disintegrate and de- 
socialize our modem industrial cities. Here will be empha- 
sized the human factor which is reduced to its lowest terms in 
highly specialized forms of manufacture and distribution. 
Here all the children of a neighborhood will gather for play. 
The center will have a playroom for little ones too young to 
attend school, and after school hours, in winter and on the 
long summer mornings, it will provide the place and ma- 
terials for the play of school children. By intelligent direction 
of the play instinct it will make the natural connection be- 
tween pla\^ and work. For the young people it will provide 
a place for wholesome amusement at a critical time in their 
lives when the home cannot and ought not to confine their 
growing social interests within its walls, but should keep in 
touch with all these interests and be related to them. This 
relation is natural in the democratic freedom of the recrea- 
tion center, and for tired fathers and mothers, who need a 
place where they may meet their neighbor.^ and widen their 
acquaintance, it will have something corresponding to the 
town room of old New England. 

The school house may often be used to meet the social 
needs of our congested neighborhoods. School yards can be 
open in summer and after school hours in winter, and should 
be supplied with apparatus and directors of play. The build- 
ing can also be open in the winter for the same purposes. But 
few school buildings in the older parts of Pittsburgh are 
capable of extended use, and wherever the school's limitations 
are reached the distinctive play center must supply its de- 
ficiencies. 

The recreation center has a larger field than the school 
and appeals to many adults who will not go to the school, but 
will respond quickly to the call to play. In its broadest ap- 
plication this may save the laborer from the downward pull of 
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unrelieved drudgery. Through it some of the traditions of 
beauty which are the inheritance of our newest citizens may 
become our own. What vandals we have been to set Italy 
only to digging in our ditches and Greece to stoking furnaces! 
We have piled money upon money in our safety deposit vaults, 
but we have wasted our human riches in a way that is even 
more stupid than it is cruel. 

To the child of poverty, the city must restore his birth- 
right by obliterating the slum, making healthy bodies and 
minds possible for all by setting the little ones of the tenement 
and factory in real child gardens. To the boys and girls of all 
classes the city must give a generous education of body and 
mind. The playground and the school must co-operate in guid- 
ing and developing their latent powers. The city must re- 
-create the bond of fellow^ship between the poor and the rich 
that shall make their common human interests paramount to 
the competitive war which sets them in opposing and jealous 
camps. The common denominator may most often be found in 
the play spirit and to this we may look for the civic unity of 
the coming time. 
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SErRETARY'S REPORT 



To the mcinhcrs of the Pittsburoh Pinyground Association : 

The time of the Annual Meetinjr was chanired by an amend- 
ment to the by-laws Artiele II., Section I., from October to 
January. On account of this ehanire this report will cover the 
work of fifteen months. 

The appropriations for both Parks and Vacation Schools 
ha\e increased. From the Central Board we received for Vaca- 
tion Schools and Playsrrounds $0,500, an increase of $2,000 
over the previous year: for the maintenance and equipment of 
Parks $.*^:il(K) was frranted by Councils; $70,000 wa-s ap- 
propriated for permanent improvements in Parks, by a council- 
manic bond issue. With such ^enerouf appropriations many 
permanent improvements were made and an additional Vaca- 
tion School was opened. In December, 1907, a Buster Brown 
benefit was piven at the Alvin Theater. Our offices were re- 
leased and we still remain in the same location. 

Active winter work be^an at Lawrence, Washington and 
South Side Parks in November, 1907. The grirls had cooking:, 
embroidery and physical traininfr, which included games, 
dances and free play. The boys were also busy in their special 
lines of work. On Monday afternoons an assistant from the 
Children's Department of Carnegie Library gathered thi* 
children in the library of Lawrence Field House for the story 
hour. 

On December 13th, 1907, the Executive Board was called 
in special session to consider the repeated suggestion of city 
officials and the Chairman of the Finance Committee of Coun- 
cils that we endeavor to effect a consolidation with the Vaca- 
tion School Association of Allegheny in order to secure the 
greatest economy and efficiency in Playground work. The 
following resolution was unanimously adopted. Whereas: The 
Pittsburgh Playground Association and the Vacation School 
Association of Allegheny have now come under one municipal 
administration, therefore, be it Resolved: That the Executive 
l^oard of The Pittsburgh Playground Association hereby 
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records itself as being in favor of ultimately consolidating the 
work so as to secure its best general development and provide 
most effectively for all the children of the greater city, and in 
the meantime to stand ready to consider any plans to facilitate 
the present work. In pursuance of this resolution a meeting 
of the two Boards of the two Associations was called in the 
oflfice of the Director of Public Works, but the Allegheny As- 
sociation declined even to consider such a proposition. 

Lawrence Field House was finished early in the year and 
many entertainments were given in the gymnasium. The 
Mandolin Club of Carnegie Technical Schools as well as the. 
Glee Club gave concerts. An illustrated lecture was given by 
Dr. Allen. The Altruistic Section of the Tuesday Musical 
Club gave us an evening. Prof. Webster gave a lecture on 
Birds. The Daughters of the American Revolution gave an 
illustrated lecture on America. Mr. Samuel A. Ammon read 
the lecture. The Woman's Club of the City of Pittsburgh in 
December, 1908, gave a Christmas celebration. These delight- 
ful, varied and instructive entertainments gave pleasure to the 
children, their parents and friends. 

On consultation with JMayor Guthrie it was thought best 
that no changes should be made at this time in the manage- 
ment of Parks and Vacation Schools as vested in and ad- 
ministered by the Pittsburgh Playground Association. It was 
also decided at the meeting of the Association held March 12th, 
1908, that Chairmen of the Schools and Parks should have 
definite duties assigned them : they to have full control of day 
nurseries, mothers' meetings, flower days and all social affairs 
and to subscribe only to the rules and regulations of the As- 
sociation as administered through the Board. 

The Association was honored by having our President 
placed on the Fourth of July Committee, a branch of the 
Sesqui-Centennial Committee. Patriotic observances of the day 
were given and various games participated in by the children 
at Washington, Schenley, Arsenal and Ormsby Parks. 

Miss Kennard attended the National Conference of 
Charities and Corrections held in Richmond, Va., in May, the 
National Congress of the Playground Association of America 
held in Xew York from the eighth to the twelfth of September 
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inclusive, and a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
National Playground Association held in New York City, Octo- 
ber 29th. 

Through conference and observation our President keeps 
in touch with allied organizations and with our National work- 
ers. In October the Board of the Pittsburgh Playground As- 
sociation attended the banquet given by the Congress of Clubs 
of Allegheny County to the Officers, Directors and Chairmen of 
standing committees of the State Federation of Pennsylvania 
Women. 

On May 28th, 1908, Mrs. Howard Morton, a valued 
member of our Board, died at Atlantic City. At a special 
meeting of the Board of Directors action was taken and resolu- 
tions ordered to be drawn by the Recording Secretary and 
presented to the Association to be engrossed on the minutes 
as a testimonial to her lovable character, unselfish disposition 
and faithfulness in her work. Mrs. W. C. Anderson and Mrs. 
lyfattie Patterson resigned from the Board, leaving three vacan- 
cies. These three (3) unexpired terras were filled by the ap- 
pointments of Mrs. George Oliver, Mrs. Frank Hogg and Mrs. 
Hugh Pendleton Allen. Mrs. Allen resigned soon after her 
appointment and was succeeded by Miss M. E. Stevenson, one 
of our pioneer members and earnest workers. 

The summer session of the Parks and Vacation Schools 
opened July 9th and continued for five weeks and two days. 
There were six large parks, six playgrounds and ten vacation 
schools. 

A Play Festival was held in Schenley Park, Flag Staff 
Hill, August 13th, 1908. Over three thousand (3,000) children 
from 22 Schools and Parks took part in the games, dances, 
drills, races, etc. 

Two floats were the contribution of the Playground As- 
sociation to the Sesqui-Centennial Pageant. One float repre- 
sented the Old AVoman who Lived in a Shoe. The second float 
represented the different games, dances and occupations of the 
Playground work. 

We were greatly disappointed to have our request for a 
bond issue for the purchase of grounds for Recreation Parks 
and permanent improvements acted ui)on unfavorably and post- 
poned to a future time. 
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The swimming and wading pools at Lawrence Park were 
formally opened Sept. 29th, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Forbes 
of Scotland, and Miss Washington, a lineal descendant of the 
George Washington family, three of the city's distinguished 
guests during the Sesqui-Centennial, were present at the dedi- 
cation. An exhibit from the Association was placed on the 
walki at Carnegie Institute during the meetings of the Civic 
Association of America and the National Municipal League 
held from 17th-2(>th of November. 

This winter the building at Arsenal Park has been lighted 
and some evening work is being done there. The new gym- 
nasium and building at Washington Park is completed. The 
swimming pool at Ormsby Park is also finished. Several new 
committees have been formed as new necessities have pre- 
sented themselves. The Playground Association of America 
has accepted the invitation of the Pittsburgh Pla>'ground As- 
sociation to hold its annual meeting in Pittsburgh in May. 

Dr. White of the University of Pittsburgh is giving an 
interesting course of lectures Saturday mornings at Lawrence 
Field House. 

We have 15 clubs, Associate Members: [23 members have 
paid annual dues of $1.00 for 1908]. Five meetings of the 
Pitt«?burgh Playground Association have been held, fourteen 
regular board meetings, six adjourned meetings and eight spe- 
cial meetings. 

The work of the past fifteen (15) months lies tabulated 
before you; the results of the work lie in the future. We 
hope that better men and women, better citizens, better wage 
earners and better home makers, that men and women with 
love for justice, goodness, truth, beauty, arts, crafts and 
science will be the fruitage of this patient sowing. Drummond 
says: '*God is all for quality: Man for quantity. But the im- 
mediate ws^i^iX of the world at this moment is not for more 
of us, but, if I may use the expression, a better brand of us." 
For that result the Pittsburgh Playground Association is 
striving. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENNIE JOHNSTON WRAY, 

Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Pittsburgh Playground Association — Expenditures 1908 

Paid to salaries of teachers in ten playgrounds and vacation 

schools $6,451.92 

Paid to instlcute lectures 50.00 

Paid to salaries of janitors 653.40 

Paid to extra work by janitors 52.00 

Total $7,207.32 

Paid to salary of superintendent (11 months) 733.3 J 

Paid to clerical work 136.75 

Paid to salary of supervisor of supplies 70.00 

Total paid to salaries $8,147.41 

Paid to salary for investigation of congested districts and 

photographic work 27.00 

Paid to labor cleaning St Elizabeth's Church for use of Rals- 
ton School classes 18.45 

P&id to equipment, supplies, expressage, incidentals, printing 
■' and repairs in playground and vacation school depart- 
ment 1,864.95 

Printing, postage, incidentals, including reports ($223.95).. 487.26 
Rent of offices, assembly room and Carnegie Lecture Hall, in- 
cluding $150.00 for 1907 accounts 220.00 

Office telephone service 73.95 

Office ice and water service 38.30 

Office towel service 15.00 

School ice and water service 66.78 

School towel service 27.00 

Printing and postage in Treasurer's department 77.00 

Paid to Milk and Ice Association for Park Playgrounds 138.85 

Paid to Mothers* Meetings 6.75 

Paid to Flower Committee, incidental expenses 6.00 

Paid to photographic work and supplies 124.00 

(Play-festival, investigation of congested districts, park 
and school playground work for Civic Association exhi- 
bition.) 

Play Festival, incidental expenses 10.65 

Sesqui-Centennial exhibition expenses 35.65 

State Federation of Pennsylvania Women, badges and cards. . 1.95 
Expenses of delegate to annual meeting of Playground Asso- 
ciation of America, and to Executive Board meeting 100.45 

Transportation of supervisors to all parks and playgrounds.. 32.00 

Office furniture and repairs 38.92 

Membership in Playground Association of America 10.00 

Subscription to Charities and Commons 1.00 

' Total expenditures $11,569.32 

EDITH D. AMMON, 

Treasurer. 
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Pittsburgh Playgiound Association — Receipts 1908 

Received from appropriation by Central Board of Education.. $9,500.00 

Received from individual contributors 1,694.50 

Received from clubs and associations 227.50 

Total $11,422.00 

Received from individuals and associations for milk and ice 

fund 87.50 

Received from members' fees 23.00 

Received from sale of milk supplied for children out of 

playgrounds $18.21 

Received from balance of Supervisor's incidental ac- 
count 7.15 

Received from surplus material sold 35.33 

60.69 

Total receipts $11,593.19 

Total expenditures 11,569.32 

Balance in bank January 1, 19C9 $ 23.87 

EDITH D. AMMON, 

Treasurer. 
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Recreation Parks 

Expenditures February Ist, 1008, to February 1st, 1009. 

Appropriation by Councils for equipment and maintenance. .. $33,100.00 
Balance from 1907 7,047.57 



Total available $40,147.57 

Councilmanic Bond Issu8 for — Washington Park. .$25,000.00 

for— Lawrence Park 35,000.00 

for—Ormsby Park 10,000.00 



Total amount available for permanent improve- 
ments $70,000.00 70,000.00 



Total amount available for equipment, maintenance and per- 
manent improvements $110,147.57 



EXPENDED FOR— 

Salaries^Superintendent $2,700.00 

Clerical service and supervision of 

supplies 1,520.50 

$4,220.50 

Custodians, matrons and watchmen 4,066.90 

Supervisors of departments and teachers 12,047.12 

Labor 328.08 

$20,662.60 

Equipment, supplies and alterations 9,820.30 

CONTRACTS FOR— 

Erection of pergola, wading pool and sand courts (contract 

$4,321.00), fees and grading for Lawrence Park 4,752.25 

Payments on contract, architect's fees and excavating for 

Washington Park Field House 2,260.16 



Total $37,485.31 

EDITH D. AMMON, 

Treasurer. 



Contracts let under bond issues for — 

Swimming pool and building at Lawrence Park, 
Completion and equipment of Field House at W^ashington Park, 
Swimming pool, dressing rooms, equipment and alterations of Club 
House at Ormsby Park; not completed at the close of the fiscal 
year, February 1st, 1909. 

EDITH D. AMMON, 

Treasurer. 
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Disbursements of Appropriation No. 200 for the Year 1908 

February $2,555.84 

March 1.276.34 

April 1,904.53 

May 2,644.65 

June 4,877.25 

July 11,359.96 

August 2,432.85 

September 2,096.01 

October 1,964.56 

November 2,244.72 

December 2,211.58 

January ('09) 1,917.32 

$37,485.31 

(Signed) F. A. KIMBALL, 

City Auditor. 
April 21, 1909. 
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SUPERINTENDEXT'S REPORT 



To the Executive Board of the Pittsburgh Playground Associa- 
tion : 

Ladies : 

T have the honor to submit to you the second annual 
report of the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association, this being the report for the year ending January 
1st 1909. 



Material Progress 

Lawrence Park, Forty-Sixth and Butler Streets 

During the past year the following improvements have 
been made at Lawrence Park. A pergola with wading pool 
and sand gardens has been erected at a cost of $4,584. The 
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accompanying!: cut jrives a general idea of this addition 
to our parks, the first of its kind in Pittsburgh. 

Another improvement at Lawrence Park is the swimmini? 
pool and bath house erected at a cost of $35,0(X). The second 
Hoor of the bath house is divided into class and club rooms. 

Following are plans of the pool and bath house: 

Arsenal Park, Thirty-Ninth Street and Fenn Avenue 

Under the direction of the Bureau of Parks, Arsenal Park 
has been greatly improved architecturally. The general scheme 
submitted by the Playground Association and worked out in 
detail by the Bureau of Parks was designed to provide in 
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the heart of a thickly populated district a bit of ** God's 
Earth," alike a joy to the eyes aud an invitation to children 
to play. 

Ample room has been planned for wardens and here many 
hundred city children will find an almost ideal school of api- 
culture and nature study. An out-door grymnasium has been 
provided tor boys and men and another for j<irls and women. 
A larpre natural sand garden and a small natural pond pro- 
vide additional attractions and the old arsenal building still 
serves as a center for various classes in nature study, indus- 
trial occupations, dramatics, singing;, dancinp:. «:ames ^nd erym- 
nastics. 
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The photofirraphs on pajres 35, 37 and 55 and diagram on 
paf?e 54 are of interest in this connection. 

Washington Park, Bedford Avenue 

At Washington Park a new field house has been erected 
at a cost of $40,000. The frame of this building was CviU- 
fetructed a year ago out of the material obtained in the razing 
of the Carnegie Temporary Art Gallery. From this economical 
beginning has resulted a field house as unique as it is suitable. 
This building stands almost as a symbol of the work of the 
Association. A large gymnasium for the joyous games and 
social activities of children and youth, which serves also 
secondarily as a well-staged auditorium, is the central feature, 
while nursery, cla.»*s and club rooms suggest the other types 
of Association work. 

The pictures and plans on pages 23, 25 and 43 give the 
essential details. 

Ormsby Park, Twenty-Second and Carson Streets 

This park and all its equipment came into possession of 
the Association during the past year. The ball field, out-door 
gymna-sium and substantial dwelling of nine rooms have served 
the purposes of the Association well, although a new field 
house is greatly needed. At this park an open-air swimming 
pool has been constructed at a cost of $7,500. 

South Side Park, Ninth and Carson Streets 

The small gymnasium at this park has been greatly 
improved by several alterations. 

Denny Park, Thirty-Sixth and Liberty Avenue 

This park was graded last s[)ring and a very good ball 
field constructed, and bleachers and hood erected. Also a 
small dressing room with shower bath for the use of ball 
teams. 
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The following is a comparative table of playground data 
for the years 1907 and 1908 : 
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In this connection if will be interesting to note also the 
general material progress during the years 1901-1908. Tho 
diagrams on page 49 show the increase in acreage, and in appro- 
priations for maintenance and improvements. 

AVhile the material progress noted above is most gratify- 
ing, it would enable one to judge more accurately regarding 
this growth if some adequate standards as to area and ex- 
penditure for maintenance and improvements could be sug- 
gested for cities the size of Pittsburgh. With this in view 
the diagrams on page 49 were constructed. The circles indicate 
the standards for Pittsburgh and the segments indicate the 
relation of the actual to the standards. 

The standard for the acreage of public playgrounds in a 
city ha* been variously estimated. The standard which is 
used in this report fixes the proportionate area of public i>lay- 
grounds to total area of the city at one one-hundredth. The 
area of Pittsburgh fnot including the North Side) is 20,480 
acres. This would make the standard area of public playgrounds 
for Pittsburgh a little over 204 acres. The ratio of actual 
playground area to standard area is rei)resented in the dia- 
gram. While the standard area is somewhat arbitrary, it is 
not difficult to show its reasonableness. Some authorities state 
that one-tenth of the area of a well-planned city should be 
devoted to parks. Few would say that it would be exces- 
sive to devote one-tenth of a city's park area to playgrounds 
accessible to children. Joseph Lee, in *' Playground Legis- 
lation/' sets as a standard one acre of playground to each 
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thousand of population. This standard would require a play- 
g^round acreage for Pittsburg considerably greater than that 
given above. 

The standard for maintenaoce is likewise an arbitrary one. 
The justification of the standard maintenance appropriation 
in Pittsburgh of $800,000 yearly lies mainly in the following 
claims: 

I. Playground work is now considered by a large and 
constantly increasing number of educators to be an educational 
work, so far as preparation for citizenship is concerned, per- 
fectly comparable with the work of the public schools. 

II. The public schools of Pittsburgh are in session about 
forty weeks of the year. During the long summer vacation 
of ten weeks, the parks, playgrounds and vacation schools 
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continue in a peculiar and efficient way the work of public} 
education. 

III. In addition to the vacation time, the parks and play- 
grounds servo during a portion of each school day the cause 
of public education and the welfare of future citizens. The 
school day is ordinarily five hours in length. The time that 
growing children should spend daily in play can scarcely be 
less than one-fourth of that given to sedentary occupations. 
According to the best authorities on school hygiene, the rela- 
tive amount of time that should be given to play and physical 
exercise is much greater than this, as Ls shown by the preced- 
ing diagram based on the best available data from authorities. 

IV. The recreation parks and playgrounds serve the wel- 
fare of a large number of children under school age, also an 
increasingly large number above school age. 

If the recreation parks can serve the welfare of school 
children for at least one-half as many hours per year as do th«i 
public schools; if the training for citizenship obtained in 
recreation parks and playgrounds is indeed comparable with 
that obtained in the public schools; if the recreation parks 
and playgrounds can reach both below the school age and 
beyond it, extending their beneficent influence through a longer 
term of years and to a more general public than do the schools, 
one-half as great an expenditure as that for schools would 
not seem excejisive. The annual expenditure for the mainten- 
ance of public schools in Pittsburgh is about $1,600,000. One- 
half Ihat amount is not too much to be eventually expended 
for the maintenance of recreation parks, playgrounds and 
vacation schools. 

Last fall the Pittsburgh Playground Association made a 
request to Councils to submit the question of a bond issue to 
the amount of $2,000,000, to be expended in providing recrea- 
tion centers. This request was made after a study of the 
needs of our city. That amount is here made the basis of the 
standard indicated in the circle. 

Educational Progress 

In order to get a clearer picture of the educational work 
of the association, if possible, come with me in imagination to 
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a vacation school. It is a new school in a neighborhood over- 
whelmingly foreign. It is the first day of the school and we 
arrive early. A large crowd of noisy children awaits outside 
the fence, for the gates are locked. Some of the children 
are playing in the sand intended for the sand box in th<,^ 
school yard, but which for some reason has been dumped on 
the street outside. We gain admission to the building. Evi- 
dently there is trouble. The janitor is there in all his power 
and the teachers meekly wonder what they will do, for tht* 
janitor has said that no rooms above the basement are to 
be used; that in one large room in the basement shall be 
conducted simultaneously the classes in physical training 
basketry and nature study for boys, the classes in physical 
training, sewing, basketry and art for girls, and on stormy 
days the kindergarten children may likewise be gathered into 
this room out of the rain. 

But matters are soon adjusted and the building is granted 
for general use. Then we prepare to let the children into 
the yard. Evidently the janitor expects trouble. He opens 
the gates shouting loudly at the mob of young humanity 
which rushes in. A gentle-voiced woman advances to meet 
the turbulent throng and gives a few directions. Somehow, 
immediately, order begins to arise out ofc* chaos. The boys 
arrange, somewhat as to size, on this side, the girls on that, 
and between them form the youngest children and the littl«^ 
mothers bent by the weight of babes in arms. A clear voice 
starts "My Country, 'tis of thee. Sweet land of liberty.'' 
Then a child is given the Stars and Stripes. He holds it aloft 
and a chorus of voices repeats, '*I s:ive my head, my heart and 
my hand to my country; one country, one language, one flag," 
while as many hands are lifted in hearty salute. 

Quickly the largest boys are drawn off to the manual 
training room by the teacher in charge, the next in size to the 
playground by the physical training teacher, and still another 
group to the basketry room by the maker of baskets. Th«j 
girls, likewise in groups, follow the sewing, physical training, 
art, or basketry teacher to their several rooms. And lastly 
the kindergarten children and little mothers with their tender 
charges are led to the playgrounds, the swings and the sand 
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boxes, and the Vacation School is fully inaugurated. We turn 
to the janitor, who for a time has seemed somewhat dazed, 
and we say, '*That is a quick way to quell a mob.'' The 
janitor recovers a bit of his former air, grows perceptibly 
larger and replies, **Yes, I knows just how to handle 'em.'' 
Later, as we pass out the gate we find the little tots of the 
playground w^ith shovel, wheelbarrow, or pail, falling upon 
the sand like ants upon a sugar lump and carrying it from 
the street to the boxes in the yard, where, the janitor, for 
reasons purely his own, refused to let the driver dump it, and 
before school was over that morning, as we afterward learn, 
there was not so much as a shovel full of sand left to mark 
the spot, and the co-operative effort of little hands and little 
feet had undone the ill caused by the act of constituted, but 
perverse and unsocial, authority. 

But we have not stopped long enough to discover what 
it is these groups of children do that attracts them to the 
school out of the free life and play of the streets; what it is 
that lays claim to the support of the public treasury on the 
jrround that it is educational. Let us hasten in imagination 
to Lawrence Park, which is one of our recreation centers and 
quite distinct from a vacation school, for another view of thft 
work. It is winter and the cold has driven the children in- 
doors, leaving the playground bleak and deserted. We enter 
a gymnasium and find the children gathered for the opening 
exercises of song and salute. Soon the sound of a bell sends 
some to other rooms while some remain in the gymnasium. 
We watch the marching, the gymnastic drills, the folk dances 
and the rollicking games. Reluctantly we leave during this 
noisy merriment, for somehow a pervading sense of the hap- 
piness of it all has stolen in upon us and holds us as by a 
charm. We follow our guide to see in turn the cooking class, 
the sewing class, the art class, and finally back again to the 
gymnasium, where all the children gather again for the choral 
singing. And they sing as birds sing, ear and voice attuned 
to one clear voice they imitate, and find expression and re- 
sponse in the wealth of their own emotional inheritance. 

And yet we have not seen all. There are the story club, 
the booklovers' club, the library, the dramatic class, the boys' 
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work, manual training, civic club,^ mandolin club, athletics, 
entertainments and socials for young and for old. In view 
of this necessary haste let us gather together on paper the 
different departments and lines of work, as follows: 

l*hysical Training. Marching, gymnastics, folk dances, 
apparatus work, games, free play, athletics, team games, in- 
dividual work, physical examinations, health talks. 

Domestic Science. Cooking, household management, nurs- 
ing and household science, sewing, dressmaking, embroidery; 
individual and group work. 

Manual Training. Woodwork, household utensils, repairs, 
toys. 

Music. Singing, chorals, musical clubs. 

Art. Picture study, modelling, narrative drawing, sketch- 
ing, color work, designing, stencilling, arts and crafts. 

Literature. Library, reading clubs. 

Civics. Civic clubs, debates. 

Dramatics. Pantomime, impromptu acting, plays. 

Socials and Entertainments. Parties, musicals, lectures. 

In order that the great educational opportunities of this 
work may be met with continually increasing wisdom and 
intelligence, Saturday courses in psychology, sociology and 
education have been inaugurated for Association teachers. 
These courses include special topics in educational and social 
psychology. This course is conducted by Dr. J. H. White, 
University of Pittsburgh. It involves the discussion of such 
problems as physical and social heredity, the fundamental 
instincts, nervous plasticity, the learning processes, rhythms, 
motor education; individual differences of character and in- 
telligence, their causes and their practical significance; the 
sex problem, abnormalities, mental economy and hygiene, the 
nascent periods, the individual and society; ideals. The course 
deals genetically with the problems and their bearing on 
education. Emphasis is placed and the work arranged to meet 
the needs of those taking the course. The work is supple- 
mented throughout by demonstrations and experiments, lec- 
tures, discussions and collateral readings. 
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Practical Problems in Education. This course is con- 
ducted by leaders associated with or procured by the Pitts- 
burgh Playground Association. It considers problems that 
confront public education in a great industrial city and the 
general and specific means of meeting the problems. It deals 
generally with the factors, social, economic and educational* 
which enter into and determine the work of the Association, 
and with the fundamental principles which underlie its methods 
of work. More specifically it considers such topics as: 

a. City conditions as affecting education. 

b. Hygiene in its broadest educational bearing, the 
growth and development of children, public and personal 
hygiene as it affects the child, health as an end in education. 

c. Play as a starting point for educational activities. 
The meaning, the physical, mental, moral and social aspects 
of play and recreation. 

d. Industrial and vocational training, the relation of 
the playground and social settlement work to the develop- 
ment and conservation of those power's and interests which 
are the basis of skill, efficiency and content in later vocations. 

e. The development of the social consciousness; personal 
.and social conduct, the opportunity of the playground and 
social settlement in the moral and social training of children 
and adults. 

Conferences. These are conducted at the close of lec- 
tures or at times determined by special appointment. They 
insure a more direct and personal discussion of topics of 
specific interest. 

Original Studies. Tliese are undertaken by those de- 
siring to do rej?earch work. Lines of study are suggested 
and every possible aid given in the matter of references to 
literature, methods of work, personal consultation and the like. 

Departmental Instruction. Practical instruction and 
demonstrations are given along the various lines of the Asso- 
ciation's work, such as physical training, play, games, folk 
dances, nature study, gardening, domestic science, domestic 
arts, manual training, singing and art. 

The University of Pittsburgh will give credits to those 
completing Dr. White's course and the collateral reading and 
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study. The Pittsburgh Playground Association will also give 
certificates for work satisfactorily accomplished. The courses 
are given at the Lawrence Park Field House, Forty-sixth and 
Butler Streets, at nine and ten o'clock Saturday mornings. 

Social Progress 

The three lines of progress, material, educational and 
social, are inseparably linked together and interdependent, 
but a word should be said in regard to social progress as dis- 
tinct from the others. 

This being the .second winter of our work, naturally 
the prolonged acquaintance of teachers and pupils has ma- 
terially strengthened the social influence of our centers. 

In the first place, the boys and girls, the young men and 
young women, have become intimateh^ known. Not only the 
personal contact in the class room and the clubs, but the 
card catalogue system we have inaugurated, aid us in gaining 
a rather complete knowledge of the individual. So far as 
possible a boy or girl is known: 

I. Physically. General health, physical defect?}, nutri- 
tion, endurance. 

II. Intellectually. General mentality, lines of strength 
and skill, lines of weakness. 

III. Industrially. Employment, physical effects of such 
employment, wages, hours of work, etc. 

IV. Morally. Temperament, lines of greatest interests, 
disposition, habits, character. 

V. Socially. In groups, at work, at play, in festivity, 
in the home, neighborhood, church. 

VI. In Prospect. In view of the above, where each is 
headed, toward what each should be turned. 

Here often we may discover talent (for each has some) 
and guide it; here, sometimes, discover genius and save it to 
the world. Our centers are indeed schools, but they are real 
life also, and our young friends here learn how to live by 
living. They are schools indeed, but not schools which draw 
pupils out of their own world into a new one, but rather 
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schools set up within the world of the child himself, where 
he finds himself at home, and finds himself in reality, perhaps 
forever. I dare not express the faith I have in the work 
of The Pittsburgh Playground Association. I fear it might 
descend to a boast. But when one sees men and women, such 
men and women in our city, misshfipen, shrunken, reverted 
in body, mind and soul, life's failure written so large and 
so miserably, one cannot help asking, **Is there need of thisf 
Our beloved Nation, ** conceived in liberty and dedicated 
to the proposition that all men are created equal,'' is awaken- 
ing to a truth greater than that of political and personal 
liberty', the truth that children are born, but men are made. 
Every year brings from the laboratory of science new evi- 
dence that our national ideal of the equality of men is not 
visionary. Physically, mentally morally, the children of all 
classes, rich or poor, good or bad, are much nearer equal than 
we supposed. Even blood will not tell, if it be not degen- 
erate, poisoned blood. We honor the man who improves the 
chrysanthemum, develops an edible fruit, or perfects a breed 
of hens or of horses. Could a nation have a greater mission 
in the world than to show that all its children can be men? 
In ancient Athens only those who received the degree ot* 
ot avopt^^ heroes, men, could be citizens, all the rest were 
just avdpwnok. All children born in our land are, by our 
Conslitution and political ideals, citizens. Shall we not have 
an ideal of citizenship as high as that of the ancient Greeks and 
make them all oi dv8p€^ men, or shall we suffer multitudes 
tc) become just ii^dprntToi^ human creatures? In this work, 
the playgrounds of our country, we are coming to see more 
and more clearly, have a large part to play. The advance- 
ment of playgrounds and playground work has become, in 
the nature of the case, in our great cities, an essential in 
our national ideal of *Mife, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness." 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. E. Johnson, 

Superintendent. 
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Vacation Schools 

Cost and Attendance by Departments 



Department. Salaries. 

Art $893.95 

Basketry 264.40 

Cooking 229.50 

Manual Training 670.50 

Music-Accompanists ... 508.30 

Nature Study 232.00 

Physical Training 1,096.32 

Playground 1,054.05 

Sewing 691.40 

Singing 135.50 







Cost per 






Avg. 


Pupil. 


Supplies. 


Total. 


Attend, 


. Day. 


$323.75 


$1,217.70 


866 


$.052 


76.20 


340.60 


175 


.072 


188.66 


418.16 


S3 


.186 


328.70 


1,005.20 


469 


.073 


52.26 


560.56 




.... 


32 48 


264.48 


157 


.062 


64 38 


1,160.70 


1.099 


.039 


207.85 


1321.90 


1,187 


.042 


243.95 


935.35 
135.50 


607 


.057 



Parks 

Cost and Attendance by Departments 
Summer Session 



Department. Salaries. 

Art $154.00 

Basketry 402.40 

Cooking 85.50 

Manual Training 443.50 

Mupic-Accompanists 350.25 

Nature Study 324.75 

Physical Training 2,416.40 

Playground 1.700.50 

Nursing 120.00 

Sewing 293.73 

Singing 132.25 

Total attendance summer session. 
Total attendance summer session, 
Average daily attendance summer 
Average daily attendance summor 







Cost per 






Avg. 


Pupil. 


Supplies. 


Total, 


Attend 


I. Day. 


188.09 


$242.09 


i;5 


%XM 


46.72 


449.12 


248 


.067 


32.0:> 


117.55 


45 


.096 


391.94 


835.44 


228 


.135 


98.50 


448.75 






76 53 


401.28 


149 


.099 


220.49 


2.036.89 


1,406 


, .069 


422.76 


2.123.26 
120.00 


1,804 


.043 


71.77 


365.50 
132.25 


21C 


.062 


1907.. .. 






110,22.1 


1008 






177,444 
4,40V 


session, 


1907 




session, 


1903 




6,572 
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Vacation Schools 

Cost and Attendance by Schools 
Summer Session 



School. Salaries. 

Andrews $742.40 

O'Hara ' 764.10 

Ralston 665.80 

Riverside 219.05 

Wickersham 650.67 

Hancock 586.65 

Oreenfleld 464.75 

Forbes 846.95 

Holmes 784.65 

Moorhead 742.9U 



Supplies. 
$229 03 
272.73 
205.62 
91.64 
152.72 
135.55 
132.ia 
164.45 
26r».07 
133 23 



Total. 

$971.43 

1,03683 

871.42 

311.59 

809.39 

722.20 

596.88 

1,011.40 

1,049.72 

876.13 



Cost per 

Avg. Pupil. 

Attend. Day. 

37S $.094 



310 
230 
106 
283 
134 
172 
436 
227 
268 



.124 

.14 

.108 

.105 

.199 

.128 

.084 

.171 

.121 



Totals 



...$6,474.82 $1,782.17 $8,256.99 2,544 $.12 



Parks and Playgrounds 

Co.Ht and Attendance by Park.s 
Summer Session 



Park or Playground. Salaries. 

Lawrence Park $858.29 

Ormsby Park 1,039.16 

Washington Park 1.107.20 

South Side Park 884.30 

Arsenal Park 1.011.83 

Denny Playground 277.00 

Elliott Playground 190.30 

Hazelwood Playground. 264.25 

Second Ave. Playground 32.50 

Adams Mkt. Playground 208.00 

Soho Playground 263.25 

Bloomfield Playground. 135.30 

Wickersham Extension. 51.75 

Riverside Extansion . . . 52.00 







Cost per 






Avg. 


Pupil. 


Supplies. 


Total. 


Attend 


Day. 


$339.93 


$1,198.22 


442 


$.10 


441.('1 


1,480.17 


644 


.085 


270.27 


1.377.47 


825 


.061 


152.92 


1.037.22 


359 


.107 


354.23 


1,306.06 


576 


,087 


71.81 


348.81 


191 


.066 


108.37 


298.67 


207 


.053 


48.80 


313.05 


191» 


.05S 


4S.65 


S1.15 


34 


.088 


33.96 


301.96 


192 


.058 


102.22 


365.47 


178 


.076 


94.56 


229.86 


98 


.086 


9.50 


61.25 


39 


.057 




52.00 


41 


.046 



Totals 



$6,375.13 $2,136.2;; $8,511.36 4.028 $.078 
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REPORT OF THE PARKS AND BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEE 

Among the various eommittees necessary for the siie- 
eessful working of The Pittsburgh Playground Association is 
one called The Parks and Buildings Committee. 

This came into existence in May, 1907, and was called 
the Building Committee. The special duty of its members 
is to visit the various Parks and Playgrounds under the Asso- 
ciation 's supervision at least once a week, inspect them, and 
see that the rules and regulations of the Executive Board 
concerning their care are obeyed. The members must also 
have an oversight of all buildings in process of construction 
or repair. 

To this end the Committee is divided into groups of 
two or three persons — each group visiting weekly the center 
assigned to its care for a month — the following month being 
transferred to a different location — that each member of the 
Conuiiittee may become familiar with the work as a whole, 
being thereby more able to judge of the application of the 
general rules to the various centers. 

The Superintendent is the one person familiar with ever^' 
detail of this intricate machinery, and must be the clearing 
house through which passes all the routine business of the 
Association, leaving the larger responsibilities of finance and 
government to the Executive Board. 

The energies of the Committee were first called into action 
in furnishing the beautiful new Field House at Lawrence Park. 
The commodious Gymnasium was fitted up with some simple 
equipment — a piano and chairs. Opening from this is an at- 
tractive Library, in which were book-cases, tables and chairs — 
of a dignified mission style — the coloring in harmony with 
the woodwork of the room — havinfi: in all a most pleasing 
effect. Here the children gather in the evening to receive 
hook? loaned by the City Library, and to read, or, perhaps, 
for a story hour. On the opposite side of the Gymnasium is 
a similar room, in which the Art Classes meet, and above is 
the dainty kitchen, equipped for instruction in cooking. 
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This building was then pronounced ready for a public 
inspection. And here, on October 26th, were invited the 
Mayor of the City, Members of the Council, Members of the 
School Board, and persons interested in the Association as 
contributors or active workers — to approve the building and 
meet tho fSuperintendent, Mr. Johnson, and his wife. They 
were entertained by an address from the former which was 
followed by some delightful music and an informal tea. 

Since this formal opening at the Field House the build- 
ing has been in constant use by the children of the neigh- 
borhood, during the afternoon and evening, and, occasionally, 
social entertainments are a feature. From a novel attraction 
in the Lawrenceville District it has grown into an absolute 
necessity, with its various classes in Gymnastics, Music, Art, 
Sewing, Basketry, Cooking and Woodwork. In the exten- 
sive field outside all healthgiving and invigorating games are 
carried on, and ere many months have passed (the Swimming 
Pool and the beautiful building connected with it are com- 
pleted, as well as the Pergola and Wading Pool — quite near), 
the people in the Lawrence Park district will awake to the 
fact that they have — all their own — a Park and Social Center, 
the beauty and utility of which they had never dreamed 
possible. 

Washington Park, Bedford Avenue, has been the field 
for our labors for perhaps a longer space of time, than any 
other, save South Side. From out the frail frame building, 
which has formed our center there, have come results be- 
yond our fondest hopes. The old Reservoir basin has been the 
scene of athletic contests and field sports in great variety. 
The building originally used as a temporary Art Gallery, 
during the remodeling of Carnegie Institute, was transferred 
to this center, and is being transformed into an ideal field 
house, meeting every demand of the work. 

In April our interests were directed to South Side, when 
we became more than ever allied to the demands of that 
vast population of w^orkers in the numerous manufacturing 
plants of that district, who. during unemployed hours, have 
so little diversion or entertainments for their best develop- 
ment. At the end of the Twenty-second Street Bridge the 
city came into possession of a considerable plot of ground 
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with the purpose of converting it into a center for the pleasant 
and profitable entertainment of that community. On one 
end of this plot is almost completed a library building which 
will be an ever increasing delight to the people. On the 
other portion, nearest the bridge, is a well equipped ball field. 
A comfortable brick dwelling standing on the property was 
made adaptable to the class in Gymnasium Instruction. Froia 
a small beginning the class has rapidly increased in numbers 
and in size beyond all expectations of the Association. Plans 
have been drawn for a splendid new building which will not 
only accommodate all the classes desired^ but will contain 
roomy halls for any meeting of a social and educational nature 
the older people may find profitable. Close by the Library 
Building is a swimming pool, almost completed, which will 
be a joy to the children. This group of buildings with the 
Athletic Park included, will form the mo&t beautiful an-l 
popular spot in all of South Side, and will furnish facilities 
for the intellectual and moral development as well as the* 
entertainment and recreation of the populace — which will be, 
to them, an ever increasing pride and pleasure. 

On the property of the Public School at Ninth and Car- 
son Streets is a small Gymnasium, in which the Association 
has conducted classics with great success. The large yard con- 
nected with the school building has been used as an Athletic 
Field, on which has been placed equipment for outdoor sports 
and en wliich has been held in the summer — festivals — demon- 
strations of the result of the work among the children, which, 
in its excellence, has aroused the admiration and astonishment 
of witnesses. 

The West End presents a new world to conquer — a lou«l 
and constant cry for help comes from that section of the City. 

One small Park has been our field of action there. Sum- 
mer work, with outdoor games, have been the limit of our 
possibilities. We are most eager to lend a helping hand to 
those who not only desire it, but would also appreciate the 
advantages being enjoyed in other sections of the City. 

From every quarter of the City in need of healthful ami 
helpful recreation for its youthful population comes the ap- 
pealing cry— ''Come over and help us.'' From lower Forbes 
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Street, especially, the demand is insistent. And we hope ere 
lonj? to transform Soho Dump into an oasis in that desert of 
degradation, which will redeem the district. 

To the citizens of Pittsburgh and especially to her city 
authorities, remains the duty to hold up the hands of the 
Association and keep them well supported until the battle 
is won. The people are convinced of the value of our work 
and the necessity for it. Then will we be able to build up a 
new nation of that vast array of unguarded and unguidcil 
children of our great city, that it may no longer become a 
reproach and a byword throughout the land, but that the 
next survey may be able to pronounce it a model — of moral, 
civic and political purity. 

MARTHA McK. MOORE, 
Chairman of the Parks and Buildings Committee. 
January 15th, 1909. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL 
EXTENSION 

The enthusiasm following the opening of the Field House 
in Lawrence Park and the gratifying results of the classes 
for boys and girls in the afternoon and evening, inspired the 
committee to make every effort to secure for children in other 
parts of the city the same advantages. Confideut of receiv- 
ing everywhere the same material aid that had enabled us 
to accomplish so much in Lawrence ville, we made several 
excurj?ions through Bloomfield, the *'Hiir' district, Soho. 
Hazelwo'^d, Mt. Washington, Elliott, the Garfield district and 
Negley's Run. Everywhere, having found the desirable plot 
of ground, we also found groups of children intensely inter- 
ested in our movements. 

In the Xegley Run district particularly, wiiere we wan- 
dered a long time in search of a possible location, we were 
followed b}' eager-faced boys anxious to give us all the in- 
formation they posKCSsed. l-nfortunately in that very neigh- 
borhood, where there are so many children in need of intel- 
ligent play and work, we were not able to open a playground 
last vear. 
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In Soho and Bloomficld, where we received the hearty 
support of public-spirited citizens, Ave were able to maintain 
playgrounds during the summer, and look forward to the time 
when those neighborhoods will possess Field Houses where 
the children may enjoy winter games and classes. 

At Arsenal Park, where there is a suitable building, such 
work was successfully inaugurated this winter. 

The desire to have as many children as possible enjoy 
the same play facilities that bring so much joy to the little 
ones in our play centers, suggested to our President a scheme 
which the Committee on Extension will endeavor to carry 
out. In many institutions throughout the county children aro 
gathered in large numbers and the cost of their maintenance 
taxes to the utmost limit the resources of the home, leavin?^ 
no fund for gymnastic apparatus or games. Why should we 
not try to introduce a little variety into the lives of those chil- 
dren by sending to them visiting teachers who might direct 
their play and encourage them to take more regular healthful 
exercise ^ 

With that end in view our committee visited several 
homes for children, and in three of these institutions we were 
assured that our assistance would be j^rratefuUy accepted. Thus 
encouraged, we hope to have a longer report of accomplished 
results to present to the Association at its next annual meeting. 

EUPHEMIE L. MACRCJM. 
Pittsburgh, January 15th. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VA CA TION SCHOOLS AND RECREA TION PARKS 65 



Contributors 1908 

Adams, Mrs. S. Jarvis $10.00 

Arnold, Mrs. James S 5.00 

Bailey, Mrs. John H 50.00 

Bailey, Reade W., Esq 10.00 

Ballard, Mrs. Frederic 5.00 

Beggs, Mrs. Harry C 25.00 

Bennett, Mrs. John G 5.00 

Bissell, Mrs. Geort^e W. J 20.00 

Brown, Major A. M 10.00 

Cash 100.00 

Cash 5.00 

Cassidy, Mrs. William II 15.00 

ChisJett, Mrs. Richard E 3.00 

Clapp, Mrs. George IT 5.00 

Clarkson, Mrs. T. Chalmers 10.00 

Clemson, xMrs. D. M 50.00 

Corcoran, Mrs. W. St. C. D 10.00 

Cashing, Mrs. William C 5.00 

Davis, Mrs. Annie M 5.00 

Darlington. Miss M. O'H 20.00 

Day, Mrs. Thomas P 5.00 

Dempster, Mrs. Alexander 10.00 

Denny, Miss Matilda W 25.00 

Dilworth, Mrs. George W 100.00 

Dilworth, Mrs. LouLse M 25.00 

Du Puy, Mrs. Herbert 50.00 

Eaton, Mrs. Percival J 5.00 

Edwards, Mrs. George B 100.00 

English, Mrs. H. D. W 10.00 

Ewart, Mrs. Samuel 5.00 

Fagan, Mrs. Charles A 5.00 

Fagan, Miss Grace, and Barbour, Miss Katherine 1.00 

Foster, Mrs. William S 3.00 

Goodstone, ]Mrs. M. A 3.50 

Gordon, Mrs. George B 25.00 

Gregg, Mrs. Thomas J., for milk and ice 5,00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 5.00 
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Hammond, Mrs, James II 10.00 

Hart, Mrs. Sarah W 10.00 

Hec^eraan, Miss Annie ]M 50.00 

IliUiard, Mrs. W. H. R 5.00 

Hillman, Mi-s. John H 10.00 

Hogg. Mrs. John T 10.00 

Holmes, Mrs. A. V 5.00 

Holmes, Mrs. A. V., for milk and ice 5.00 

Jackson, Miss Mary L 25.00 

Kaufman, iMrs. Clara French 10.00 

Kelly, Mrs. Samuel R 25.00 

Kirkpatrick, Mrs, John C 5.00 

Laughlin, Mrs. Henry A 30.00 

Lincoln, Mrs. William E 10.00 

Lockhart, Mrs. James H 50.00 

Mackintosh, Miss Elizabeth B 5.00 

Marsh, Mrs. Joseph W 10.00 

Marshall, Mrs. Ruth' A 5.00 

Mehard, Hon. S. S 5.00 

Miller, Mi-s. Charles L 10.00 

Milkr, Mrs. Mortimer C 20.00 

Miller, Mrs. Reuben 25.00 

Mitchell, Miss Elizabeth, for milk and ice 5.00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H 40.00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H., for milk and ice 10.00 

Moorhead, Mrs. William J 5.00 

Murdoch, Mrs. Frank H 10.00 

McConway, Mrs. William, for milk and ice 20.00 

McCormick, Mrs. D. C 5.00 

McCormick, Mihs Sophia (1 10.00 

McCune, Mrs. John R., Sr 20.00 

McGinley, Mrs. John R 50.00 

McKelvy, Mrs. William M 25.00 

McLain. Mrs. Will 10.00 

Negley, Mrs. Henry H 25.00 

Palmer, Mrs. J. E 2.00 

Phipps, Lawrence C, Esq 50.00 

Porter, Mr. and Mrs. John L 15.00 

Porter, Hon. William D 10.00 

Reineman, Mrs. Robert T 10.00 

Schoen, Mrs. William H 25.00 

Scott, Mrs. William 10.00 

Siviter, Mrs. W. H 5.00 

Smith, Mrs. Norman M 5.00 
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Stephenson, Mrs. John G 25.00 

Stevenson, Miss M. E 15.00 

Stewart, Mrs. E. D 25.00 

Stewart, Mrs. D. G 10.00 

Sturtevant, Mrs. Paul 5.00 

Taylor, Mrs. Charles L 10.00 

Tener, Mrs. George E 10.00 

Thompson, Mrs. William R 100.00 

Vander^rift, Mrs. Frances G 10.00 

Wain Wright, Miss Abigail 15.00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 25.00 

Wallace, Mrs. William T 2.00 

Wattles, Mr. and Mrs. W. W 10.00 

Wells, Miss Alice M 5.00 

Wilson, Mrs. Columbus J 5.00 

Wood, Mrs. Joseph, for milk and ice 10.00 

Woodweil, Mrs. John 10.00 

Columbian Council of Jewish Women 25.00 

Dolly Madison Chapter, U. S. D., by a member for milk 

and ice 10.00 

Dolly Madij'On Chapter, U. S. D., for milk and ice 2.50 

Epoch Club 27.00 

Ladies' Mitten Club 5.00 

Five Hundred Club, for milk and ice 20.00 

Pittsburgh Colony of New England Women 10.00 

Pittsburg Chapter, D. A. R j{;15.00 

Mrs. James R. Mellon, for flags ]f).50 

Mrs. Robinson F. Downey 5.00 

Mrs. Robert Garland 5.00 

Mi.ss Adelaide Lare 5.00 

Cash 18.00 

64.50 

Pittsburgh Sorosis 5.00 

Travellers' Club 6.00 

Twentieth Century Club 25.00 

Wash and Bath House Association 1.00 

Wimodausis 36.00 

Women V Club of Carnegie 1.00 

Women's Club of Oakmont 6.00 

Women's Club of Pittsburgh 5.00 

Women's Club of Wilkinsburg 10.00 

Women's Southern Society 1.00 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
January until July, 1909 

President, Miss Beulah Kennard 
First Vice President, Mrs. Wm. Macrum 
Second Vice President, Mrs. Frank M. Roessing 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Charles R. Wray 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Robert D. Coard 
Treasurer, Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon 
Mrs. Frank T. Hogg Miss Mary E. Stevenson 

Mrs. Joseph H. Moore Mrs. Samuel S. Miller 

Miss Mary WiUard Mrs. T. C. Clifford 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
July until December, 1909 

President, Miss Beulah Kennard 
First Vice President, Mrs. William Macrum 
Second Vice President, Mrs. Joseph H. Moore 
Recording Secretary, Miss Mary Willard 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Robert D. Coard 
Treasurer, Mrs. Frank M. Roessing 
Mrs. Frank T. Hogg Miss Mary E. Stevenson 

Mrs. Samuel S. Miller Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon 

Mrs. T. C. Clifford Mrs. George Kramer 



Dr. S. B. McCormick 
Mr. Burd S. Patterson 
Mr. A. B. Shepherd 
Dr. A. L. Lewin 
Mr. M. J. Ehrenfeld 
Mr. C. D. Connelley 
Mr. Wm. H. Stevenson 
Mr. John W. Beatty 
Mr. Frederick Crabtree 



ADVISORY BOARD 

Hon. W. M. Kennedy 
Mr. Benjamin Thaw 
Mr. William Matthews 
Mr. O. H. Allerton. Jr. 
Mr. D. L. Gillespie 
Mr. Chas. F. WeUer 
Dr. J. F. Eldwards 
Dr. John A, Brashear 
Mr. Allen T. Bums 
Mr. Marcus Rauh 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Will McLain, Chairman 
Mrs. Frederick McKee Mrs. James S. Martin 

Mrs. J. B. Montgomery Mrs. Geo. MacPherson 

Mrs. J. I. Buchanan 

COMMITTEE ON DRAMATICS AND CLUBS 

Mrs. DeWitt M. Taylor, Chairman 
Mrs. T. Marshall Harton Mrs. Wm. M. Carothers 

Mrs. John H. Armstrong Miss May L. Allen 

Miss May Stark 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Frank T. Hogg, Chairman 
Mrs. Samuel A. Anunon Mrs. T. C. Clifford 

Mrs. Addison B. Dally Mrs. George Oliver 

Miss Alice M. Parker Miss Mary E. Stevenson 

Mrs. J. G. Schreuder Miss Alice M. Thurston 

Mrs. oamuel H. Winner Mrs. Joseph H. Moore 

Miss Mary Willard 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL CENTERS 

Mr. William H. Stevenson Mrs. Will McLain 

Mrs. Frank M. Roessing Mr. Burd S. Patterson 

Mrs. Frank T. Hogg Mr. H. S. Hershberger 

Mr. W. S. Bell Dr. A. L. Lewin 

Mrs. J. H. Moore 

COMMITTEE ON LECTURES 

Mr. William H. Stevenson, Chairman 
Mr. Burd S. Patterson Dr. A. L. Lewin 

Mr. C. B. Connelley Mr. Frederick Crabtree 

Dr. J. F. Eldwards Dr. S. B. McCormick 

Mr. Allen T. Bums Mr. G. E. Johnson 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 



PARKS AND BUILDINGS COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Joseph H. Moore, Chairman 
Mrs. Henry B. Birch Miss M. E. Stevenson 

Mrs. Samuel S. Miller Mrs. T. C. Clifford 

Mrs. George MacPherson Mrs. George Kramer 

Mrs. S. A. Ammon 



COMMITTEE ON PICTURE EXHIBITIONS 

Mrs. Frank M. Roessing, Chairman 
Mrs. George Kramer Mrs. James I. Kay 

Mrs. Samuel S. Miller Mrs. George Hubbard 

Mrs. Warren Elsey 



FLOWER COMMITTEE 

Chairmen of Central Committee 
Mrs. T. C. Clifford Mrs. Samuel S. Miller 

Chairmen of Flower Committees 

Greenfield School Mrs. Warren Ellsey 

Holmes School Mrs. George MacPherson 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Andrews School Mrs. J. S. Flannery 

Dolly Madison Chapter 

Forbes School . Mrs. Robert D. Coard 

Woman's Club of Pittsburgh 

Minersville School Mrs. Walter Mellor 

Thaddeus Stevens School Mrs. W. S. Fulton 

Crafton Woman's Club 

Wickersham School Miss May Alien 

Ralston School Mi-^s Ca-iiield 

Mt. Washington School Miss Eiseman 

Columbian Council of Jewisii Women 

Springfield School Mir. Ceorge, Hubbard 

Travellers' Club 

Hazclwcod Flayg'ound Miss Mazie Vandergrift 

Laughters o[ tl:e American Revolution 

Elliott Park Miss Ellici Bachline 

Shtracien Methodist League 
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President's Annual Report 



HE past year has been an eventful one in the history 
of the Pittsburgh Playground Association and has 
been marked by several important changes. Immedi- 

m 71 Til ately after the last Annual Meeting the Executive 
XmUt Board took advantage of the clause in our by-laws 

L^^-J providing for the election of an Advisory Board and 
selected eighteen men who had been actively interested in play- 
grounds, either as individuals or as representatives of organiza- 
tions. This Advisory Board has been so helpful in carrying out 
the plans of the Association that we wonder how we had been 
successful without it. The earlier months of the year were occu- 
pied with preparations for the Annual Play Congress of the Play- 
ground Association of America which was to be held in this city 
by the invitation of the Pittsburgh Association. The plans in- 
cluded the selection of a meeting place and arrangements for the 
comfort and convenience of our guests, the completion of the 
Washington Park Field House and of the new building at 
Lawrence Park, a Festival of Folk Songs and Folk Dances to 
be given by the children of the winter play centers, and a Play 
Festival. Owing to unavoidable delays the Washington Park 
building was not entirely completed but the rest of the program 
was successfully carried out. 

The Congress meetings were held in Carnegie Music Hall 
and were attended by many Pittsburghers as well as out-of-town 
visitors and delegates. The Folk Song Concert was an artistic 
and financial success, attracting attention to one charming feature 
of our playground work and providing for the local expenses of 
the Congress which were borne by the Pittsburgh Association. 
The Play Festival was an event in local history. As the women of 
the Association were busily engaged in preparing for the Congress 
the festival was left in the hands of the Advisory Board and under 
their efficient management became a tremendous affair with the 
largest number of participants of any festival ever held in the coun- 
try. Nearly a hundred public and private schools were assigned 
playgrounds in Schenley Park and ten thousand children played 
games and danced upon these greens, while two thousand boys 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 



ran races and competed for other honors on the oval above. The 
master mind that planned the great festival and directed all its 
details including the final pageant of Pittsburgh with which it 
closed was that of our superintendent, Mr. Johnson, but its wonder- 
ful success was also due to the business management of Mr. 
William H. Stevenson, chairman of the day, to Mr. Geo. W. 
Burke for his careful preparations for the comfort of the great 
crowds, to the schools and the Boards of Trade and Chamber of 
Commerce and the National Societies that co-operated with the 
committee, to Mr. Ehrenfeld, chairman of transportation, who, 
with the cordial assistance of officials of the Pittsburgh Railways, 
brought the children to the park and took them home again in 
good season without a single accident, to the Committee on Field 
Events under the able leadership of Dr. Arthur A. Hammerschlag, 
the Finance Committee, of which Mr. Marcus Rauh was chair- 
man and the business firms who paid the festival expenses, espe- 
cially to our patron, Mr. Henry Phipps, for his unsolicited and 
generous help, to Mr. Patterson and the Pittsburgh press for giving 
it the widest publicity and to the ninety business men who made 
themselves responsible for the ninety playgrounds, nobly guarded 
them with their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor, mar- 
shalled the children for the procession, found lost parents and 
finally placed their charges safely on the waiting cars. Pitts- 
burgh had never known such a play day but she means to have 
more of them in the future. 

The next event in Association history was one which caused 
us much sorrow and regret. At the June meeting of the Executive 
Board Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon, who had felt for some time the 
necessity of giving up part of the work but had consented to wait 
until after the Congress, sent in her resignation from the office of 
Treasurer which she had held for nine years. In the year 1 900, 
when the little band of early playground workers were striving 
for larger things, Mrs. Ammon was one of the women who an- 
swered the call for new helpers and in all the succeeding years 
she gave her time and strength to the financial side of the work 
with unfaltering devotion. She was not only so careful of the 
funds of the Association that our credit never suffered during her 
service, but also took upon herself the labor of securing the con- 
tributions of our friends and well wishers and was successful in 
making many new friends for us. The many activities of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 9 

Association and the several funds for which it is responsible make 
our treasurer's duties unusually heavy, but Mrs. Ammon was 
equally valuable, efficient and faithful as a member of the Execu- 
tive Board, where her absence is also keenly felt. 

For the first time in fourteen years the President was out of 
the city during the session of our Vacation Schools and play- 
grounds. In anticipation of this absence Mrs. Frank M. Roessing, 
the second Vice President, was asked to assume the duties of the 
president, both on account of her familiarity with certain details 
of the president's work and because at that time there was illness 
in the family of the first Vice President. Upon the resignation 
of the Treasurer, Mrs. Roessing was asked if she were willing 
to take that office temporarily since she knew more of the voucher 
system and the office work than any other member of the board. 
After her election as Treasurer her duties were still further in- 
creased for the strenuous first week of the summer session by the 
necessary absence of Mr. Johnson. This left the entire weight of 
the executive end of the work including the earlier days of the 
Teachers' Institute on Mrs. Roessing's shoulders for a short time. 
The Association has never suffered for lack of able support in 
emergencies or for splendid service at all times but we should 
recognize our unusual debt of gratitude for the spirit in which 
one of our officers accepted her heavy responsibilities and the 
efficiency with which she carried them. 

Another resignation from the Executive Board was that of 
our faithful secretary, Mrs. Charles R. Wray, whose health would 
not permit her to remain in office this year. 

The Association's work has grown rapidly during the last 
twelve months. Our park attendance has doubled and the sum- 
mer playgrounds were increased in numbers and effectiveness. 
The children's gardens, the two swimming pools, the wading 
pool at Lawrence Park and the shrubbery and trees at three of 
our parks are the realization of some of our dreams and an indi- 
cation of the features which all the larger parks ought to include. 
In the planting and outside work Superintendent Geo. W. Burke 
has not only made the most of his opportunities for beautiful effects 
but has also been most thoughtful and appreciative of the children's 
need for play. 

The latest plan we have developed is the social center in the 
public schools. One such center has been equipped and opened 
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at the Thaddeus Steveiw School with the co-operation and 
assistance of that progressive school board. Classes in domestic 
science and woodwork, physical training, games and clubs 
occupy five evenings each week. The West End Branch Library 
has opened a reading room and entertainments are given every 
Thursday night. Weekly lectures and entertainments are also 
given at the Soho School. In this new work we are strongly 
supported by the members of our Advisory Board, which has 
become a permanent institution. 

Our committee on Play in Institutions has made a modest 
beginning in providing a play leader for the girls at Morganza, 
and we hope to greatly increase the scope of this part of our work. 
The relation of play and playgrounds to all educational and social 
work and to all that is in the interest of children is evident from the 
calls for co-operation and help which come to us nearly every 
day of the year. We respond to as many of these calls as we can 
and find each one an open door to larger service to the community. 
On the other hand, we are indebted to many organizations for 
their help and support when we have needed it. We owe much 
to the Chamber of Conmierce and Boards of Trade, to the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh for co-operation in establishing training 
classes for playground teachers and other social workers, to the 
Camegie library for books and story tellers, to the Daughters of 
the American Revolution for their patriotic interest last expressed 
in the gift of a beautiful flag for the Washington Park gymnasium, 
to the Tuesday Musical Club for several concerts, to the many 
friends who sent nearly thirty thousand bunches of flowers to our 
playgrounds and to the club women and other friends who tied 
and distributed them each Friday. We are indebted to the Pitts- 
burg press for a thousand good offices, to the Mayor, the Con- 
troller, the Director of Public Works, the Superintendent of 
Parks and other city officials for their courtesy and co-operation 
and last but not least to the Civic Commission for the counsel and 
support given us by that representative body of men. We hope 
we have deserved and shall continue to deserve their approval. 

BEULAH KENNARD, 

President. 
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Secretary's Annual Report 

To the Members of the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

DURING the past year our work has broadened and devel- 
oped in every direction to a degree surprising even to the 
Executive Board who keep in close touch with it. The com- 
pletion of another Field House, making more work possible at 
Washington Park, the development in the summer work with 
greatly increased attendance, the opening of social centers, are 
all long steps in the path of progress. 

The appropriations for parks and vacation schools were 
$65,425.00. From the Central Board for vacation schools 
and play grounds $10,000.00; from Councils for the equipment 
and maintenance of {>arks $55,425.00, with $35,887.99 re- 
maining of the councilmanic bond issue. Of the new bond issue 
$500,000.00 is for parks, to be apportioned between Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny. 

The offices have been moved to more convenient quarters 
but remain in the same building. 

There have been an unusual number of changes among the 
officers of the Association. Last June Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon 
who became treasurer in the fifth year of the playground work 
and who, for nine years gave so generously her time, her work 
and her most valuable judgment, counsel and influence, felt 
obliged to give up the Treasurer's work and Mrs. Frank M. Roes- 
sing was elected in her place. In the autumn, Mrs. Wray, for 
years the efficient recording secretary and most devoted to all the 
interests of the Association, was forced by ill health to resign, but, 
it is earnestly hoped, only temporarily. The three vacancies on 
the Board of Directors, caused by the resignation of Mrs. George 
Oliver, the election of Mrs. Joseph H. Moore as one of the Vice 
Presidents and the election of Miss Willard as Secretary, were 
filled by the election of Mrs. T. C Clifford, Mrs. Ammon and 
Mrs. George Kramer. 

The Association was represented by the Superintendent at 
the meeting of the National Educational Association in Denver 
and the President attended the meeting and delivered an address 
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on Playgrounds at the First Pennsylvania Conference of Chari- 
ties and Conections at Harrisburg. 

The University of Pittsburgh is still co-operating with us 
in the maintenance of the Saturday morning lectures given by 
Dr. White and by our Superintendent and Supervisors and at- 
tended by a number of public school teachers, by our own teach- 
ers and the members of the training school for children's librari- 
ans. The attendance is largely increased and the interest 
steadily maintained. 

Soon after the last annual meeting, there was formed an 
Advisory Board of eighteen men prominent in social and educa- 
tional work whose advice and assistance have been most valuable 
to the Association, particularly in the organization and execution 
of plans for the big Play Festival in Schenley Park at the close 
of the Playground Congress, last May, and in the opening of the 
Social Centers, a new activity for this Association, but one which 
has, even during its brief life, proved successful beyond our high- 
est expectations. 

Last winter saw further development of systematic work in 
games and folk dances. Miss Agnes Connell, one of our physi- 
cal training teachers, with Miss Elizabeth Burchenal, who was 
loaned to us by the Russell Sage Foundation, met two hundred 
public school teachers for instruction in the games and dances. 
One result of this work was seen in the Children's Festival Con- 
cert given at Carnegie Hall to raise funds to defray the local ex- 
penses of the Playground Congress and repeated later for the 
Congress visitors. 

Permanent supervisors of playgrounds, gardening and nature 
work, physical and manual training, sewing, art and singing are 
now employed the year around to carry on the work at our winter 
centers and they form a nucleus for the organization of the summer 
work, vastly increasing its efficiency. 

At the invitation of our President, the National Playground 
Association held here its third Annual Congress, most successful 
in attendance and interest and particularly notable for the Play 
Festival in Schenley Park in which ten thousand children took 
f>art and which wound up with a sort of pageant of scenes from 
Pittsburgh history and of the characteristic dances of the many 
nationalities represented among our school children. 
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Washington Park Field House was finished in time to be 
inspected by the visitors attending the Congress and work has 
been going on there ever since. A new swimming pool has been 
added to the equipment at Lawrence, giving also a hall which 
can be used for dramatics, singing classes and similar purposes. 
Day nurseries have been started at Washington and Lawrence 
and the classes in physical and manual training, sewing, cook- 
ing, art, folk songs and dances and dramatics are conducted 
regularly at all the five winter centers. There is also at all the 
centers, special choral work under the direction of Mr. James 
Stephen Martin, who generously gave his valuable services in 
preparing the children for the Festival Concert last spring. 

The Carnegie library co-operates, not only in the summer 
work, but also at the various centers during the winter, by circu- 
lating books and in reading and telling stories to groups of boys 
and girls. The West End Branch Library particularly, is giving 
valuable help in the social center work at the TTiaddeus Stevens 
School. 

Our summer work went on from July 7th to August 1 3th, 
and some work did not stop till September 1 st. The Association 
maintained twenty-seven centers, six more than last year, includ- 
ing nine vacation schools, twelve playgrounds and six recreation 
centers. The daily attendance was approximately 10,000, an in- 
crease of 3,500 over last year. The session began as usual with 
the Teachers' Institute, and the general educational work was simi- 
lar to that of recent years, but more attention was paid to gardening 
and nature study, physical training and athletics. TTie swim- 
ming pools at Lawrence and Ormsby proved strong attractions 
and the total attendance was 36,594. Fourth of July celebra- 
tions were arranged and individual play festivals and dramatics 
closed the session at all the parks. Evening entertainments 
were given last winter at Washington and Lawrence Parks, two 
being given by the Tuesday Musical Club which also furnished 
the music for the opening night of the Playground Congress. 
This winter regular entertainments are again arranged for at these 
parks and the two social centers. 

In October, a committee met the West Ejid School Board 
and West End Board of Trade, found them so interested in the 
idea of opening a social center and so eager to have it done at 
once that the Association hastily made arrangements and on 
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November 5th the movement was launched at the Thaddeus 
Stevens School with a public meeting addressed by Dr. Brashear, 
Miss Kennard, Chancellor McCormick and others. The school 
board appropriated $500.00 for the work and there are regular 
classes in sewing, cooking, physical and manual training, there 
are games and a reading room and weekly lectures and a club 
of young women has been formed which gave a very successful 
Christmas festival. Since then, a beginning has also been made 
in the Soho School where, as at the West End, the local board 
of trade is co-operating with the local school board and with us. 
With all the opportunities for enlarging the scope of the old 
and the beginning of new work, the Association needs and wants 
a largely increased membership. The old order, where nearly 
everything was done by volunteers has passed away gradually 
and naturally with the growing demand for trained teachers and 
supervisors, and perhaps many have felt that they are not now so 
necessary in this organized work, but the Association needs you 
as never before, needs your sympathy and interest, your sup- 
port, your influence, your help in a hundred ways. Come to 
Lawrence Field House, come to Washington Park, to Ormsby, 
to South Side, to one of the social centers and you will see how 
much there is for everybody to do and on every side are new fields 
only waiting to be occupied. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARY WILLARD, 

Secretary. 
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Treasurer's Report 

RECEIPTS, 1909 
VACATION SCHOOLS ACCOUNT 

Balance in bank January 1, 1909 $ 23 87 

Received from appropriation by Central Board of 

Education 10,000 00 

Sundry contributions 2,108 15 

Clubs and associations 10 00 

Associate members 71 00 

Extra discounts 4 50 

Loan, without interest 150 00 

Sale of old material accumulated in rebuilding.. 117 79 

Balance from Concert Fund 5 19 

Products of manual training, sewing and cooking 

departments taken by pupils 75 15 

Refund for express paid 1 00 

Arlington Heights Red Cross Auxiliary No. 29, 

through the Pittsburg Dispatch 2 00 

Money order refunded by postoffice 1 10 

Proceeds of entertainment given by Misses Kath- 

erine McLane and Rachael Johnson 1 65 

National Committee on Patriotic Education, D. A. 

R. (for reports) 7 50 

Thaddeus Stevens School Board, on account of 

Social Center expenses 36 00 

Martha Chapter No. 88, Order of the Eastern 

Star 10 00 

Collected by Parks and Buildings Committee 90 27 

Belleficld Presbyterian Sunday School, for work 

at Junction Hollow 50 00 

Bank interest on checking account 20 99 

$12,786 16 

RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT 

Balance brought forward from 1908 $ 2,662 26 

Appropriation by City Councils for operation and 
maintenance of Recreation Parks and Play- 
grounds 55,425 00 

58,087 26 

Total Fund Available for Operating and Mainte- 
nance Expenses in 1909 $70,873 42 
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EXPENDITURES, 1909 
VACATION SCHOOLS ACCOUNT 

Salaries — 

Teachers at thirteen playgrounds, vacation 

schools and social centers $ 6,548 48 

Janitors, watchmen and laborers on grounds 1,250 63 
Supplies — 

Art department 84 08 

Basketry department 56 67 

Cooking department 158 00 

Manual training department 357 74 

Music department 31 00 

Nature study 47 69 

Physical training 210 81 

Playrooms and playgrounds 246 91 

Sewing 274 39 

Express 112 90 

Equipment and repairs 357 02 

Water and ice 51 99 

Christmas festivals 75 31 

Association, lectures and traveling e'xpenses 235 13 

School and office printing and supplies 909 97 

Postage 399 25 

Miscellaneous expenses, including insurance, 
telephones, towel service, badges, photo- 
graphs and similar items not chargeable 

to any one school 489 59 

Loan repaid without interest 150 00 

Expenses of Flower Committee 4 IS 



-512,051 71 
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EXPENDTTURES, 1909 

Brought forward S12,0ol 71 

RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT 

Salaries — 

Teachers at twenty-one parks and play- 
grounds, including summer and regular 

teachers at five winter centers $17,147 03 

Superintendent, supervisors and special 

teachers 11,480 06 

Janitors, custodians and laborers 6,674 06 

Office and clerical work 3,324 61 

Equipment, repairs, alterations and additions 5,734 91 

Rents of five playgrounds and offices 1,574 40 

Supplies — 

Art department 457 04 

Basketry 94 20 

Cooking 710 60 

Manual training 766 52 

Music 1.181 15 

Nature study 539 83 

Physical training 767 95 

Sewing 471 7Z 

Swimming 1,284 84 

Playrooms and playgrounds 1,104 58 

Light and heat 1,765 02 

Water and ice 127 15 

Express 167 57 

Miscellaneous expenditures, including insur- 
ance, telephones, towel service, badges, 
photographs and similar items not 

chargeable to any one park 2,713 95 

58,087 20 



Total expenditures in 1909 $70,138 91 

Amount unexpended from Councils' appropria- 
tion for maintenance 06 

Cash in bank January 14, 1910 734 45 



$70,873 42 

JENNIE BRADLEY ROESSING. 

Treasturer. 
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To The Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

I hereby certify that the disbursements made from Appropriation 
No. 200, for the year ending January 31, 1910, were: 

February $ 2,551 69 

March 4,222 47 

April 5,959 47 

May 4,391 63 

June 4,286 49 

July 6,499 18 

August 10,225 65 

September 2,994 82 

October 3,313 61 

November 4,001 64 

December 3,856 01 

January 5,784 54 

$58,087 20 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) E. S. MORROW, 

Controller City of Pittsburgh. 
March 23, 1910. 

To The Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

In accordance with instructions, we made an audit of the cash 
receipts and disbursements of the Treasurer of the Pittsburgh Play- 
ground Association, relating to the General Schools Fund, for the 
period from January 1, 1909, to January 14, 1910. The following is a 
summary of the receipts and disbursements as shown by the books: 

Balance on hand January 1, 1909 $ 23 87 

Receipts 20,593 11 

Total $20,617 64 

Disbursements 19,883 19 

Balance on hand January 14, 1910 $ 734 45 

We verified the footings of the various books which record the 
receipts and disbursements shown above. We also received a cer- 
tificate from the Commonwealth Trust Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., veri- 
fying the balances on hand at January 14, 1910. Vouchers were pro- 
duced for all disbursements. 

It should be noted that the receipts and disbursements shown in 
the above statement include the stun of $7,831.48, which was advanced 
to the Park summer teachers on account of salaries, and later refunded 
by the City Treasurer. 

The funds controlled by the City Treasurer were not examined by 
vs. We understand these funds are audited by the city authorities. 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) MARWICK, MITCHELL & CO., 

Chartered Accountants. 
Pittsburgh, March 28, 1910. 
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REPORT OF THE PARKS AND BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEE. 

WITH the close of the year 1909, the Parb and Buildings 
Committee of the Pittsburgh Playground Association 
has completed its third term of service. The duties of this small 
circle of women have increased in proportion to the development 
of the playground work. 

During the winter season their interests are engrossed in the 
five permanent centers — Washington, Arsenal and Lawrence in 
the city proper and Ormsby and Recreation Parks on the South 
Side. To these are added during the summer vacation of the 
public schools every available spot the Association can secure 
and care for to the limit of its ability and the city's willingness 
to provide. 

To these refuges are attracted the thousands of children who in 
the congested districts would find the back streets and alleys their 
only relief from the stifling, depressing atmosphere of their own 
houses. Here their youthful energies are encouraged to develop 
under the supervision of teachers trained for the service, and here 
for half of every day, they play at work with no limit to text book 
or study. They are taught in fact without suspecting it, the two 
principles of right living and being. 

During the winter months — in the afternoons — ^as soon as 
the public schools are dismissed, the children eagerly turn their 
steps to the various playground centers, and there for two hours 
in the afternoons and evenings the girls occupy their time 
in classes of physical training, sewing, cooking, art, dramatics 
and singing. The boys are busy with physical training, 
manual training, art and singing. To this list is added in 
summer all manner of health growing outdoor sports, games and 
recreations, while at all times entertainments of social nature 
are encouraged. 

To secure the best possible results for the Association en- 
deavors, it is important that the best possible accommodations 
' and equipment be provided, and everything connected therewith 
be kept clean and sanitary — ^these then are the duties of the Parks 
and Buildings Committee, the members of which are in short, 
the housekeepers and inspectors of all material conditions. 
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Early in the year their efforts were demanded in hastening 
the completion of the splendid big field house at Washington 
Park. This building will be remembered as the temporary 
gallery used for the vt collection at Carnegie Institute while 
that structure was being remodeled. This was transported, 
piece by piece to Washington Park, and now graces the hill top 
far up above the Union Station. 

It contains a commodious gymnasium, equipped with every 
facility for physical development; it is also used as an auditoriimi, 
seating cornfortably six hundred people and having a well con- 
structed stage for dramatics, concerts or lectures. 

On the second floor is a smaller auditorium for less ambi- 
tious entertainments— opening into which are two club rooms 
where the boys meet for quiet games and other social diversions. 

There are class rooms for art, sewing and library work, 
with two large kindergarten rooms for the little tots, while in 
the basement are fine shower baths and lockers; a room for the 
cooking class and manual training work. There is also an at- 
tractive apartment for the resident director. Altogether this build- 
ing with its athletic field furnishes the "Hill District" with oppor- 
tunities for mental and physical development hitherto undreamed 
of. The first meeting in this new building was held by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution early in May. At the 
close of their exercises they presented a beautiful flag to the park. 
This now floats from the beams of the gymnasium ceiling — a con- 
stant appeal to the patriotism and pride of the children, and a 
feature of their ceremonies. 

ARSENALJPARK 

At Arsenal Park the development of the Association's schemes 
is adjusted to the limitations of the old government building — 
which, however strong and substantial it may be, was not plaimed 
for its present use. During the summer, the most attractive fea- 
ture of the work at Arsenal Park was the garden where each 
child was given a little plot all his own to cultivate. The vege- 
tables they had been accustomed to see at the comer grocery — 
tied in bundles or protruding from the back of a "huckster wagon" 
they here planted themselves and watched their development 
day by day to maturity. 
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STORY HOUR ON PORCH OF GOVERXMENT BUILDING 

WASHINGTON PARK 




A COOKING LESSON 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



24 PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 

The most luscious fruit set before a king could not furnish 
more enjoyment than did a turnip grown by one of the youthful 
farmers at Ormsby Park's litde garden plot. 

LAWRENCE PARK 

The Lawrence Park buildings were completed during 
the past year also — ^the field house, swimming pool and accom- 
panying building — the pergola and wading pool at its base com- 
prise this group. The basement floor of the swinuning pool build- 
ing is devoted to dressing rooms for convenience to the bathers, 
the upper floor to class rooms for cooking, art and manual 
training, and a large club room. The field house accommodates 
classes in sewing and library work, with a fine gymnasium — ^a 
small apartment, with shower baths in the basement. These 
buildings, with an extensive athletic field at the back, and a 
broad lawn sloping down to Butler Street, which has been 
planted with trees, shrubs and vines, form the most attractive 
spot in all the Lawrenceville district. The appreciation of it 
grows with every day of its existence. 

During the past summer the swimming pool was the feature 
most enjoyed at this center. It was thrown open to the public 
on July 2nd, and from that date until its close in September, 
about 28,000 bathers enjoyed its benefits. The boys and girls 
of the playground formed long lines waiting for tickets of ad- 
mission, while scores of mill workers came later in the day, for a 
cooling bath, and to cleanse their bodies of the grime and grease 
of their labors. 

ORMSBY PARK, SOUTH SIDE 

At Ormsby Park an old dwelling has been made adaptable 
to the work of the Association here. Although inadequate, ex- 
cellent results have been accomplished. Classes in practically 
all departments have been conducted. 

On the South Side, the grown people, especially parents of 
the children, enjoy the advantages of the Park, and a cooking 
class for mothers has been organized. 

A small garden, planted in a protected comer of this park, 
was productive of good results. A large recreation field is popular 
with dozens of base ball teams and other athletic organizations. 

Here the swimming pool was put in commission late in the 
summer to the delight of its patrons. Mothers were permitted 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 25 

to enter the pool to care for their little daughters, and it is hard to 
determine which derived the greatest pleasure. 

Mr. Oliver Ormsby Page and Mrs. P. J. O'Connor gave to 
Ormsby Park two fine portraits of Oliver Ormsby and Mrs. Oliver 
Ormsby, which hang on the walls of the parlor in the club house. 

SOUTH SIDE RECREATION PARK 

The Recreation Park, at Ninth and Carson Streets, gives pleas- 
ure and healthful exercise to many of the South Side children. The 
little field house at this center is disheartening in its limitations. 

It includes a small gymnasium which accommodates classes 
in singing, library work and dramatics, in physical training and 
basket ball. Manual training is carried on in a small cramped 
basement room. When one leaves Washington or Lawrence 
Parks with their bright cheerful sewing rooms, in which a large 
circle of interested girls are busy with needlework of various kinds, 
and looks on this dingy room, with its cold cement floor, the girls 
perched on work benches or uncomfortable park seats, one's 
heart is touched by the pathos of the situation, and longs for the 
day when the city will provide for its children of South Side and 
grown people as well, some fitting place to spend their evenings 
pleasantly and profitably, where both mind and body can have 
an opportunity for higher developement. 

Small wonder, under such circumstances, they are driven to 
the nickelodeons and cheap theatres, with all their demoralizing 
influences. Of what manner of men and women can we expect 
to form our population when this is the sum total of their entertain- 
ment from childhood. 

During the year the centers have twice been the scene of 
unusual gayety. First in May, when the Playground Associa- 
tion of America came to prove the report of splendid work here 
accomplished. The guests visited Washington, Arsenal and Law- 
rence Parks, saw the children at work in the classes, and many 
specimens of their handiwork. 

After their inspection, they all agreed that the half had not 
been told them. 

At Christmastide the five centers gave the children a Christ- 
mas party. A tree was provided for each playground, decorated 
with strings of popcorn, cranberries and chains of bright colored 
paper and various decorations made by the children. They en- 
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circled the tree and danced about it, singing Christmas carols 
with a grace and enthusiasm that would do credit to the debutantes 
of a city ball room. 

At the three larger centers the parents were invited to witness 
the festival, but on the South Side the buildings would not accom- 
modate them. Another day was set aside so that the mothers 
could see the tree and enjoy the handiwork of their children, 
which adorned it. At Ninth and Carson streets the mothers 
gave such glowing accounts that the fathers asked for a view of 
the tree, and were permitted to enjoy it. 

The committee is eager to furnish every convenience needed 
for the library. The young ladies of Carnegie Library have co- 
operated with the Association in a most generous spirit — giving 
out books— not to speak of their time and energy in telling stories 
and in other ways entertaining and instructing them. 

The playgrounds of Pittsburgh are now fully established, 
having passed the experimental stage. With the encouragemoit 
and support of the city, the Association hopes to provide a play- 
ground for every child in the city who needs it — ^a refuge, where 
their youthful energies shall, through careful supervision and 
intelligent direction, be brought to the highest possible develop- 
ment, and make them valuable contributions to the character of 
our city and nation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. JOSEPH H. MOORE, 
Chairman of the Parks and Buildings Committee. 




Courtesy of Gazette Times 

HUXGARIAX DANXE AT PLAY FESTIVAI 
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LAWRENCE PARK 




SWIMMING POOL AND BUILDING 






['ART OF PERviOLA, LAWRENCE PARK 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PLAY 
IN INSTITUTIONS 

THE value of the Playgrounds as a factor in the moral and 
physical development of the child is now so generally 
understood that it need not be explained to this audience; but the 
work of the conunittee on Play in Institutions, being a co-operating 
new branch of Playground extension, is not so familiar to those 
who have the welfare of the children at heart. 

Children in institutions, who are necessarily deprived of the 
enjoyment of public playgrounds, and who, while they usually 
have some space where they may romp out of doors, have no 
special leader or guide to direct their games, are the ones that 
appeal directly to this committee. In many institutions, either 
through lack of means to provide suitable apparatus, or through 
failure on the part of the management to realize the importance 
of organized play for children of all ages, no physical training 
teacher or play director is provided, and the children, in conse- 
quence, play riotously, or not at all, according to their caprice of 
the moment. We do not mean to insinuate that they are left entirely 
without supervision during their hours of recess; there is generally 
some one who is supposed to see that they do not become uproar- 
ious; but that very reasonable person is, generally, neither able 
nor inclined to join in the games nor to encourage the indifferent 
or diffident child to take part in the fun. 

Dr. Hastings Hart, who, as chairman of the General Com- 
mittee on Play in Institutions of the Playground Association of 
America, has done much to reach the somewhat neglected children 
in institutions, writes that he has succeeded in introducing play 
and physical culture in several places in Pennsylvania and New 
York. Mrs. Falconer of the Philadelphia House of Refuge for 
Girls, has a young woman employed by the year for the express 
purpose of developing methods of play as a part of the educational 
work of that institution. 

For many years the gymnasium in the Elmira Reformatory 
has been a part of the educational and hygienic work of the insti- 
tution, not as a means of recreation alone, but as an essential ele- 
ment of reformation. 
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In our visits through several homes for children, in and around 
Pittsburg, we have found few places where the children's play 
was considered important, only one where it was systematically 
organized, and we felt that something should be done to vary the 
monotony of the lives of those children. 

Our ambition is to be able to send some bright, active and 
enthusiastic visitor to those homes for a few hours, at least, every 
week, to give the children the necessary encouragement and di- 
rection in their play* Through the generosity of one of our con- 
tributors, we have been able lately to inaugurate this work in one 
place. We are sending a physical culture teacher once a week 
to Morganza, where seventy-five girls ranging in age from thir- 
teen to twenty-one, are placed under her supervision. Our pioneer 
in this work reports that her coming is hailed with joy by her 
pupils, and that she finds them ready to follow her directions in 
a most encouraging way. There is as yet no gynmasium at Mor- 
ganza, and the diningroom is used for the games and drills, but 
a suitable room is being constructed, and the girls are very anxious 
that they may be allowed to enjoy the use of the new gymnasium 
daily when it is completed. 

We were very much gratified to receive a letter lately from 
the superintendent at Morganza expressing his satisfaction at the 
interest taken by us in his wards. Let us hope that more funds 
for this good work will be provided, and that we may, in time, 
reach all the children in need of organized play. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EUPHEMIE L. MACRUM, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT ON SOCIAL CENTERS 

AT the last annual meeting of the Association, the secretary 
of the Advisory Board, Mr. Burd S. Patterson, suggested 
that as so much work has been done by the Association in estab- 
lishing playgrounds at the public schools during the summer, 
the Playground Association would naturally be the proper or- 
ganization to take up the work of establishing social centers in 
the school houses. 

At a meeting of the Advisory Board held last July, a reso- 
lution was passed authorizing a meeting for the purpose of con- 
ferring with all persons interested in this matter. It was intended 
to hold this meeting in September of last year. The Advisory 
Board finally decided not to hold the meeting at that time but 
take immediate steps toward securing school buildings, in which 
to begin the social center work. 

The purpose of the conunittee was to open three school 
houses this winter as object lessons. If the experiment proved 
successful, the attention of the city authorities was to be directed 
to the movement for the purpose of securing an appropriation for 
increasing the scope of the work next winter. 

The first social center was opened in the Thaddeus Stevens 
School about the first of last November, the Playground Asso- 
ciation receiving enthusiastic support from the School Directors 
of the school and also the West End Board of Trade. All de- 
partments of the social center work are in operation at this school, 
namely, Physical Culture, Sewing Classes, Cooking Classes and 
Manual Training; also rooms for reading and quiet games have 
been provided. 

At the Thaddeus Stevens center there has been an enroll- 
ment of about two hundred and ninety persons, the average 
attendance has been one hundred and fifty-four, including boys 
and girls. On Thursday nights of each week, lectures have been 
given, adults as well as the young people attend the meetings, 
the attendance on these general nights has been conservatively 
estimated to be from 1 50 to 250. 

The following gentlemen have given lectures before the 
Social Center at this school: Mr. George W. Gerwig, Mr. R. 
W. Wilson, Prof. Frederick S. Webster, W. S. Thomas, E.sq., 
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Dr. Jno. A, Brashear and Mr. E. S. Gray. Musical and literary 
entertainments have also been given on "general nights." A club 
has been formed by the young women belonging to the Social 
Center. The entire Christmas entertainment was planned and 
carried out successfully by this young Women's Club. The 
Social Center at the Thaddeus Stevens School has proved suc- 
cessful beyond our expectations. It has been found necessary 
to double the sewing and physical training classes and this week 
the cooking classes have been doubled. The people of the com- 
munity are taking great interest in the Center and speak in the 
highest terms of what it is accomplishing. 

The "Saturday Evening Review," a local paper published 
in the West End, is now printing regular news items in regard to 
the center. The social center at this school is beyond the ex- 
perimental stage; it has become an established feature of the life 
of the people in the West End district of the city. 

Your conunittee cannot report as much progress at the Soho 
Schools, the directors declining to give the use of the necessary 
rooms except for lectures and entertainments to be given 
Wednesday evenings. 

A musical and literary entertainment was given at the Soho 
Center Wednesday evening, December 15th to inaugurate the 
movement. We were assisted at this entertainment by Miss 
Schoyer, Miss Fisher, Mr. Henry W. Stevenson and Mr. John- 
son, a member of the Pittsburgh Orchestra. On Wedn^ays 
of each week since that date lectures have been given by the fol- 
lowing gendemen: Prof. Webster, Mr. E. S. Gray, W. S. Thom- 
as, Eiq. and Dr. W. J. Holland. The attendance at Soho at 
the Wednesday evening sessions has been from 200 to 600, prin- 
cipally children. Some plan must be devised to interest more of 
the older people in the social center at this school. 

The third school where we planned to start the social work 
this winter was the Woolslayer school. Your committee has 
not been able to make satisfactory arrangements with the school 
directors for the use of the school building. 

The West End Board of Trade, the Oakland Board of 
Trade and the Central Board of Trade have passed resolutions 
endorsing this work. 

WM. H. STEVENSON, 

Chairman Committee on Lectures. 
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Superintendent's Annual Report 

To the Executive Board of the Pittsburgh Playground Associa- 
tion: 
Ladies: 

I have the honor to submit to you the third annual report of 
the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh Playground Association, 
this being the report for the year ending January 1, 1910. 

In January, 1909, the Pittsburgh Playground Association 
was maintaining five winter play centers with 910 boys and girls 
enrolled and an average semi-weekly attendance of 649. In 
December, 1909, the Association was maintaining six centers 
(not including Soho Social Center) with 2107 enrolled and an 
average semi-weekly attendance of 1030. 

These figures represent only the regularly enrolled and classi- 
fied members and do not include visitors, spectators, audiences 
use of baths or unsupervised use of playgrounds and gynmasiums. 
Including these there was during December, 1 909, a total attend- 
ance of 32,549. 

As the warm weather advanced and the outdoor playground 
work began attendance increased until in the summer session 
from July 8th to August 13th there was, including morning 
and afternoon sessions, a daily attendance of 7,922 children 
who were under skilled supervision. 

Including all uses of the centers there was for 1 909 a total 
attendance of 85 1 ,840. 

Some very important playground events have occurred 
during the past year. On the evening of May 3rd, in Carnegie 
Music Hall, the girls and boys from the several parks gave a 
concert of folk songs and an exhibition of folk dances that delighted 
and surprised the people present. 

Many persons think that a playground is a place where 
children run and scream, dig in the dirt, climb and swing, and 
play ball. And they do all that. But they also play themselves 
into sweet-toned singers of old folk songs, the gems of generations 
of music-loving people, and they learn the graceful, happy, 
characteristic dances of many nations. Many people were sur- 
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prised that out of the play of the children in the parks should have 
developed such sweetness and grace as was shown that night. 

A few days later, on May 14th, occurred the Play Festival 
given in connection with the Play Congress of the Playground 
Association of America. Two thousand boys competed for 
laurels that day in the oval. Hundreds of little tots from the 
kindergartens of the city played their pretty games, apart from 
the denser crowds in the concert grounds near Wilmot Street 
bridge. In one hundred playgrounds on Flagstaff Hill and the 
golf links, ten thousand other children romped and raced and 
danced. Thousands of people watched the play of the children 
until weary with walking and standing, and did not know that 
far over in the park beyond were still more children and still 
prettier sights to see. 

At the close of the afternoon four hundred girls and boys 
presented a pageant representing the history and life of Pittsburgh, 
at which Mayor Magee and his cabinet were present. Many 
children and many adults returned from the festival that day with 
a quickened social consciousness and a broader social horizon. 
The barriers of locality, of race, of station, broke away somewhat 
that day for many never to be quite so stiff and high again, and 
the spirit of brotherhood and true democracy was increased in 
the world. 

The great success of this festival was due to the still greater 
whole-hearted, disinterested and energetic co-operation of the 
business men, school officials, principals and teachers of our city. 

Early in May there was made ready for children the pergola 
and wading pool at Lawrence Park. It is difficult to understand 
why children are so crazy to splash and wade in the water. 
"What," asked a leamed doctor of philosophy, "can be the educa- 
tional value of a wading pool?" Nobody could tell him. But 
let a litde child once bare his feet to a running brook and the very 
joy of heaven lights his eyes. Anybody knows that God could 
never intend such joy to entice a little child to just nothing at all. 
This may be the revealing of truth unto babes, but now the truth 
is revealed even unto leamed doctors, who say that the skin and 
the brain were developed out of one and the same outer embryo- 
logical layer and so were once twin sisters, and that of all physi- 
cal and intellectual stimuli for children, and of all moral prophy- 
lactics for youth, the touch of water is one of the best. Let each 
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one decide for himself whether he will retain the truth as revealed 
unto babes, or the truth as revealed unto doctors, or both. 

On July 2nd, the Lawrence Park swimming pool was opened 
to the public. No one who has experienced the physical and 
moral exhiliaration of a good bath or seen the mad delight of 
children in a swimming pool could ever for a moment regret the 
cost to him in taxes for the building and maintaining of a public 
swimming pool in our city. The total attendance at this pool 
for July and August was 25,814. 

On July 7th, the Teachers' Institute opened at the University 
of Pittsburgh. The opening of the Institute each year marks the 
beginning of the most strenuous five weeks in the Playground 
Association calendar. To gather two hundred teachers, to assign 
them to twenty-seven thoroughly co-ordinated groups, then re- 
unite all in one large highly organized corps with common zeal and 
purpose for the work in hand of gathering ten thousand children 
from the streets, overcoming difficulties, advancing the work, 
achieving the end, and satisfying the public that something truly 
notable has been done all in five weeks is a warm, fast work for 
July and August in Pittsburgh. 

It was at the beginning of the summer session that the Wash- 
ington Park field house was first opened for work with the children, 
and the spirit of Washington Park seemed to pass from the litde 
old log cabins and shelter houses on the hill, even from the ball 
field itself, and take up its abode in the new building. The ad- 
vantage of a field house, even for summer work, to say nothing of 
its fundamental necessity in winter, is shown in the striking lea] 
in the daily attendance of children at Washington Park from 82 
in the season of 1 908 to 1 269 in the season of 1 909. 

Here might be mentioned the great gain made during the 
year in the beautifying of the recreation parks. Arsenal, Lawrence 
and Washington, under the direction of Superintendent Burke of 
the Bureau of Parks. 

One can easily fail to realize the social significance of the 
enjoyment of a touch of beauty amid unlovely surroundings. 
Something of light, color, beauty in landscape preserves hope 
and saves life. Unlovely surroundings are not simply blots on the 
landscape, they are blots on the soul of the child reared among 
them. They are not simply a desecration of "God's country," but 
a desecration of human life, of the higher life of those who con- 
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stantly see them. A bit of beauty in a congested section of our 
city is a moral and social asset. President Eliot has suggested 
the social significance of Mt. Ranier to the people of Seattle. 
As the rays of the western sun light up the summit in the wonder- 
ful glory of sunset, the laborer in the streets, the workman in the 
shop, the business man in the office, the women and children in 
the home, turn their eyes toward Mt. Ranier, and each one 
knows that he is one of thousands uniting in a common joy. 

WASHINGTON PARK 




A CARPENTER SHOP 



The regular summer session of the recreation parks, play- 
grounds and vacation schools closed August 13th with a play 
festival at each center. These festivals were very well attended 
by parents. While not so spectacular as the large play festivals 
have been, they stimulated local interest in the several schools 
and parks and seemed to be greatly enjoyed by all. 

On August 16th the swimming pool at Ormsby Park was 
opened. The attendance at this pool was very large, straining 
its capacity to the utmost from the start. For the last fourteen 
days in August the total attendance was 9557. 

On October 18th, the regular fall and winter work began. 
The corps of supervisors and teachers has been as follows: 
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Mr. Elmile A. Barrier, Supervisor of Physical Training 

Mr. T. McCance Black, Director of Lawrence Park 

Miss Susan T. Canfield, Special Teacher of Singing 

Miss i^nes Connell, Teacher of Physical Training 

Miss Alice M. Corbin, Supervisor of Playgrounds and Playrooms for 

Little Children 
Miss Evelyn Egbert, Teacher of Physical Training 

Miss Jennie Evans, Accompanist 

Mr. Percy V. Gahan, Teacher of Physical Training 

Miss EUnora Herzsch, Teacher of Domestic Science 

Mr. EKlwin V. Lawrence, Supervisor of Art and Manual Training 
Miss Mary Lutz, Playroom Teacher 

Miss Marguerite L. McLean, Supervisor of E^mestic Science and Domestic 

Arts 
Mr. George A. Marten, Teacher of Manual Training 
Mr. John L. Randall, Supervisor of Gardening and Nature Study 

Mrs. Theodore P. Scates, Playroom Teacher 
Miss Catharine Schwartz, Playroom Teacher 
Mr. Thomas W. Sprowls, Director of Washington Park 

To this list should be added the following who have been 
employed for a portion of their lime only. 

Miss Jane Conard, Librarian of Lawrence Park 

Miss Mabel Day, Teacher of Domestic Science 

Mrs. D. M. Fisher, Teacher of Art 

Miss Edna V. Fisher, Special Teacher of Dramatics 

Miss Susan T. Haymaker, Teacher of Art 

Miss Jean M. Lytle, Teacher of Domestic Arts 

Miss Mable Lybarger Teacher of Art 

Mr. James Stephen Martin, Choral Director 

Miss Julia McCoy, Teacher of Domestic Arts 

Miss Ada Ramlack, Teacher of Domestic Arts 

The corps of supervisors and regular teachers forms the 
nucleus about which is gathered the large corps of the summer. 
For the first time the regular corps has been adequate and the 
work in the parks is taking on a directness, dignity and quality 
that promises much for the future. 

During the month of October, Supervisor J. L. Randall of 
the Department of Nature Study and Gardening, with the gener- 
ous co-operation of the principals and teachers of the public 
schools, gave instruction to children in bulb gardening and home 
decoration. Much interest was manifested and about 31,000 
bulbs were purchased by the children. 
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On November 2nd the citizens of Pittsburg voted afimna- 
tively on the bond issue. Included among the items was one oi 
$500,000 (or the extension of playgrounds. 

On November 5th the Hiaddeus Stevens school through the 
generosity of the local school board was opened as a social 
center under the management of the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association. This action of the Thaddeus Stevens school board 
in opening the school building of that district for public use six 
nights in the week, is, it is to be hoped, a preliminary step to a 
movement which is to extend generally throughout the congested 
sections of the city. The movement seemed to commend its^ 
immediately and heartily to the press of Pittsburgh. The details 
of the plan are somewhat as follows: One night a week is de- 
voted to lectures, concerts or social entertainments of some sort 
in the auditorium. Two nights the building is used by women 
and girls not attending day school, and three nights by moi and 
boys not attending day school. The various provisions include 
a reading room, a quiet game room, a gynmasium or active play 
room, and room for juvenile and adult clubs of various sorts, such 
as social, civic, literary or debating clubs, sewing room, cooking 
room, and manual training room. 

There are many reasons why such a movement should par- 
ticularly interest organizations and individuals who desire the 
best good of our community. One reason is the following: Not 
alone in Pittsburgh but in the country generally, not one in ten 
of the children who enter the primary school passes on to the High 
School. This general exodus comes at about the age of fourteen, 
the legal age for regular employment. Yet, in some ways, the 
teens are educationally the most critical years of life. In the case 
of many thousands of these boys and girls, the street and such 
places of resort as it may offer take the place of the school. It is 
imperative that these young people should be kept in touch with 
some institution which can offer attractions in keeping with their 
varied and active interests and which is educational in the best 
sense. Our elementary schools can instruct our children in the 
rudiments of various subjects but it is not until the teens that it 
is possible for boys and girls to acquire any adequate social ideals 
or any comprehensive knowledge of citizenship and its duties. 
When that time comes, nine out of ten of our future citizens are 
lost forever to the regular schools. The school building, open 
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nights as a social center, can offer at a minimum expense, just the 
thing that seems to be lacking in our American training (or citi- 
zenship. 

As regards the adult population of our cities, the movement 
is just as significant. The school building used as a social cen- 
ter oifers headquarters for the extension of neighborliness. It 
provides opportunity to organize for concerted action of any sort. 
It becomes a seat of learning, a kind of people's college, through 
lectures and the University Elxtension work which has proven 
so valuable in certain other cities, notably New York and Ro- 
chester. Of the work in the latter city. Governor Hughes said 
while addressing one of these centers: "I am more interested in 
what you are doing and what it stands for than anything else in 
the world. You are buttressing the foundations of democracy." 

The Thaddeus Stevens building was expected to serve as 
a trial center, where the worth of the movement might be practi- 
cally demonstrated. The results have been watched by many 
with great interest. The hopes of the friends of the movement 
have not been disappointed. The attendance has been good, 
the interest has continued unabated, and from many sources come 
expressions of commendation of the influence of the center. 

The Oakland school board, following the example of the 
Thaddeus Stevens board, granted the use of its auditorium in the 
Soho school building on Wednesday evening of each week, be- 
ginning December 15th. At this center, lectures, concerts and 
other entertainments have been given each week to large audi- 
ences of children and adults. 

On November 6th began the courses of Saturday lectures 
for teachers and playground workers under the department of 
Psychology and Education of the University of Pittsburgh and in 
connection with the work of the Pittsburgh Playground Associa- 
tion. These lectures have had an attendance of from eighty to 
one hundred each Saturday. 

The most conmionplace, the most universal, the most funda- 
mental fact in human experience is the search for happiness. 
Whether we base our hope in gross and sensual pleasures, in power 
or wealth or fame, in doing good, in saving souls, or winning 
heaven, there is always, in the last analysis, one common, uni- 
versal, fundamental impulse, one and the same deep-seated, 
passionate longing in us all. It is this fact more than aught else 
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that makes all the world akin. It is the one common, imperish- 
able birthright which God has granted to every child of man. 

When our forefathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation, one of the fundamental propositions they embodied in 
their Declaration of Independence was that all men have the 
inalienable right to the pursuit of happiness, well knowing that 
while monarchies may exist for a time under the strong hand of 
coercion with happiness denied to the masses, yet, the very life 
of a democracy like ours depends upon the widest possible dis- 
semination of happiness among the people. Indeed, one of our 
greatest living Americans has declared, "The ultimate object of 
democracy is to increase the satisfaction and joys of life for the 
great mass of the people — ^to increase them absolutely and also 
relatively to pains and sorrows." From the time, centuries ago, 
when the master mind of the age, if not of all ages, Plato, urged 
state legislation in behalf of the play of children, down to our 
day when Jane Addams calls attention to the "The Spirit of 
Youth and the City Streets," the fundamental responsibility of 
society for the welfare and happiness of its members has never been 
fully lost from sight. We are permitted to live in a day and in a 
nation where this thought is embodied in the very tenets of our 
national creed. From the Juvenile Court, from prisons, from 
hospitals, from students of social evils, from every department 
of science devoted to the study of man comes the warning that in 
our day, as in no other day the world has yet seen, we need in our 
great cities to give heed to the nature and spirit of childhood and 
youth and to the right of the people to happiness. Society has 
not so much forgotten as it has failed to realize in these strenuous 
days of materialism how much modem city and social condi- 
tions are making void for many a fundamental tenet of our national 
creed. In the boys and girls of the streets, in the delinquent, the 
fallen, the outcast, the unsuccessful and the misfits there is the same 
hunger for happiness that is our own. But if that hunger must be 
satisfied in the one or two or three-roomed home of the tenement, 
in the street, nickelodeon, cheap theater, saloon or public dance 
hall, or not at all, who can wonder at individual ruin or social 
disaster? 

On Hallowe'en night one may see Fifth Avenue from Market 
Street to Smithfield Street filled to crushing with boys and girls 
and men and women in two great slowly moving streams of human- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 45 

ity, one up, the other down, an occasional policeman marking 
the edges of the currents. Thirty thousand, mostly young women 
and men, crudely, blindly, with reckless abandon, though per-* 
haps innocently, seeking for happiness. What takes place that 
night, takes place less strikingly, less conspicuously, but none the 
less truly, every night, in our great city. There is no greater 
concern than how and where that search for happiness is made. 

There is a new principle appearing in law regarding delin- 
quency. When it appears that some adult, by neglect or by de- 
sign, is responsible for the delinquency of a child, he and not the 
child shall suffer the penalty. But when society, when you and 
I, are responsible for the delinquency of children, who shall put 
the penalty upon us? It were better that a millstone were hanged 
about a man's neck and that he were drowned in the depths 
of the sea than that he should offend one of these little ones. But 
who shall hang the millstone about society's neck, about your 
neck and mine, when by neglect they are offended? 

I would not speak too strongly for playground work, but I 
believe there is today no greater need than the solution of the 
problem of the play of children and youth and of the problem of 
the happiness of the people. 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. E. JOHNSON, 

Superintendent. 
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VACATION SCHOOLS 
Cost and Attendance by Departments 



Department — Salaries. 

Art $ 685.00 

Basketry 292.80 

Cooking 202.00 

Manual training 722.00 

Music and accompanists 546.00 

Nature study 153.50 

Physical training 1,240.88 

Playground 862.45 

Sewing 772.65 





A 


verage Cost Per 






Attend- 


Pupil 


Supplies. 


Total. 


ance. Per Day. 


$157.55 


$ 842.55 


718 


$0,043 


73.05 


365.85 


172 


.078 


111.62 


313.62 


61 


.190 


316.37 


1,038.37 


380 


.101 


41.98 


587.98 




.... 


34.77 


188.27 


123 


.056 


89.15 


1,330.03 


1,068 


.046 


308.08 


1,170.53 


948 


.042 


45.90 


818.55 


643 


.047 



PARKS 
Cost and Attendance by Departments 



Department — Salaries. 

Art $ 453.25 

Basketry 386.60 

Cooking 294.00 

Manual training 574.25 

Music and accompanists 268.00 

Nature study 552.40 

Physical training and 

field 2,607.25 

Playground 2,041.86 

Dramatics 125.00 

Sewing 378.70 

Swimming 258.75 

Library , 45.00 

Total attendance Summer Session 
Total attendance Summer Session 
Average daily attendance Summer 
Average daily attendance Summer 

The above costs include salaries paid to supervisors and depart- 
ment teachers. 





Average Cost Per 






Attend- 


Pupil 


Supplies. 


Total. 


ance. Per Day. 


$113.11 


$ 566.36 


242 


$0,086 


149.97 


536.57 


252 


.078 


210.79 


504.79 


208 


.089 


292.02 


866.27 


292 


.109 


26.82 


294.82 






248.82 


801.22 


191 


.155 


291.17 


2,898.42 


2,537 


.042 


886.33 


2,928.19 


2,459 
83 


.044 


236.11 


614.81 


254 


.089 


987.77 


1,246.52 


1,058 


.043 


1908.... 






177.444 


1909.... 






212,223 


Session 


1908 




6,572 


Session 


1909 




7,922 
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VACATION SCHOOl^ 

Cost and Maintenance by Schools 

Average Cost Per 
Attend- Pupil 

School — Salaries. Supplies. Total. ance. PerDay. 

Wickersham $ 678.70 $ 110.53 $ 789.23 220 $0,132 

Mt. Washington 665.80 110.97 ll^m 216 .133 

Forbes 845.40 157.03 1,002.43 424 .087 

Andrews 754.65 155.55 910.20 337 .100 

Thaddeus Stevens .... 457.90 59.57 517.47 138 .138 

Greenfield .-. 466.15 40.45 506.60 175 .107 

Minersville 636.45 107.87 744.32 199 .136 

Holmes 780.45 220.28 1,000.73 183 .202 

Ralston 524.33 54.13 578.46 198 .108 

Springfield 784.50 212.48 996,98 213 .173 

Totals $6,594.33 $1,229.86 $7,82^.29 2,303 $0,124 

PARKS 

Cost and Attendance by Parks 

Average Cost Per 
Attend- Pupil 

Park — Salaries. Supplies. Total. ance. PerDay. 

Arsenal Park.: $1,495.80 $192.30 $1,688.10 763 $0,081 

Adams Market 168.75 76.01 244.76 235 .038 

Cunningham Playgr'nd 79.75 130.94 210.69 32 .243 

Denny Park 295.50 161 :7(i 457.26 204 .083 

Elliott Playground.... 180.95 134.56 315.51 129 .090 

Holmes Gardens 44.50 155.41 199.91 

Hazelwood Playgr'nd. 70.20 127.08 197.28 71 .100 
Junction Hollow Play- 
ground 8.00 101.01 109.01 52 .077 

Jones & Laughlin Play- 
grounds 140.50 23.46 163.96 117 .051 

Lawrence Park 1,236.38 1,117.27 2,353.65 739 .117 

Lewis Playground.... 233.70 653,35 887.05 148 .219 

Ormsby Park 1,150.70 569.11 1,719.81 850 .074 

Phillips Park 50.00 57.46 107.46 52 .076 

South Side Park 746.07 153.71 899.78 322 .103 

Soho Club 122.85 142.40 265.25 127 .077 

Soho— Moultrie Street 175.50 121.38 296.88 213 .051 

Soho School Playgr'nd 207.25 67.41 274.66 157 .064 

Second Avenue Park.. 43.75 36.11 79.86 34 .086 

Washington Park .... 1,608.00 388.81 1,996.81 1,374 .053 

Totals $8,058.15 $4,409.54 $12,467.69 5,619 $0,082 

The above costs include salaries paid to head teachers, depart- 
ment teachers and janitors. 
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Library Work in the Playgrounds 

Report for Fiscal Year 1909-1910 

To the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

During the winter months we have had two reading rooms in the 
Playground buildings — one at Lawrence Park and one at Washington 
Park — with a deposit station at South Side Recreation Park. 

The Lawrence Park reading room has been open four periods 
each week during the fiscal year, with an attendance of over 13,000, 
making an average of more than 1,000 children each month. 

The Washington Park reading room has been open since October 
for two afternoons each week and has had an average attendance of 
more than 100 children each period. The two afternoons each week 
do not afford sufficient time to accommodate the large numbers of 
children who come for books. It is hoped that arrangements can 
soon be made for having this reading room open more periods. 

The South Side Recreation Park has been open one period each 
week, with an average attendance of 75. 

The Playground Association has provided charmingly equipped 
reading rooms and part of the assistance. The Carnegie Library has 
supplied books and the remainder of the assistance and voluntary 
help from the students in the Training School for Children's Libra- 
rians. The students have conducted the entire story hour work and 
assisted in charging and discharging the books. While the students 
have been most interested and capable workers, it would be an im- 
provement to have also one regular assistant appointed for each cen- 
ter and for a longer period than it is possible for the students to re- 
main. The reading rooms could then be open more periods. The 
most immediate need for this is felt at Washington Park, where, in 
less than an hour's time after their schools close, ofttimes 150 chil- 
dren come to return their books, select new ones and hear the stories 
told. All cannot accomplish these ends in the time allotted, and there 
is much haste and anxiety on the part of the children, for it is the 
swift and the strong who depart satisfied. 

In the three libraries the children represent homes of twenty-two 
nationalities. 55 per cent foreign. Their parents are employed in 
ninety different occupations, the largest per cent being mill workers. 
Into these homes 18,614 books have been taken by the children from 
the winter playground centers. Including the summer playground 
libraries the circulation of books has amounted to 24,723 for the year. 

One period each week at each center is known as story hour day, 
and at this time the standard fairy tales are told and opportunity 
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taken to direct the children's reading and to create in them new in- 
terests. To this the children are very responsive and most eager to 
read the books suggested. The stories told for the year number 881, 
with an attendance of 9,969, including the summer playgrounds. 

No fines are charged for overdue books, and home visits are made 
when it is necessary to collect books which have not been returned 
after two weeks' time. Such visits are generally pleasant, and we find 
the parents very kindly disposed toward the library work. Some 
mothers have remarked that books keep their boys at home in the 
evenings. Cook books and others on technical subjects taught in the 
Playground buildings are in constant circulation. The boys ask for 
books on carpentry, military drill, mechanics and electricity. In this 
way the librarians and Playground teachers have unusual opportunity 
for co-operation, with results gratifying to both. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JANE CONARD, 
Supervisor Playground Libraries. 
Approved: 

FRANCES JENKINS' OLCOTT, 
Chief of Children's Department. 




PLAY TENT, LEWIS GARDENS 
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STATISTICS OF UBRARY WORK IN PLAYGROUNDS 

FOR nSCAL YEAR FEBRUARY 1, 1909 TO 

JANUARY 31, 1910 

Attendance 

Lawrence Park 13,184 

South Side Recreation Park 4,668 

Washington Park 2,607 

Total 20,459 

Circulation 

Lawrence Park , 9,585 

South Side Recreation Park 6,183 

Washington Park 2.846 

Total : 18,614 

Summer playgrounds 6,109 

Grand total 24,723 

Registrations 

Boys registered 912 

Girls registered 981 

Total 1,893 

Registrations for Fiscal Year: 

Lawrence Park 957 

South Side Recreation Park 572 

Washington Park 364 

Total 1,893 

Entire registrations: 

Lawrence Park 1,085 

South Side Recreation Park 711 

Washington Park 397 

Total 2.193 



* Opened October 1. 

SCHOOLS WHICH CHILDREN ATTEND 

Public 1,198 

Parochial 612 

Not any 83 

NATIONAUTIES OF PARENTS 



American 862 

Armenian 3 

Austrian 29 

English 67 

French 1 

German 203 

Greek 1 

Hungarian 12 

Irish 249 

Italian 110 

Jewish 10 



Lithuanian 3 

Polish 74 

Roumanian 23 

Russian 84 

Scotch 9 

Slavish 24 

Swedish 16 

Syrian 40 

Swiss 3 

Welsh 5 

Negroes 65 
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VOCATIONS OF PARENTS 



Anchor Supply Company.. 4 

Auditor 1 

Banker 1 

Bartender 44 

Barber 3 

Barrel maker 1 

Bill poster 1 

Blacksmith 34 

Boarding house 13 

Boiler maker 5 

Bricklayer 20 

Bridge works 14 

Butcher 11 

Carpenter 53 

Chemist 1 

Cigar maker 5 

Cleaner 13 

Clerk 52 

Coal merchant 1 

Collector 2 

Conductor 10 

Constable 9 

Contractor 41 

Cook 20 

Dairy 2 

Doctor 1 

Driver 78 

Electrician 13 

Elevator man 2 

Engineer 39 

Factory 162 

Farmer 4 

Fireman 17 

Fisherman 1 

Fruit vender 18 

Gardener 2 

Glass works 19 

Grocer 17 

House mover 2 

Huckster 14 

Inspector 5 

Janitor 27 

Jeweler 6 

Jimk shop 2 

Knife sharpener 1 



Laborer 194 

Mail carrier 6 

Mechanic 46 

Meter fitter 1 

Mill works 368 

Miners 3 

Minister 1 

Molder 24 

Motorman ^ 

Musician 3 

Newspaper man 1 

Nickelodeon 1 

Nurse 1 

Oil works 9 

Organ grinder 1 

Painter 7 

Paper hanger 4 

Peddler 38 

Pensioned 1 

Pipe fitter 8 

Plasterer 5 

Plumber 8 

Policeman 32 

Printer 3 

Puddler 23 

Priest (Greek) 3 

Rag shop 3 

Railroad 43 

Restaurant 1 

Retired soldier 1 

Roofer 1 

Salesman 78 

Salvation Army 1 

Seamstress 11 

Shoe maker 6 

Stone cutter 6 

Store keeper 37 

Tailor 8 

Telephone operator 2 

Undertaker 4 

Waiter 17 

Washerwoman 17 

Watchman 10 

White wing 12 

Out of work 45 



OCCUPATIONS OF CHILDREN 



Cord maker 1 

Fruit vender 1 

Glass factory 3 

Laundry 1 

Messenger 1 

Mills 3 

Office boy 1 

Organist 1 



Postoffice 1 

Seamstress 1 

Shoemaker 1 

Stenographer 2 

Teacher 1 

Tobacco factory 1 

Trunk factory 1 
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REPORT OF THE THIRD PLAY CONGRESS OF THE 

PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

PITTSBURGH. MAY 10-14, 1909 

DURING the week of May 1 0th, 1909, the Pittsburgh Play- 
ground Association had the pleasure of entertaining the 
third Play Congress of the Playground Association of America. 
Preparations for the Congress began in January when six com- 
mittees were appointed by the President on Hospitality, General 
Information, Playground Exhibits, Hall and Ushers, and Finance, 
the last committee resolving itself into a Concert Committee 
which arranged for a festival of Folk Songs and Folk Dances 
given by the children of the winter play centers and a sub-com- 
mittee to prepare the material for the May number of the "Play- 
ground" magazine. As the plans for each Play Congress in- 
clude a play festival it was the intention of the Pittsburgh Associa- 
tion to give such a festival at Washington Park with children 
from the winter playgrounds as participants. A larger plan, 
however, was developing in the mind of our Superintendent which 
was presented at a joint meeting of the Advisory and Executive 
Boards and adopted with the promise of assistance from members 
of the Advisory Board in its execution. This plan included an 
invitation to the public schools of the city to send representative 
groups of children prepared to take part in a great Pittsburgh 
Festival at Schenley Park. At the suggestion of Mr. Samuel 
Andrews, Superintendent of Pittsburgh Schools, the Central 
Board of Education made Friday aftemoon, May 1 4th, a half- 
holiday for all the public schools and, though the time for explana- 
tion and preparation was very short, a large number of schools 
responded. An effort was made to interest the foreign societies 
of Pittsburgh in the Festival which was partially successful. 
Committees of business men were organized to take charge of the 
transportation, the field events and other features of the program 
at the park, and weekly meetings were held in the Chamber of 
Commerce to perfect the plans for the great day. To these com- 
mittees was added a woman's committee on costumes which met 
nearly every day during the two weeks preceding the Congress 
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PLAY FESTIVAL 




Courtesy of Gazette Times - 

ONE OF THE NINETY-NINE PLAYGROUNDS 




Courtesy of Gazette Times 



SLOVAC DANCE 
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and made more than three hundred costumes for the Pageant of 
Pittsburgh which was to close the festival. 

On May third, one week before the Congress, the Festival 
of Folk Songs and Folk Dances was given by the playground 
children in Carnegie Hall. It was a charming entertainment. 
The children were happy, spontaneous and unconscious as all 
young and happy things should be. Mr. James Stephen Martin 
conducted the concert and mass rehearsals as his contribution 
to the Association's work and the proceeds with receipts from a 
few advertisements in the Pittsburgh number of "The Playground" 
paid all the local expenses of the Congress. 

A week later the opening meetmg was held in Carnegie 
Hall with addresses of welcome by the Honorable William A. 
Magee, Mayor of Pittsburgh and the President of the Pittsburgh 
Playground Association, the annual address of Dr. Luther H. 
Gulick, President of the Playground Association of America 
and music by the Tuesday Musical Club choral. A reception 
for members of the Congress was given at the close of this session. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings were devoted to 
reports of national committees on various playground topics. 
Tuesday noon a luncheon was provided for the National Board of 
Directors by the Hospitality Committee of the Pittsburgh Asso- 
ciation. On Tuesday afternoon a Game Festival was given by 
the Kindergarten Alumnae at the Conservatory of Music and in 
the evening a public meeting was held. Wednesday afternoon 
the Congress visitors were taken to three of the Recreation Parks 
in private automobiles kindly loaned for the occasion. The 
gardens at Arsenal and the interesting groups of children in the 
gymnasium, art and cooking rooms at Lawrence Park were almost 
too fascmating to allow our guests to go home and prepare for 
the evening meeting. On Thursday a Congress luncheon in the 
enclosed porch of the Schenley Hotel was followed by visits to the 
Heinz factory and the steel mills for which cordial invitations 
had been extended. 

Thursday evening the Song Festival was repeated for the 
benefit of the Congress members and visitors who crowded the 
house to overflowing. 

Friday morning the Council meeting and two conferences 
were held but before they adjourned the rumbling of special cars, 
the tramping of thousands of children's feet, the shouting of school 
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slogans drifted m as the clans gathered for the great festival of 
play. Public and private schools and a number of athletic associa- 
tions marched to the playgrounds which had been carehiUy 
marked out for them. Two thousand boy contestants and their 
admiring friends climbed the hill to the oval where the races and 
other events for which they had entered were to take place. 
More than ten thousand girls and younger children were scattered 
through the smaller plot and thirty or forty thousand spectators 
made the park a huge moving picture until four o'clock when the 
lines converged from all directions upon Flagstaif Hill, where the 
beautiful pageant of the "History and Spirit of Pittsburgh" was 
given by about three hundred children from a number of schools 
and parks and by members of six national societies. The pro- 
gram of the pageant of Pittsburgh included four scenes and two 
processions. 

Processional. 

Scene I. Indian Home Life 

The Great Feather Dance 
Com Grinding Song 
Harvest Dance 

Scene II. French Hunters and Trappers 
The Gift of the Indians. 
French Occupation of Fort IDuquesne 
The Coming of the Ejiglish — William Pitt 
The Spirit of 76 
Elntrance of the Spirit of Pittsburgh and Columbia 



Scene III. 


National Dances 




I. Scotch 




2. Irish 




3. Swedish 




4. Greek 




5. Slovak 




6. Italian 




7. Hungarian. 


Scene IV. 


The Appeal of the Children 




Flag Salute 




America 


Recessional 
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The weather was perfect, warm but not sultry with a some- 
what clouded sun. The crowds were at no time disorderly or 
troublesome and the efficiency of the park aides who to(^ charge 
of the smaller playgrounds and of the children generally secured 
the safety and comfort of everybody. The PitU^urgh Railways 
Company took excellent care of the children, using every reserve 
car in their bams and keeping the rush hour schedule in force 
until all had left the park. The thanks of the Association are 
due to the chairmen and members of the Congress Committees 
for their careful plarming and faithfulness to detail which made 
the local program work smoothly and efficiently and the thanks 
of Pittsburgh as well as of the Association are due to the Fes- 
tival Committees, the Chamber of Commerce and other organi- 
zations and the Pittsburgh press for the success of our first great 
Play Festival. 

BEULAH KENNARD. 
President. 




Courtesy of Gazette Times 



THE CROWD REVIEWING THE PAGEANT. 
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Schools participating in Play Festival at Schenley Park, May 14th, 1909 




Esplen 4S 

Wickersham 25 

Morse 39 

Humboldt 21 

Knox 22 

Monorijgahela 23 

Riverside 24 

Thaddeus Stevens 27 

WestUke 64-65 

Ormsby Park 88-91 

South Side Park 28 

Arsenal 

McCleery 76 

Woolslair 77 

Andrews 62 

St. Clair 20 

Lincoln 8-9 

Lemington 10 

Larimer 14-15 

Sterrett 4 

Brushton No. 1 78 

Brushton No. 2 79-80 

Mt. Washington 29 

Duqucsne 30 

Grant 50 

Hancock 32 

Washington Park 7 

Moorhead 33 

Bellefield 16-17 

Holmes 11-12 

Soho 18 

Blind Institute 1 

Colfax No. 5 26-31 

Home for Crippled Children 13 

Crescent 57 

Luckev No. 1 71 

Luckey No. 2 55-56 

Montooth 70 

Woods Run Home 83 

Sheraden 82 

Minersville 2 

Beltzhoover 81 

Washington 41-42 

Liberty 34-35 

Osceola 38 

Shakespeare 43 

Friendship 36-37 

Fort Pitt 53-54 

Garfield 72 

Margaretta 73 

Forbes 5 

Lawrence 68 

Lawrence Park 6-19 

Birmingham 44-45 

Franklin 

O'Hara 52 

Ralston 66 

Peebles 84-87 

Central Turn Vcrcin 13 

Letsche 49 

Slovak Children 3 

Allen 46-47 

West Liberty 60-61 

Book Clubs 69 
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THIRD ANNUAL PLAY CONGRESS, MAY 10 TO 
MAY 15, 1909 
Receipts and Ejcpenditures of Concert Committee 

Miss Beulah Kcnnard, Chairman. 
Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon, Treasurer Special. 

Receipts 

Sale of concert tickets, including contributions $869 75 

Cash received through office 12 

$870 47 

Expenditures 

Salaries to Publicity Secretary and stenographer $152 00 

Printing and postage 146 76 

Children's car fares 50 00 

Expenses selling tickets 15 00 

Carnegie Music Hall rent for concert and Play Con- 
gress sessions 375 00 

Moving seats, erecting and taking down platform... 10 00 
Rent and service of room beneath Music Hall for ex- 
hibits 36 80 

Badges 22 50 

Expressage 12 10 

Typewriter rent 4 00 

Miscellaneous expenses 1 72 

Expenses of Supervisor preparing for festival 39 40 

$865 ?8 

Balance unexpended 5 19 

$870 47 

LOCAL CONGRESS COMMITTEES 

of The Pittsburgh Playground Association 

Finance and Concert 

Miss Beulah Kennard, Chairman 

Mrs. Joseph Jones Mrs. C. Victor Rice 

Mrs. Enoch Rauh Mrs. Frederic Crabtree 

Mrs. Henry B. Birch Mrs. W. H. Siviter 

Mrs. T. C. Clifford Mrs. Albert Wensell 

Mrs. P. J. O'Connor Miss Qiza O. Denniston 

Hospitality 

Mrs. Frank T. Hogg, Chairman 
Mrs. George Oliver Mrs. Frank M. Roessing 

Mrs. Joseph H. Moore Miss May Allen 

Mrs. Wm. M. Carothers Miss Mary E. Stevenson 

Mrs. James I. Buchanan Miss Anna Reed 

Mrs. E. R. Sullivan Miss Beulah Kennard 

Mrs. Charles McKnight Mrs. John L. Levvris 

Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon Miss Alice M. Parker 

Honorary Chairman 
Mrs. Edward W. Biddle (President State Federation of Pennsylvania Women) 
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General Infonnation 

Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon, Chairman 
Mrs. Charles R. Wray Mrs. Howell Van Blarcom 

Mrs. Will McLain Mrs. Harris Crawford 

Mrs. J. G. Schreuder Miss Mary Willard 

Local Transportation 

Mrs. George Kramer, Chairman 
Mrs. Warren EJsey, Vice-Chairman Miss Minnie R. Kuhn 

Mrs. Rebecca Gray Mrs. Wm. H. McKenna 

Mrs. B. F. Keen 

Auxiliary and Playground Exhibits 

Mrs. Joseph H. Moore, Chairman 
Mrs. Samuel S. Miller, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Samuel H. Winner Miss Helen Whitman 

Mrs. George MacPherson Miss Edith Gray 

Mrs. M. E. Van Wagonen Mrs. John H. /^mstrong 

Mrs. George Hubbard Mrs. ^ ames I. Kay 

Mrs. DeWitt M. Taylor Mrs. T. Marshall Harton 

Miss Mary S. Wright Mrs. W. A. Smith 

Miss Mazie Vandergrift Mrs. Florence Wade 

Halls and Ushers 

Mrs. William Macrum, Chairman 
Mrs. Robert D. Coard Mrs. T. P. Henderson 

Mrs. George H. Wilson Mrs. J. B. Montgomery 

Mrs. Henry L. Barton Mrs. W. W. Wishart 

Miss Alice M. Thurston 

Badge 

Mrs. Will. McLain, Chairman 
Mrs. W. H. McKenna Mrs. W. D. Grimes 

Costumes 

Mrs. Samuel S. Miller, Chairman [ 

Mrs. John W. Cunningham Mrs. J. E. Sprague I 

Mrs. W. E. Gelston Mrs. C. Sunstein | 

Mrs. M. F. Kent Mrs. August Wiesand | 

Mrs. George Kramer Mrs. Charles R. Wray \ 

Mrs. Sophia Miller Mrs. John Wilson f 

Mrs. John Porter Miss Emma Weisbrod 

Miss Goetman I 

Hospitality Committee of the Advisory Board ! 

W. H. Stevenson, Chairman ^ 
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REPORT OF THE FESTIVAL FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

To the President and Members of the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association: 

AT a meeting called by your advisory board early in April to 
arrange the program for the Play Festival Day of the 
Third Annual Play Congress of America, representatives of the 
various commercial and civic organizations of the city were 
present. 

Delegates from the Chamber of Commerce wrere appointed 
Chairman of the Finance Committee and Treasurer of the special 
fund to be collected to defray the expenses of the "Play Day" 
May 14th. 

A letter was sent by this Committee to friends of the Play- 
ground Association and $1 169.44 was promptly and in a very 
kindly way, contributed and deposited with the Treasurer of the 
Conunittee, Mr. Harry M. Landis, and by him, all bills incurred 
in the Play Day exercises, were paid. Elach member of the 
Finance Committee took pleasure in doing all that was possible 
to make the collection meet the expenses of the day. 
Respectfully submitted, 

F. R. Babcock, 
E. M. Bigelow, 
S. H. Church, 
D. L. Gillespie, 
H. M. Landis, 
H. W. Neely, 
R. B.Ward, 
M. Rauh, Chairman, 

The Finance Committee. 

PLAY FESTIVAL COMMITTEES 

HNANCE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Marcus Rauh, Chairman, 95 1 Penn Ave. 
Mr. F. R. Babcock Mr. E. M. Bigelow 

Col. S. H. Church Mr. D. L. Gillespie 

Mr. H. M. Undis Mr. H. W. Neely 

Mr. R. B. Ward 
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COMMITTEE ON INVITATIONS 

Mr. C. B. Connelley, Chairman, Carnegie Technical Schools 

Supt. Samuel Andrews Mr. John W. Anthony 

Mr. S. S. Baker Mr. Frederic Crabtree 

Miss Julia M. Harding Miss Nannie Mackrell 

Mr. }. H. McClarren Rev. E. M. McKeever 

Mr. Elarl W. Reed Mr. Edward Rynearson 

Mr. R. M. Sherrard Mr. Hamilton Stewart 

Mrs. M. E. Van Wagonen Mr. H. E. Winner 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. M. J. Ehrenfeld, Chairman, 1922 Forbes St. 
Mr. J. R. Park Mr. R. T. Houlden ^ 

Mr. Joseph Painter Mr. S. S. Woodbum 

SCHOOLS 

Mr. W. C. Cleavinger Elsplen 

Mr. TTiomas Wilkinson Wickersham 

Mr. J. M. Hammond Morse 

Mrs. M. B. Redman Humboldt 

Miss Emma Neely Knox 

Mr. P. J. O'Connor Monongahela 

Mr. James H. Wall Riverside 

Mr. Wm. McCullough Thaddeus Stevens 

Mr. Ralph Radclifle Westlake 

Mr. Conant Van Blarcom Ormsby Park 

Mr. O. H. Myers South Side Park 

Mr. R. M. Cargo Mt. Washington. 

Mr. M. J. McMahon Duquesne 

Miss M. J. Graham Grant 

Miss Kate A. Barry Hancock 

Miss Elizabeth Zentler Washington Park 

Miss Nannie Mackrell Moorhead 

Miss Addia Weihl Columbian Council 

Mr. J. A. HoUinger, Assistant Bellefield 

Miss Caroline Baird, Assistant Holmes 

Mr. I M. Berkey Soho 

Mr. T. S. McAloney Blind Institute 

Mr. J. P. Cameron Libertv 

Miss Elizabeth Fundenberg, Assistant Osceola 

Miss Ella Hanlon Shakespeare 

Miss Mary Anderson, Assistant Friendship 

Miss Anna Till, Assistant Fort Pitt 

Miss S. A. Piatt Garfield 

Miss Adelia B. Floyd, Assistant Brashear 

Miss Eliza McClure, Assistant Bane 

Miss Alice McSwiggen Jefferson 
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SCHOOLS—Continued 

Mr. Francis A. Slattery Lawrence 

Mr. T. McCance Bladt Lawrence Rec. Park 

Miss EAnsL V. Fisher Arsenal Park 

Miss Bertha McElntee, Assistant McCleery School 

Miss Louisa D. Seif Woolslair 

Miss Mary McCall Andrews 

Mr. S. S. Baker St. Clair 

Mr. L. P. Greeves Lincoln 

Miss Mazie Neumont, Assistant Lemington 

Miss Edith Williamson Larimer 

Miss Emma M. Craig Sterrett 

Mr. A. D. Hope Brushton No. I 

Miss M. Rosetta Conover, Assistant Brushton No. 2 

Miss M. A. Frew Colfax No. 5 

Mrs. W. W. Smith, Secretary Ind. Home for 

Crippled Childroi 

Miss Minerva G. Marshall Crescent 

Mr. J. A. Snodgrass Luckey 

Miss Anna McClurg Luck^ No. 2 

Mr. J. F. Moore West Liberty 

Mr. Arthur Bennett Montooth 

Mr. Strain Woods Run Home 

Mr. Earl W. Reed Sheraden 

Mr. John Golden Minersville 

Mr. F. J. McKnight Beltzhoover 

Mr. W. D. Brightwell Birmingham 

Mr. John W. Anthony Franklin 

Mr. ohn J. Kenna 0*Hara 

Mr. John J. Coll Ralston 

Miss Chace Books Clubs 

Mr. Jos. McDermott Forb« 

Mr. J. M. Logan Peebles 

Mr. C. Stein Central Turn Verein 

Mr. J. W. Anthony Letsche 

Mr. J. K. Petruska Slovak Children 

Mr. C. B. Cook Allen Ave. 

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND MUSIC 

Mr. W. H. Stevenson, Chairman 
General 

Mr. E. V. Babcock Mr. S. S. Baker 

Mr. J. M. Berkey Mr. I. H. Coleman 

Mr. O. F. Felix Mr. Joseph Painter 

Mr. Marcus Rauh Mr. Chas. F. Weller 

Mr. H. E. Winner Mr. Albert Lehman 

Mr. Aaron Cohen Mr. George A. Kelly, Jr. 
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COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND MUSIC— Continued 

Mr. Howard Heinz Mr. Edgar Kaufman 

Mr. E. M. Bicelow Mr. T. J. Keenan 

Mr. A. J. Kelly Mr. Thos. J. Hawkins 

Mr. Geo. M. Lehman Mr. H. W. Stevenson 

Mr. J. P. Shaw Mr. J. A. H. Junker 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Mr. E. M. Love Mr. T. D. Harman 

Mr. Geo. A. Buse Mr. Edw. Davison, Jr. 

Mr. Harry W. Ehmlap Mr. L. Germain, Jr. 

Mr. C. N. Heinz Mr. Thos. B. Moreland 

Mr. R. L. McKalUp Mr. F. A. Russell 



LAWRENCEVILLE BOARD OF TRADE 

Dr. A. L. Lewin Mr. C. D. Eichenlaub 

Mr. Geo. Henninger Mr. P. J. Meenan 

Mr. R. J. Smith Mr. Walter Klemm 

Mr. Otto Ehinger Mr. Joseph J. Riley 

Mr. Thomas McCaffrey Mr. John Walters 



OAKLAND BOARD OF TRADE 
Mr. M. J. EJirenfeld Mr. A. J. Logan 

Mr. Robert Thomson Thos. Stephen Brown, Esq. 

Mr. A. C. Shaw Mr. James B. Stevenson 

Mr. W. W. Giffen Mr. Chas. Eberle 

Mr. R. T. Holden Mr. August Eberhart 

Mr. D. A. Jones Mr. C. B. Aylesworth 

Mr. John Dimling 

PITTSBURGH BOARD OF TRADE 

Mr. O. H. AUerton, Jr. Mr. A. E. Siedle 

Mr. W. H. McMechan Mr. I. W. Wallace 

Mr. Grant Diebert Mr. S. H. Lloyd 

Mr. Wm. McFarland Mr. S. A. Dickie 

Mr. Newton K. Delaven Dr. George McNeil 

Mr. W. I. Spahr Mr. J. W. Sherrer 

Mr. J. H. Coleman Mr. S. C. Graham 

Mr. I H. Harrison Mr. H. P. Kuhn 

Mr. K. M. Sterrett Mr. R. E. Logan 



ALLEGHENY 
A. S. Moorhead. Esq. Mr. Chas. N. Hanna 

Mr. Chas. K. Strobe! Mr. W. G. Minnick 

Mr. lames S. Bell Mr. C. S. Knaur 

Mr. Louis Edtert Mr. Geo. P. E<:kert 
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Mr. H. C. Mendel 
Mr. John O'Neil 
Mr. Samuel McKnigkt 
Mr. A. G. Frazier 
Mr. A. R. Hamilton 
Mr. F. J. Torrance 
Mr. W. T. Braaberry 
Major E. M. McCombs 



ALLEGHENY--Continucd 

Mr. George E. Meyer 
Mr. R. H. Jackson, 
John M- Goehring, Esq. 
Mr. John Joos, Editor 
Rev. Alonzo Turkle 
Dr. James R. McCance 
Mr. August Loch 
Mr. W. B. Rodgers, Jr. 



HOMEWOOD BOARD OF TRADE 

Mr. F. A. Schmilz Mr. J. E. Carpenter 

Mr. Wm. Robinson Mr. J. A. Harbaugh 

Mr. H. E. Leslie Mr. ihos. Delaney 

Mr. Jos. Robinson Mr. Richard Briney 

Mr. Jos. P. Bingaman Mr. F. C. Heimert 

COMMITTEE ON TRACK AND HELD EVENTS 
Dr. A. A. Hamerschlag, Chairman, Carnegie Technical Schools 



Mr. W. H. Matthews 

Mr. Frederic Webster 

Mr. Eugene Dowling 

Mr. Joseph Thompson 

Mr. Anorew Kerr 

Mr. Presley L. Reed 

Mr. Emil Rath 

Mr. A. B. Shepherd 

Mr. Frank Jarvis 

Mr. H. E. Friessell 

Mr. Robert Cloughen 

Mr. Harry Fry 

Mr. George W. Burke 

Mr. Earnest Mooar 

Mr. Richard Guy 

Mr. Carl Davis 

Mr. James Long 

Mr. Henry Etling 

Mr. E. F. Kock 

Chancellor S. B. McCormick 

Mr. J. Warren Lytle 

Father M. A. Hehir 

Mr. Wm. R. Crabbe 

Mr. John Morrow 



Mr. Chas. C. Leeds 
Dr. Walter Orbin 
Mr. Roy A. Woods 
Mr. J. L. Grimes 
Mr. S. R. Burleigh 
Mr. E. A. Barrier 
Mr. Charles S. Miller 
Mr. John Barber 
Mr. William Pfouts 
Mr. Addison Boren 
Mr. Trevor F. Myler 
Dr. A. B. Waldren 
Mr. Frank M. Shelton 
Mr. E. M. Thierry 
Mr. J. MacPherson 
Mr. K. M. Chilton 
Mr. C. B. Power 
Mr. Frederick Simmon 
Mr. Wm. Hertzel 
Mr. Samuel P. Andrews 
Mr. G. E. Johnson 
Mr. Edward Rynearson 
Mr. Wilmot R. Jones 
Mr. Genslinger 
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PRESS AND PUBUCITY COMMITTEE 

Mr. Hugh Arthur Mr. Wm. P. Beazell 

Mr. Harry Bittner Major W. H. Davis 

Mr. Hal. P. Denton Mr. C. A. Evans 

Mr. Ardiur Goshen Mr. A. J. Hollis 

Mr. Frank Jenks Mr. W. Lee Mcllwain 

Mr. Charles Lancaster Mr. Burd S. Patterson 

Mr. I. E. Hirsch Mr. Jos. P. Vilk 

Mr. Jan A. Ferencik Mr. O. E. Luidbom 

Mr. Jos. B. Kromcry Mr. Hrvatski 

Mr. Andrew Kazmierski Col. W. C. Connelley, Jr. 

COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF FOREIGN DANCES 

Mr. C. G. Manos Greek Dance 

Mr. Mariana Cancilliere Italian 

Rev. Joseph Swarcrok Polish 

Mr. John Reid Scotch 

Mr. otephen Madden Irish 

Mr. John Vivas Croatian 

BUSINESS MEN'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Mr. Burd S. Patterson, Chairman 

Mr. D. S. Oliver Mr. S. S. Woodbum 

Mr. Geo. W. Gerwig Mr. John Morrow 

Mr. W. T. Bradberry Mr. Geo. L. Cruikshank 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Mr. G. E. Johnson, Chairman 

Miss Elizabeth Burchenal Miss Alice M. Corbin 

Miss Eidna V. Fisher Miss Beulah Kennard 

Mr. W. H. Matthews Mr. Emil Rath 

Miss Elizabeth R. Stoner Mr. Emile Barrier 

Miss Lovinia Gable 
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CONTRIBUTORS. 1909 

Adams, Mrs. S. Jarvis $10 00 

Armstrong, Miss Eliza D 5 00 

Bailey, Mr. Reade W 10 00 

Bailey, Mrs. John H 50 00 

Bakewell, Miss Martha 3 00 

*Beggs. Mrs. H. C 25 00 

Bennett, Mrs. John G 5 00 

Bissell, Mrs. George W. J 25 00 

Brenneman, Mrs. L. A 10 00 

Brown, Major A. M 12 00 

Cassidy. Mrs. William H 15 00 

Clapp, Mrs. George H 500 

Clarkson, Mrs. George T . 10 00 

Claypool . Mrs. George L.. 5 00 

Clemson, Mrs. D. M 25 00 

Clifford. Mrs, T. C 4 15 

Dallmeyer, Mrs. Henry, Jr 15 00 

Davis, Mrs. Annie M 5 00 

Day, Mrs. Thomas P 500 

Decker, Mrs. Omar S 4 00 

Denny, Miss Matilda W 25 00 

Dempster, Mrs. Alexander 5 00 

Dilvvorth, Mrs. George W. 100 00 

Dilworth, Mrs. Louise M 25 00 

Eaton, Mrs. Percival J 5 00 

Edwards, Mrs. George B 100 00 

English, Mrs. H. D. W 10 00 

Foster, Mrs. William S 200 

Frew, Mrs. W, N 25 00 

Gillespie, Mrs. D. L 10 00 

Gordon, Mrs. George B 25 00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 5 00 

Guffey. Miss Mary E 10 00 

Hammond, Mrs. James H 10 00 

Hamilton, Mrs. W. C 5 00 

Hamilton, Mrs. William D 10 00 

Hart, Mrs. Sarah W 10 00 

Hartley, Mrs. Thomas R 50 00 

Hegeman, Miss Annie M 50 00 

Hogg. Mrs. John T 10 00 

Hostetter. Mrs. D. Herbert 25 00 

Jackson, Miss Mary L 25 00 

Johnson, Miss Rachel (proceeds of sale) 1 65 

Jones. M rs. Jean H 5 00 

Kelly, Mrs. Samuel R 25 00 

Kirkpatrick. Mrs. John C 5 00 

Lauder, >rrs. George 25 00 

Lewis. Mrs. John L 4 00 

Lippincott. Mrs. John C 20 00 

Lockhart. Mrs. James H 50 00 

Lockhart, James H., Esq 100 00 

Macfarlane, Mrs. James R 10 00 

Marsh, Mrs. Joseph W 10 00 

Marshall, Mrs. Ruth A 5 00 

Mason, IVfrs. H. Lee 100 00 

♦Deceased. 
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Mehard, Hon. S. S 5 00 

Mellon, Mrs. James R 20 00 

Mellor, Mrs. Charles C 5 00 

Miller, Mrs. Charles L 10 00 

Miller, Mrs. Reuben 20 00 

Mitchell, Miss Elizabeth S' 5 00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H 50 00 

Moorhead, Mrs. William J 5 00 

McCormick, Mrs. D. C \ m nn 

McCormick, Miss Sophia G I ^" ^ 

McCune. Mrs. John R., Sr 20 00 

McGinley, Mrs. John R 50 00 

McKelvey, Mrs. William M 25 00 

McLain, Mrs. Will 10 00 

MacPherson, Mrs. George (Proceeds of Doll Raffle) 22 00 

Negley, Mrs. Henry H 25 00 

Osborne, Mrs. L. A 10 00 

Palmer, Mrs. J. E 2 00 

Peacock, Mrs. A. R 25 00 

Porter. H. Kirke, Esq 100 00 

Porter, Hon. William D 10 00 

Porter. Mr. and Mrs. John L 15 00 

Rea, Mrs. William H 10 00 

Reineman, Mrs. Robert T 5 00 

Schoen, Mrs. William H 25 00 

Scott, Mrs. William 10 00 

Stephenson, Mrs. John G 25 00 

Stewart, Mrs. E. D 15 00 

Sturtevant, Mrs. Paul 5 (X) 

Sweeney, Miss Sarah 10 00 

Taylor. Mrs. Charles L 5 00 

Tener, Mrs. George E 10 00 

Thaw, Mr. Benjamin 10 00 

Thompson, Mrs. William R 100 00 

Wainwright, Miss Abigail 15 00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 50 00 

Wells. Miss Alice M 5 00 

Wilson. Mrs. Columbus J 5 00 

Wolfe, Mrs. Charles A 10 00 

Woodwell. Mrs. John 10 00 

Wurts, Mrs. Alexander J 5 00 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

Arlington Heights Red Cross Auxiliary, for South Side parks 2 00 
Bellefield Presbyterian Sunday School, for work in Junction 

Hollow 50 00 

Columbian Council of Jewish Women 15 00 

Daughters of the American Revolution — 

Pittsburgh Chapter $10 00 

By Mrs. George T. Clarkson — 

For Miss Adelaide Lare 5 00 

Cash 3 00 

By Mrs. S. A. Ammon 6 00 

Bv Mrs. George T. Clarkson 15 00 

By Mrs. W. S. Foster 4 00 

By Miss Adelaide Lare 3 00 

46 00 

Epoch Club 21 00 

Order of Eastern Star, Martha Chapter No. 88 10 00 

Pittsburgh Colony of New England Women 10 00 

Travellers' Club 5 00 

Twentieth Centurv Club — 

By Mrs. C. B. McLean $10 00 

By Mrs. E. H. Utlev 15 00 

25 00 

U. S. D. 1812, Dolly Madison Chapter 10 00 

Wimodausis Club 35 00 

Woman's Southern Society. 10 00 



MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS MADE TO THE 
ASSOCIATION DURING THE YEAR. 

Portraits of Mr. Oliver Onnsby, son of Col. John Ormsby and his wife 
Mrs. Sarah Mahon Onnsby, given by Mr. Oliver Ormsby rage and Mrs. 
P. J. O'Connor. 

Toys for playrooms in winter centers — Mrs. Clarence Coffman and 
Miss Grace Fagan. 

Toys for winter centers -Order of Elastem Star, through Mrs. George 
Njamer. 

Sewing machines loaned for sewing classes — Singer Sewing Machine 
Company. 

Magazines - Mrs. Wm. Macrum. 

Dolls dressed and given for Christmas party — TTiurston-Gleim Prep- 
aratory School, through Miss Thurston. 

Use of decorative electric lamps for Christmas trees — Doubleday-Hill 
Electric Co. through Mrs. T. Marshall Harton. 

Flags for Playgrounds by the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Bean Bags — Mrs. Omar Scott Decker. 

Eighteen hats, style of 1800 for dramatic work and one Indian head 
model for art department — Mrs. Samuel A. Ammon. 

Small chairs loaned from Shadyside Presbyterian Church for Concert 
at Carnegie Music Hall, through Mrs. Jos. H. Moore. 
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Use of pianos for various concerts and recitals from C. C. Mellor Co. 

Use of automobiles for tour of playgrounds during Playground Congress 
from the following people: 

Mr. W. F. McCook Col. E. J. Allen 

Mr. W. H. Rea Mr. H. P. Davis 

Mr. John W. Hubbard Mrs. Wm. M. McKelvy 

Mr. J. J. Fisher Mr. F. C. Babcock 

Mr. H. C. McEldowney Mr. W. W. Woodruff 

Mr. W. H. Stevenson Mr. Howard Heinz 

Mr. A. J. Logan Mr. E. V. Babcock 

Mr.S. Belden 

One-half rates for children for concerts at Carnegie Music Hall by 
Pittsburg Railwavs Co. through Mr. J. D. Callery. 

Palms for decorations during session of Playground Congress — Mr. 
A. W. Smith. 

Lantern for Congress lectures — Mr. Frederick W. Webster. 

Flowers for directors* luncheon during Playground Congress — Mrs. 
John L. Lewis. 

Frames for exhibits during Congress made by students of Carnegie 
Technical School through Mr. C B. Coimelly. 

Elmpty boxes for supplies — Jos. Home Co. 

Wigwams loaned for rlay Festival — Jos. Home Co. 

Music furnished on various occasions by the Tuesday Musical Club 
and the Glee and Mandolin Clubs of the Camegie Technical Institute. 

Music and readings at the Social Center entertainments by 



Mr. Ernest Johnson 
Miss Charlotte Pendleton 
Miss Exlna V. Fisher 
Mr. D. L. Counahan 
Mr. Fletcher Hallock 

Lectures at winter centers by 
Mr. E. S. Gray 
Mr. Wm. M. McNair 
Dr. J. F. Eldwards 
Mr. George W. Gerwig 
Mr. E. V. Lawrence 



Miss E^a Schoyer 
Mrs. Paul Sturtevant 
Mr. H. W. Stevenson 
Mr. Joseph McGiimess 
Mr. Frederick S. Chapman 

Mr. W. S. Thomas 
Dr. W. J. Holland 
Dr. John A. Brashear 
Mr. Frederic Webster 
Mr. Elrasmus Wilson 
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Lantern for lectures furnished by Mr. E. S. Gray. 

Flowers for summer playgroimds from Schenley Park conservatory 
through Mr. George M. Burke, Superintendent of Bureau of Parks. 

Transportation for flowers on train from Ejion Valley to Pittsburgh 
through Mr. E. T. Whiter of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railroad. 

Flowers contributed by Mrs. C. S. Armstrong, Mrs. Samuel Barton, 
Mn. S. C. Brooks, Mrs. Bray, Mrs. A. D. Bridwell, Mrs. George Baum, 
Miss Bashline and friends of M. E. Sabbath School of Sheraden, Mr. H. L. 
Blind, Mr. Tom Brown, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. J. M. Barrett, Mrs. Arthur 
Burffoyne, Mrs. John E. Brown, Mrs. Bendey, Mrs. Boyd, Mrs. Harvey 
Childs, Miss Bertha Coughey, Mrs. Robert D. Coard and friends, Mrs. 
Harris Cratwford, The Misses Crawford, Mrs. Coschosky, Mrs. Cuder, Mrs. 
Cyner, Miss Cochran, Mr. Philip D. Clifton, Mrs. C. M. Clarke, Chartiers 
Junior Society of Canonsburg, Cnildren of New Castle, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. J. 
M. Cames, Jr., Mrs. Guy E. Campbell, Mrs. J. H. Cramer, Columbian 
Council of Jewish Women, Miss Maiy G. Caulfield and friends from Ejion 
Valley, Pa., Children of Sheraden, Mrs. Jessie Davis, Mrs. Philip Drift, 
Mrs. H. M. Dobson, Mrs. O. S, Decker, Miss Dehner, Mrs. E. F. Daune, 
Miss Daubs, Mrs. S. H. Davis, Mrs. Darragh, Dolly Madison Chapter U. 
S. D. 1812, Mrs. Warren Eisey, First Baptist Sunday School of Leechburg 
through Mr. Wm. S. Power, Mrs. W. S. Fulton, Mrs. C. S. Flenuning^ Mrs. 
W. C. Fulton, Mr. J. O. L. Freese, Mr. H. C. Frick, Miss Gertrude Frank, 
Mrs. Gerrard, Mrs. John W. Garland, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. J. M. HoUiday, 
Mrs. W. A. Hoeveler, Mrs. Hulick, Mr. H. J. Heinz, Mrs. Hughes, Mrs. 
Henderson, Mrs. W. Hold, Mrs. Qyde Hartford, Miss Jenny, Mr. John 
layne, Mrs. W. Kaufman, Miss Kincaid, Keystone Chapter, D. A. Pioneers; 
Mr. C. C. Latus, Miss Lang, Mrs. W. E. Lincoln, Mrs. C. F. Lee, Mrs. 
Joseph Lee, Mrs. T. V. Lee, Mr. Wm. H. Matthews, Mrs. Robert Mor- 
rison, Mrs. W. A. Masee, Mrs. Monfalconi, Miss Harriet Marlin, Miss 
Emma Maxwell, Mrs. Walter C. Mellor, Mt. Lebanon Sewing Circle, 
Miss Henrietta Mundorf, Miss Kate McCraw, Mrs. W. McDonald, Mrs. 
McKinley, Mrs. Will McLain, Mrs. Marcaret McCuUock, Miss McMillin, 
Miss McEhvlain, The Misses McCobb, Mrs. McBerry, Mrs. Grace Nye, 
Miss Blanche Noble, Mrs. W. W. Nolan, Mrs. Henry Negley, Mrs. Samuel 
Noah, Mrs. Northup, Mrs. Anna O'Brien, Mrs. Oppenheimer, Mrs. A. A. 
O'Connor, Mrs. S. T. Ov^ns, Mrs. Z. Bailey Ogden. Mrs. lames Parker, 
Mrs. W. H. Palmer, Mrs. Robert Pitcaim, Mrs. Earl Reed, Mrs. Reichen- 
bach, Mrs. Scott Rippey, Mrs. Read, Mrs. Minnie O. Roberts, Mrs. M. V. 
Richardson, Mrs. A. D. Robb, Mrs. Ralph, Randolph & McClements, Mrs. 
Otto Steiert, Mrs. Stevenson, Mrs. Sterrett Sheriden, Mrs. A. W. Sherrill, 
Mrs. Shriener, Mrs. M. D. ScuUv, Mrs. Stahl, Mr. A. W. Smith, Mrs. J. H. 
Sherrard, Miss Jenny Smith, Mrs. W. F. Scott, Mrs. Speer, Mrs. Harry 
Smith, Miss Louise Speer, Twentieth Century Club of Burgettstown, Mrs. 
R. W. Tener, Miss Lucy Thomburg, Miss Thomas, The Misses Vander- 
grift, Woman's Club of Sheraden, Woman's Club of Crafton, Mrs. Watson, 
Mrs. A. D. Woodford, Mrs. John Woodwell, Mrs. Wightman, Mrs. E. A. 
Williams, The Misses Wells, Mrs. Lon Way, Mrs. L. F. Wentz, Miss 
Wilson, W. C. T. U. of Coraopolis, Mrs. J. G. Williams, Mr. A. W. Ziegler. 
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SOUTH SIDE RECREATION PARK 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE PITTSBURGH PLAY- 
GROUNDS. VACATION SCHOOLS 
AND RECREATION PARKS 
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Under the l^redion of 
The T^ittsburgh T^la^grounJ Association 



NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TEN 
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INDIAN GAME AT CHILDREN'S FAIR. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Miss Beulah Kennard President 

Mrs. William Macrum, . First Vice President 
Mrs. Joseph H. Moore, . Second Vice President 
Miss Mary Willard, Recording Secretary 
Mrs. T. C. Clifi'ord, . . Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Frank M. Roessing Treasurer 

Mrs. Frank T. Hogg Mrs. Geo. Hubbard 

Mrs. George Oliver Mrs. George Kramer 

Miss Alice M. Parker Mrs. Samuel S. Miller 



ADVISORY BOARD. 



Dr. 


S. B. McCormick 


Hon. W. M. Kennedy- 


Mr. 


Burd S. Patterson 


Mr. Benjamin Thaw 


Mr. 


A. B. Shepherd 


Mr. William Matthews 


Dr. 


A. L. Lewin 


Mr. 0. H. Allerton. Jr. 


Mr. 


M. J. Ehrenfeld 


Mr. D. L. Gillespie 


Mr. 


C. B. Connellev 


Mr. Chas. F. Weller 


Mr. 


Wm. H. Stevenson 


Dr. J. F. Edwards 


Mr. 


John W. Beatty 


Dr. John A. Brashear 


Mr 


Frederick Crabtree 


Mr. Allen T. Burns 




Mr 


Marcus Rauh 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

URING the past year the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association has passed through one of the critical per- 
iods in its history. In spite of the rapid growth of the 
winter activities and the opening of the large Wash- 
ington Park Field House and two swimming pools, 
the request for additional appropriations for play- 
ground work was denied by Councils for the first time in seven 
years. Immediately following this announcement, and while 
the Executive Board was making desperate efforts to reduce its 
expenses in every direction so that the work might suffer as 
little as possible, an ordinance was introduced taking the work 
entirely out of the hands of the Association, and placing it under 
the Bureau of Parks. This action was received with dismay by 
all who recognized the educational and social value of the play- 
ground work as the Bureau of Parks was without any means of 
carrying on these activities. The Pittsburgh Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Board of Trade and all the civic bodies and women's 
clubs protested against such a change and the mayor announced 
that he would veto such an ordinance if it were passed. The 
councilmanic committee to which it was referred returned it 
with an unfavorable recommendation and the matter was 
dropped. The Association has a deep appreciation of the confi- 
dence shown by the Administration and other organizations in 
its efficiency and reliability. It was obliged to reduce the number 
of playgrounds and schools proposed for the summer, to limit 
the choral work and to abandon its plans for extension in xarious 
directions, but by careful management, the parks were opened 
only two weeks later than anticipated in the fall, and nearly 
every department was on full time during the winter months. 
The educational and general features have been so well co\ered 
in the repx)rts of our Superintendent and Supervisors that no 
further mention of them is necessary. The social side of the 
winter centers has developed in importance during the year, 
and there has been more co-operation with social settlements, 
athletic associations and other bodies. This cooperation, we 
believe, will increase each year, as all social workers find the 
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parks in any district their natural rallying place. Independent 
clubs have been formed among men and women of the neighbor- 
hood which make the field house their home. Among the most 
promising of these are the girls' clubs organized under the Na- 
tional League of Women Workers, three of which meet in play- 
ground centers. At Lawrence Park a club of older women has 
also been organized which meets one afternoon each week for 
gymnasium work and games and one evening for cooking. This 
club will mean much to the playground in the future. On 
Saturday afternoons the gymnasium is in constant use by athletic 
clubs. Two important improvements at the park were made by 
enclosing the porch for a children's playroom and by making a 
new entrance to the club room in the swimming pool building. 
The latter has made it possible for outside organizations to use 
the room without interfering with class work. The Lawrence- 
ville Board of Trade has arranged to hold its monthly meetings 
in this room. Entertainments, including lectures, music and 
several children's plays have been very well attended. 

At Washington Park there are two Jewish clubs, a colored 
Women's Civic Club and a Colored Young Men's Civic Club 
which w^ere organized more than a year ago. More recently, 
the W. R. Black literary and athletic club, which has one of the 
best basketball teams in the city, the Gerbach club of High 
School boys and two Italian clubs have been added to the list. 

A number of entertainments have been given during the 
year with large audiences, but the demand has been greater 
than the supply. Informal social gatherings of the young people 
who attend the classes are held on Wednesday evenings. 

Ormsby Park is far too popular for the size of the two dwell- 
ings which must accommodate its classes and clubs. The girl's 
club is always well attended and the Ormsby Debating Club of 
men was obliged to find quarters in the branch library. 

These organizations indicate the growing neighborhood 
interest in the centers, and also the need for such meeting places 
especially in districts unreached by social settlements. In 
December, two social centers were opened in school buildings, 
and were conspicuously successful. This branch of the work 
should be largely extended. 

The Association has been encouraged by the increasing num- 
ber of its friends and adherents. Not only were requests re- 
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ceived from all quarters for playgrounds which we were unable 
to open for lack of funds, but in several cases the requests were 
accompanied by offers of help. Hazel wood citizens contributed 
enough to open a second playground there, and three others were 
suppx)rted in a similar manner, while officials of the National 
Tube Works themselves planned and equipped one which they 
asked the Association to supervise. 

At the November elections eight hundred thousand dollars 
was voted in the bond issue to be devoted to the extension of 
playgrounds. This does not help in the maintenance of the 
present ones, but gives promise of the future and we have had 
many requests for approval of plans for new fields. 

A special appeal was sent to the friends of the Association 
to support the swimming pools and other work which was en- 
dangered by the limitation of our city appropriation. The re- 
sponse was most generous and gratefully appreciated by those 
in charge. 

The members of the Advisory Board and the men who 
served on committees during the past year added greatly to the 
efficiency of the work and served to show the wisdom of this 
enlargement of our membership. To this board, as well as to 
the women's clubs, the city officials and those who contributed 
in so many ways to the children's happiness, we are indebted for 
the advances made this year. 

BEULAH KENNARD, 

President. 
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SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

At the meeting of the Executive Board of the Playground 
Association on January 27th, 1910, the Board decided to endorse 
the plan for the extension of the bulb and seed distribution in 
the public schools. A suggestion came from the National 
League of Working Women's Clubs that we allow the Clubs to 
use our Park Centers as meeting places. It was decided to ask 
the League secretary to come and look into conditions. 

A joint meeting of the Executive and Advisory Boards >\'as 
held on February 21st to consider what might be done about 
the Social Center work, as the appropriation was not sufficient 
to provide for it. In answer to a request the mayor regretted 
that it would not be possible to get even a small special appro- 
priation this year. 

At the regular meeting February 24th, the use of the Wash- 
ington Park gymnasium was granted to the Columbian Council 
Settlement for an entertainment which was largely attended. 

Also a joint meeting was held on February 24th to consider 
the information received that an ordinance had been introduced 
into Councils transferring the playground work from the care 
of the Association to the Bureau of Parks. The Boards decided 
to appoint a Committee to wait upon the mayor and also to 
appeal to the various bodies of citizens interested in the work 
for their support, as the Association considered this an unwise 
and abrupt method of making the change from private to official 
management. The Mayor expressed his disapproval of the 
ordinance and the Chamber of Commerce, the local Boards of 
Trade and other civic bodies made such strong protests that it 
was returned to Councils by the Finance Committee with a 
negative recommendation. 

A special meeting of the Executive Board was held March 
15th. During this period much of the time of the Board was 
spent in devising economies which would make the work of the 
Association as effective as possible on account of the cut in the 
appropriation. 

At the regular meeting, March 31st, the Board decided to 
give a concert in charge of the choral director, to increase the 
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fund and to make Pittsburgh people more familiar with some of 
the features of playground work. A special meeting was held 
April 5th. At this meeting a letter of resignation was received 
from Miss Willard, who had filled the position of Secretary until 
called away from the city. This resignation was accepted with 
regret, and Mrs. George Kramer was elected to fill the vacancy. 
The Board discussed a plan presented by the University of Pitts- 
burgh whereby the Superintendents and Association supervis- 
ors might give courses for the training of playground teachers 
as part of the University School of Education. It was decided 
to pay part of the salaries from a special fund so that they might 
be free to give part of their time to this normal work. It was 
also decided to open seven (7) vacation schools during the sum- 
mer and as many playgrounds as the funds would permit. 

At the regular Board meeting held April 28th a letter from 
the Chamber of Commerce was received, asking the privilege 
of making an investigation of the Playground Association in 
order to be able to supply exact information to inquirers. This 
request was granted. Three flags were repx)rted as having been 
presented by the Daughters of the American Revolution, two 
of which have been raised with appropriate ceremonies. 

At the regular Board meeting held May 27th, a letter from 
the Civic Club of Mount Washington was received, offering to 
cooperate with us and to give the use of a field owned by Mrs. 
Trace for garden work. This offer was accepted with thanks. 
It was reported that the Arsenal gardens would not be available 
for our use this summer. At this meeting it was voted "that 
an official communication be sent to Mr. James Stephen Martin, 
expressing appreciation of his work in training the Children's 
Chorus." The Board formally decided to cooperate with the 
National League of Working Women and allow their Clubs the 
use of the park field houses and Social Centers. 

An adjourned meeting was held June 1st to consider the 
plan of affiliation with the University of Pittsburgh in the School 
of Education. 

The regular Board meeting was held June 23rd at which 
final preparations were made for the summer session of play- 
grounds and schools. During June the swimming pools and 
baths were open and from 1500 to 2000 children were using the 
playgrounds under supervision. 
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A joint meeting of the Executive and Advisory Boards was 
held October 8th at which the comparative demands for work 
in different sections of the city were discussed. 

At the regular Board meeting of October 28th it was re- 
ported that the Parks had been opened with the usual number 
of centers in operation. The plan was adopted of having Wed- 
nesday evening of each week set aside to be devoted to social 
activities alone. At this time bulbs were distributed among the 
public schools under direction of Mr. Marshall. It was voted 
to hold the proposed Institute at Washington Park on Decem- 
ber 28th, 29th and 30th, a detailed report of which will be given. 

At the meeting of November 22nd, the repx)rt of the Com- 
mittee on Stamp Savings which had been inaugurated by the 
Associated Charities had been received and the Board decided 
to cooperate with the Associated Charities and to allow the use 
of the Parks for this purpx)se with a responsible person in charge. 

At the regular meeting of the Board December 22nd the 
opening of two schools as social centers was reported — Thaddeus 
Stevens on December 12th and the Minersville (Rose Street) 
School on December 19th, also the organization of three work- 
ing girls* clubs, one at Lawrence, one at Ormsby Park and one 
at Thaddeus Stevens School, with Miss Gilson, as secretary, in 
charge. A number of donations were received before Christmas 
for use at the parks, all of which have been gratefully acknowl- 
edged. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLARA E. McLAIN, 

Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

RECEIPTS 1910. 

VACATION SCHOOLS ACCOUNT. 

Balance on hand January 14, 1910 $ 734.45 

Individual Contributions 4,388.25 

Dues from Clubs, Associations and Members in addition 

to contributions 1 3 1 . 00 

Thaddeus Stevens School Board for Social Center Ex- 
penses 440 . 80 

Balance of Concert Fund 1909 19.00 

Sale of tickets for concert May 2b 906.45 

Charities Publication Committee (refund for pictures) 4 . 40 

Proceeds of Bulb Distribution 635 , 7b 

Bank interest on checking account 39. 02 

Products taken by pupils 198 . 75 

Car tickets sold at half price for children's transporta- 
tion from Playgrounds to Washington Park Fair 54.00 

Sale of lemonade, peanuts and toys at Fair 20. 36 

Emergency payments of salaries on city payroll, refunded 

as collected 346.4b 

Sundry small items 7.95 



$7,92b.65 



RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT 

Appropriation by City Councils for operation and main- 
tenance of Recreation Parks and Playgrounds 65.610. 00 

Total fund available for operating and maintenance ex- 
penses in 1910 \ . $73,536.65 
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EXPENDITURES. 1910. 
VACATION SCHOOLS ACCOUNT. 

Salaries — 

Teachers at seven Playgrounds, Vacation Schools. 

Social Centers and Institutes $2,749.98 

Swimming attendants 340.00 

Janitors, watchmen and laborers on ground 1 24 . 82 

Supplies — 

Cooking [department 12 . 70 

Manual Training Department 1 5 .60 

Music 37.00 

Physical Training Department 14.01 

Playgrounds and Playrooms for small children 66.33 

Sewing Department 4 . 42 

Swimming suits and supplies 388.09 

Express 17.55 

Equipment and repairs 148.23 

Water and ice 28.00 

Christmas festivals, children's Fair and car fares 1 10.64 

Association meetings, lectures and delegates' travel- 
ing expenses to meetings and conventions 301 .23 

Schools and office printing and supplies 379.42 

Postage 324.56 

Bulbs purchased for distribution 635 .43 

Concert expenses 485 .41 

Associate membership in Playground Association of 

America 25 . 00 

Associate membership in Associated Charities 10.00 

Emergency payments of salaries on city payroll, re- 
funded as collected 386.46 

Miscellaneous expenses, including telephones, insur- 
ance, press clippings, towel service and similar 

items not chargeable to any one department 1 69 . 1 3 

Carried forward $6,774 .01 
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EXPENDITURES, 1910. 

Brought Forward $6,774.01 

RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT. 

Salaries — 

Teachers at twenty-three Parks, Playgrounds and 
Social Centers including summer and regular teach- 
ers at five winter centers $ 2 1 ,790 . 30 

Superintendent, supervising and special teachers. . . . 15,675.% 

Janitors, custodians and laborers 7,403 . 66 

Office and Clerical Work 3,754. 13 

Supplies — 

Art Department 184.21 

Basketry Department 78. 12 

Cooking Department 510.81 

IDramatics 45 . % 

Manual Training Department 997 . 3 1 

Music 180. 33 

Nature Study Department 430. 10 

Physical Training Department 759.91 

Sewing Department 680.02 

Swimming 1 , 193 . 3 1 

Playgrounds and playrooms for small children 788. 1 1 

Equipment, repairs, alterations and additions 5,155.03 

Light and heat 1 ,926. 34 

Rent of one playground and offices 1 , 175 . 08 

Express 188. 77 

Office supplies 202 . 38 

Janitors' and general supplies 1,186.06 

Miscellaneous expenses including insurance, tele- 
phones, towel service, badges, photographs and 

similar items not chargeable to anv one department 1 ,304 . 1 

$65,610.00 

Total expenditures 1910 $72,384.01 

Balance on hand *1,152.64 

$73,536.65 

♦This balance was reserved in order to meet payments on contracts for 
work remaining uncompleted at close of fiscal year. 

JENNIE BRADLEY ROESSING, 

Treasurer. 
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To The Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

I hereby certify that the disbursements made from Appropriation No. 
200 for the year ending January 31st, 1911, were: 

March 3 1 , warrants drawn $ 2,622. 10 

April 30 •• •• 3,997.01 

May 31 ** " 4,374.59 

June 30 - *' 4,570.27 

July 30 '• *• 4,498.27 

August 31 '• •• 13,617.92 

Sept. 30 •• •* 5,540.78 

Oct. 31 •• '• -. 2,864.98 

Nov. 30 •• *• 3,265.71 

Dec.' 31 •• •• 4,479.21 

Jan. 30 *• '* 7,001.92 

31 '• •• 8,777.24 

Total $ 65,610.00 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) E. S. MORROW, 

Controller City of Pittsburgh. 
Pittsburgh, March 31, 1911. 



To The Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

In accordance with your instructions, we have made an audit of the cash 
receipts and disbursements of the Treasurer of the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association, relating to the General School Fund, for the period from January 
15, 1910 to January 14, 1911. The receipts and disbursements for the year 
may be summarized as follows: 

Balance at January 15, 1910 $ 734.45 

Receipts 7,192.20 

7,926.65 
Disbursements 6,774.01 

Balance at January 14, 1911 $1,152.64 

We verified the total cash receipts shown by the books with the deposits 
shown by the bank pass books; and also the total disbursements with the with- 
drawals shown by the pass books, and we obtained a certificate from the Com- 
monwealth Trust Company verifying the balance in their hands at January 
14, 1911. We also verified the cash on hand, the amount being deposited 
on the day following the close of the period under review. 

The Tooting of the various books were checked by us, and satisfactory 
vouchers were produced to us for all disbursements. 

We did not examine the records relating to the funds controlled by the 
City Treasurer. 

All the information we required was readily obtained, and we wish to 
record our appreciation of the courtesies extended to us during our examina- 
tion. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) MARWICK. MITCHELL & CO.. 

Chartered Accountants. 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Your Corresponding Secretary has very little to write during 
the year except to say "you have been unanimously elected a 
member of the Pittsburgh Playground Association" or "thank 
you for your kind donation" or "services rendered." It may, 
however, be of interest to you to know how many times these 
words ha\e been written and the nature of the donations rnade 
and the kind of services rendered. During the year 1910 twenty- 
one notices of membership have been sent out. Letters of 
thanks for services rendered have been sent to the following: 
the New Era Club, Twentieth Century Club, Epoch Club, 
Civic Club of Allegheny County, West End Board of Trade, 
Lawrenceville Board of Trade, Chamber of Commerce, "Gazette 
Times," "Sun," "Chronicle Telegraph," "Dispatch," "Post," 
and "Leader" for their assistance during the Playground's 
struggle against being turned over to the care of the City: to 
the Marwick-Mitchell Company for services in auditing the 
books of the Association, for which no remuneration would be 
accepted; to Miss Egbert, Miss Connell, Miss Evans and Miss 
Caufield for their untiring efforts in preparing the children of the 
playgrounds for the exhibition given at Exposition Hall last 
May, and to Mr. James Stephen Martin, whose devotion and 
enthusiasm during many hours of his valuable time, made 
this concert a possibility. 

Letters of thanks for donations have been many and varied, 
as follows: To Mrs. Clarence Coffman and Miss Grace Pagan 
for toys for the playrooms: to the D. A. R. for flags to be unfurled 
at the playgrounds: to Miss May Allen for a donation of $5.00; 
to Mrs. C. E. Cosolowsky and committee from the Crafton 
Woman's Club for bean bags and dressed dolls: to Mrs. George 
Hubbard for bean bags: Mrs. T. M. Harton thirty-five pounds 
of candy: Renshaw & Company, sixty-five paper candy boxes for 
the Xmas parties: to Doubleday. Hill & Company for loan of 
lights for the Xmas trees: H. J. Heinz & Company for baked 
beans for the boys party at Ormsby Park: J. R. Weldin & Com- 
pany, forty-five drawing pencils: Joseph Home & Company, 
two hundred paper napkins: to the Singer Sewing Machine 
Company for the loan of four sewing machines to be used at the 
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Social Centers at the Thaddeus Stevens and the Minersville 
Schools; to Mrs. Joseph Moore for clean curtains for the office 
rooms: to Mrs. Henry Stark and friends for donations of wall 
paper sample books; the Arbuthnot-Stephenson Company for 
dry goods samples, and to the Armstrong Cork Company for 
corks. These last three donations may seem very foreign to 
playground work, but they really furnish hours of unbounded 
pleasure to the pathetic little waifs who have at home no books, 
dolls nor toys, and who find in the play ground kindergarten their 
earthly Paradise. 

During the summer your Corresponding Secretary shirked 
her duty to a sad degree and cannot report on the correspondence 
incident to our flower days, but, as the general public and many 
florists are always more than generous on these occasions, I am 
sure the Flower Committee had many pleasant letters of thanks 
to write. 

A Corresponding Secretary's report must necessarily be 
more or less of a personal nature, but, if, by listening to this 
report our good friends have gotten any new ideas of what they 
might do to help the Pittsburgh Playground Association, even 
in a small way, I shall feel the time has been well spent and thank 
you for your attention. ^j^.^.,^ ^ CLIFFORD. 

Corresponding Secretary. 



REPORT OF THE PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUND 
INSTITUTE. 

The chief purpose of our Institute, held at the Washington 
Park Field House during the Christmas vacation, was to give 
an opportunity to the friends of the Playground Association 
to meet with our Superintendent and teachers and become more 
familiar with the scope of our work. 

Besides the instructive and interesting reports given by our 
Superintendent and Supervisors, we had the pleasure of hearing 
Dr. David Blaustein of the New York School of Philanthropy; 
Mr. Howard Bradstreet, Supervisor of Recreation of New York 
City, Mr. E. B. DeCroot, General Director of Field Houses 
and Playgrounds of Chicago, and Judge William H. Staake of 
Philadelphia, who visited some of our playgrounds and was very 
favorably impressed by the entertainment given in his honor 
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by the children at Lawrence Park. But the real treat in store 
for the lovers of childhood was the exhibition of the work of 
the children and their games and plays. The evident spirit 
of joy and eagerness with which they responded to their leaders 
communicated itself to their elders, and the audience enthu- 
siastically accepted an invitation to join in the games, so that 
we had for a while a Play Festival in which all ages took part. 

The dramatic talent of the children was also demonstrated 
-by a little play called 'The Lost Prince," which the girls inter- 
preted in a charming manner, some of them giving evidence of 
great taste and art. 

The tableau formed by the various groups in the gymnasium 
on Thursday morning will long remain in the minds of the spec- 
tators, who, on that occasion, occupied the stage. The boys, 
who were to enter into a contest later, were separated into two 
camps, and, while watching with some interest the graceful 
games and dances of the girls, gave unmistakable signs of their 
intense desire to get to work. When their turn came and the 
two ball teams faced each other we had a lively skirmish indeed. 
The ball flew back and forth so rapidly that the audience fully 
shared in the excitement of the players and the large gymnasium 
was alive with enthusiasm. There is no doubt that, while the 
drills and regular gymnastic exercises have a value of their own. 
it is in the rivalry of the real game that the manly qualities of 
the boy are given their best development, and we cannot overrate 
the good effects of the excellent training of the boys under 
capable leaders. 

It may be said in conclusion, that our first Institute reflects 

great predit on the several corps of instructors at the different 

playgrounds, and on their Superintendent and Supervisors. If 

weather conditions had been more fortunate, the general public 

would have turned out day by day in greater force to witness 

the performance of the successive programs. However, many 

persons specially interested in the work came to observe and to 

learn, and carry back to their home cities the conviction that 

the Pittsburg playground system, so far as developed, is a 

good model for many other communities that are ambitious to 

excel in promoting the welfare of the children. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EUPHEMIA L. MACRUM, ^. . 

Chairman. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 



FLOWER COMMITTEES. 

Chairman Central Connmittee, Mrs. George Kramer. 

Mt. Washington School Miss Helen St- Peter 

u , , \ Mrs. Warren Elsey 

Hazelwood - Miss Mazie Vandergrift 

O'Hara School Mrs. Geo. Hubbard 

Minersville School Miss Helen Rauh 

Ormsby Park Mrs. Charles Wetzel 

South Side Park Mrs. Samuel S. Miller 

Denny Park Mrs. George Oliver 

Junction Hollow Mrs. H. D. Stark 

Arsenal Park Mrs. W^ E. Hamnett 

Thaddeus Stevens Mrs. C. E. Cosolosky 

Assisted during the summer by Mrs. J. H. Armstrong. Mrs. 
C. H. Armstrong, Mrs. Robert Anderson, Mrs. Ayres, Miss 
Margaret Anderson, Miss Bamford, Mrs. Arthur Burgoyne. 
Miss Anne Burgoyne, Mrs. H. V. Barteaux, Mrs. M. M. Baetz. 
Mrs. Baird, Mrs. T. J. Bray, Miss Emma Bell. Miss Chapman, 
Mrs. William Carothers, Mrs. Geo. Cully, Mrs. Collingwood, 
Mrs. Cowley. Mrs. T. Clark. Mrs. Guy Campbell, Mrs. Chas, 
Daub. Miss Duvall, Mrs. Eakins, Mrs. Ellis, Mrs. A. G. H. Frazier 
Mrs. N. K. Falsbury, Mrs. Freeze, Mrs. Gehard, Miss Gerdes, 
Miss Gray, Miss Graham, Mrs. Graham, Wrs. Will Guy, Mrs. 
J. H. Hillman, Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Hutchison, Mrs. Hill, Miss 
Hamnett, Mrs. Higby, Mrs. Hanna, Mrs. Hague, Miss Hague, 
Miss Janet Hill, Mrs. John A. Konle, Mrs. G. W. Knotts, Mrs, 
King. Mrs. W. H. Kellar, Mrs. J. A. J. Libbey, xMrs. P. M. Lin- 
coln, Mrs. Ralph Lawrence, Miss Helen Liggett, Mrs. Lenzner, 
Mrs. Sophia Miller, Mrs. William Macrum, Mrs. Frank Myler, 
Miss Marsh, Mrs. Muirhead, Miss Jane Maxwell, Mrs. Sherman 
Massingham, Mrs. J. L. McCartney, Miss Alice McFarland, 
Mrs. M. C. McLenahan, Mrs. H. C. McGaw, Mrs. George Mac- 
Pherson, Miss McCandless, Mrs. William McKinely, Mrs. 
William McKenna, Mrs. Mclntyre, Miss Dorothy Noble. Miss 
Oliver, Mrs. Peloubet, Mrs. Philip Poole, Mrs, Parke, Mrs. W. 
H. Ritchie, Mrs. J. O. Reed, Mrs. M. O. Roberts, Mrs. S. N. 
Riley, Mrs. H. W. Rowley, Mrs. Richey, Miss Annie Roberts, 
Miss Reineman, Mrs. Rough, Mrs. Louise Roth, Mrs. Robb, 
Miss Robb, Mrs. Ruan, Mrs. Rosie, Mrs. Annie Shaffer, Mrs. 
Stout, Miss Supplee, Mr. Ogden Sharpnack, Mrs. H. L. Smith, 
Mrs. Scott. Mrs. Vandergrift. Miss Emma Weisbrod, Mrs. C. 
S. Wahn, Miss Louise Whitby, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Waddell and 
Mrs. J. G. Williams. 
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FLOWER CONTRIBUTORS. 

Mrs. C. D. Armstrong, Miss Allison, Mrs. J. R. Bach, 
Mr. George W. Burke, from Schenley Park Conservatory, Mrs. 
Bishop, Miss Biggert, Mr. Blind, Mrs. T. J. Bray, Mr. and James 
Burke, H. L. Blind & Bro., Mrs. Birch, Mrs. Burns, Mrs. D. P. 
Black, Mrs. E. P. Botsford, Miss Blind, Mrs. Harvey Childs, 
Miss Caulfield and friends from Enon Valley, Mrs. Richard 
Campbell, Mrs. D. M. Clemson, Mrs. Stanton R. Costley, Mrs. 
Hamilton, Miss Cunningham, Mrs. William Carothers, Mr. Clark, 
Mrs. Crax, Mrs. Creighton, Mrs. Clark, Chartiers Juniors of 
Canonsburg, Mr. J. H. Cheyne, Miss Marie Dermitt, Mrs. Davies 
Mrs. DeSeo, Mr. J. A. Davies, Miss Jesse Davies, Miss Olive 
Estep, Mrs. Elliott, Mrs. Geo. M. Eaton, Mr. Frazier, Harold 
and Hilda Faunce, Mr. H. C. Frick, Miss Florence Foster, Miss 
Cora Fisher, Mrs. P. Flannery, Miss Henrietta Fisher, Miss 
Esther Gaw, Mary and Margaret Griffin, Miss Getty, Mrs. T. 
J. Gray, Mrs. Charles Hutchison, Mr. H. J. Heinz, Mr. W. A. 
Hoeveler, Mrs. Hoeveler, Miss Hoeveler, Mrs. Hewitt, Mre. 
Harkness, Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. M. E. Hill, Mrs. John Hill, 
Miss Jamison, Junior Endeavor Society of Reformed Presby- 
terian Church of Parnassus, Mrs. Johnson, Miss Emma Maxwell, 
Mrs. Robert Marshall, Mrs. C. E. Moore, Mrs. Miller, Mr. 
McNinis, Mrs. A. McKeon, Mrs. McCaskey, Mrs. McNary, 
Mrs. McCloskey, Mrs. J. C. McDonald, Miss Esther McGaw, 
Mrs. McBride, Miss Dorothy Noble, Mrs. Natcher, Oakwood 
Farm, Pittsburgh Cut Flower Company (Mr. Clark), Pennsyl- 
vania College for Women, Mrs. Alexander Peacock, Mrs. Phil- 
lips, Mary Martha Pickering, Miss Porter, Mrs. Stewart Poole, 
Queen Esther Circle of Oakmont, Randolph & McClements, 
Mrs. M. O. Roberts, Mrs. Rex, Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Schwartz, A. 
W. Smith & Co., Miss Lizzie Smith, Mrs. Spelker, Mrs. John 
F. Steele, Miss Mary Shuster, Mrs. Harry Sayers, Cecil and Mary 
Steel, Miss Nell Skinner, Mrs. Scott, Miss Steeb, Mr. D. R. 
Sullivan, Mr. Sickeman, Mrs. H. Twitmeyer, Mrs. J. A. Thomp- 
son, Mrs. Tibbey, Mrs. Thorn, Mrs. E. H. Utley, Mrs. Charles 
Vaughn, Mrs. Van Orsdell, Miss Alice Van Orsdell, Mrs. Elwood 
Wright, Mrs. E. A. Williams, Mrs. Laura Wilson, Mrs. Wetzel, 
Woman's Club of McDonald, Mrs. Dexter Wilson, Mrs. White, 
Mrs. John Yergin, The Zieger Company, and residents of Ross- 
lyn Farms. 

There were 21,156 bunches of flowers reported to Central 
Committee. Many were not reported in number of bunches 
but in baskets, etc. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

To the Executive Board of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association : 
Ladies 

During the past year. The Pittsburgh Playground Associa- 
tion has conducted four types of play centers: the small 
playground, the vacation school, the social center and the recrea- 
tion park. The small playground is maintained only in seasons 
of mild weather, the vacation school, during the summer vaca- 
tion, the social center, during the winter, and the recreation 
park, which is really a composite of the other three types, all 
the year. 

During the summer just past, the Association maintained 
ten small playgrounds, namely: Adams Market, between Thir- 
teenth and Fourteenth Streets and Penn and Liberty Avenues; 
Denny Park, Thirty-sixth and Liberty Streets; Junction Hollow 
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, near Schenley Park; Jones 
& Laughlin. in Hazel wood; Lewis, in Hazelwood; National Tube, 
below the Twenty-second Street bridge; Forbes, at the Forbes 
School ; Soho, on Soho dump; Sylvan. Sylvan Avenue, and Tecum- 
seh at Tecumseh and Lytle Streets. They were designed mainly 
for children under ten years of age and were equipped in general, 
with a small shelter house or tent, teeters, swings, sand boxes 
and toys. They were supervised by from one to three play-leaders 
according to the number of children attending. When a con- 
siderable number of boys from ten to twelve years of age were 
in attendance sometimes a man play leader was employed for 
a part of the day. The activities of the small playground are 
mainly play in the sand, with blocks and toys, teetering, swing- 
ing, story telling, singing, simple construction, imitative and 
dramatic play and the various games of children. The small 
playgrounds are open as a rule morning and afternoon. The 
total attendance for the summer at small playgrounds was 32, 1 59. 

There were six vacation schools maintained as follows: 
Thaddeus Stevens, Main and Mill Streets, West End; Mt. 
Washington, Prospect Street; Ralston, Fifteenth Street and 
Penn Avenue; O'Hara, Twenty-fifth and Smallman Streets: 
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Minersville Number Four. Rose and Charles Streets, and Green- 
field, Greenfield Avenue. The vacation school utilizes some 
public school building and school yard. It includes in general 
the work of the small playgrouhd and also other activities for 
children from nine or ten to fourteen or fifteen, such as wood- 
work, basketry, sewing, cooking, drawing, nature study or gar- 
dening, dramatics, singing, physical training, folk dances and 
active games. These centers are open in the morning only. 
The corps of play leaders consists of from about eight to about 
twelve persons. The total attendance for the summer at the 
vacation schools was 30,196. 

The social center also utilizes a public school plant. There 
have been three of these centers conducted, namely, at the Soho 
School, Fifth Avenue; the Thaddeus Stevens School, Main and 
Mill Streets, and the Minersville School, Rose and Charles 
Streets. The two latter are now open in the evening from 7.30 
to 9.30 o'clock and admit women and girls over fourteen years 
of age, and men and boys over fourteen years of age. Two 
evenings are given to the work with men and boys and two 
evenings to the work with women and girls. The fifth evening 
is given up to some entertainment for the general public, such 
as concerts, lectures, dramatics, picture shows or social gather- 
ings. The activities of the social center include physical train- 
ing, folk dances, games, plain sewing, sometimes embroidery or 
other fancy work, woodwork, reading, dramatics and quiet 
games. At the social center there are from four to six leaders 
employed each evening. The attendance at the social centers 
has been 10,012 since the beginning of the work. 

The recreation parks are the large playgrounds which are 
provided with permanent buildings. The best equipped of 
these centers include all the opportunities and activities found 
in the small playground, vacation school, and social center com- 
bined and others besides. They are provided with athletic 
fields suitable for base ball, foot ball, outdoor and indoor gym- 
nasiums, class and assembly rooms, reading and library rooms, 
and in some cases with wading pool, swirriming pool and shower 
baths. Five of these centers have been maintained throughout 
the year, namely. Arsenal Park, Thirty-ninth Street and Penn 
Avenue; Ormsby Park, South Twenty-second and Sidney Streets; 
Lawrence Park, Forty-sixth and Butler Streets; South Side Park, 
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Ninth and Carson Streets, and Washington Park, Bedford 
Avenue. The number of play leaders varies from one to three 
at the smaller parks to about five to eight in the larger parks 
in a single session. The total attendance for the year at these 
parks was 843,722. 

I wish it were possible and safe for us to take a trip in an 
aeroplane over the city of Pittsburgh and look down upon the 
field of op>eration of the Pittsburgh Playground Association. If 
ever air-ships become commonly used as a means of transporta- 
tion I feel sure that a great civic advance will follow. You who 
recall the revelation experienced in your first view from the top 
of a mountain know what 1 mean. One surely would experience 
a new conception of our city if he could view from an air-ship, 
almost in a glance, its form and interpret its life and its spirit. 
If he could see the great arteries, the streets, pulsating with the 
rushing streams of humanity, the flaming mills, the beauty 
spots, the unlovely places, the alleys, the back yards, the coming 
and going at the church, the school, the store, the mill, the saloon 
and the children in a hundred streets and alleys and vacant lots 
and playgrounds — if one could see all these almost in a moment's 
time and their relation to each other and to the whole, would 
he not have a new conception of the lights and the shadows, the 
rights and the wrongs, the good and the evil of his city, and be 
stirred by a better knowledge, a broader sympathy, and a great 
devotion^ So I wish we might, in imagination, at least, look 
down on the field where the Playground Association has placed 
her recreation centers and see their relation to the form and to 
the work and life and spirit of the city. 

Viewing that portion of the city included between the two 
rivers and letting the eye follow along the southern bank of the 
Allegheny and its environs, we find a long stretch from the Point 
to Arsenal Park at Thirty-ninth Street without a playground 
except the tiny spot at Adams Market and that is now dismantled. 
At Forty-sixth and Butler, however, is the splendidly equipped 
Lawrence Park. Nearer the center of the peninsula, beginning 
again at the Point, we note the location of the really exceptional 
equipment of Washington Park. Looking eastward through 
Soho, East Liberty, Negley Run, Homewood we find no other 
recreation park except the small spot on Soho Dump which is 
utilized for a small playground through the summer vacation. 
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Turning now toward the south we find at Ninth and Carson 
Streets and at Twenty-second and Carson Streets two very 
good, but the only permanent playgrounds of the South Side. 
If these, however, represented all the play centers conducted by 
the Association, they would seem meager indeed, but many of 
the neglected spots are helped out by the temporary work done 
in the social centers, vacation schools and small playgrounds. 
The Penn Avenue district was enriched last summer by two 
vacation schools, one at the Ralston School and the other at the 
OHara School. The central portion of the peninsula has now 
the social center at the Minersville School, while during the 
summer there were the playgrounds at Forbes School, Soho 
Dump, Denny, Holmes Garden and Junction Hollow. Nearer 
the southern edge of the peninsula was the National Tube Com- 
pany playground, equipped by the National Tube Company 
and supervised by Association play leaders, and further east 
were the Greenfield vacation school, the Sylvan Avenue play- 
ground, the Lewis playground and gardens, the Tecumseh, and 
Jones & Laughlin playgrounds. Across the river, on Mt. 
Washington, were the Mt. Washington vacation schools and the 
\lt. Washington gardens, and in the West End now there is the 
Thaddeus Stevens social center and last summer the Thaddeus 
Stevens vacation school and the West End gardens. 

Let us imagine that it is summer. We are looking 
down from our lofty height upon the city on a clear hot July 
morning. The doors of the hundred odd school buildings are 
closed to the forty-five odd thousands of children. Their occu- 
pations are gone or completely changed. In short, they have 
lost their jobs. Forty-five thousand little men and women out 
of work. How are they spending their time? Some have left 
the city for their vacation, but the vast majority are still some- 
where beneath our eye. In the long stretches of streets and 
sections without playgrounds or vacation schools, what are the 
children doing? There is a group of boys now in that crowded 
space, playing ball. It is a game under difficulties. Suddenly 
there is a rush, a shout of derision, and the crowd disappears, as 
a blue uniform comes into sight. Perhaps the policeman would 
not have stopped the game, but the boys are doubtful, and any- 
way isn't there more fun in escaping, in imagination or in reality, 
the arm of the law, than in playing the kind of ball that is pos- 
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'sible in such a place? Eyes are watching and, as the uniform 
disappears, there is a gathering, as of mice when the cat's away, 
and the game of ball (or is it a game of outlawry?) begins again. 
And what is that quiet crowd doing over there in a sheltered 
nook in the alley? And that other one like it, and still another 
one too. There seem to be plenty of such. Certainly it is a 
quiet game. It appears very interesting to the boys. How 
orderly they are! Yes, it is craps. Suddenly they stop and 
stand with indifferent, conversational air, with hands in pockets. 
Somebody is passing. There are other children, here, there, 
everywhere. Some seem to be playing: we cannot tell just what. 
There does not seem to be much aim or method or interest in 
what they are doing. Babies toddle on the curb or in the street 
and gentle little mothers follow to snatch the tiny ones from 
under the feet of a horse or from other danger. Many of the 
children seem to be doing nothing in particular. They are 
sitting on the steps, just sitting, sitting, sitting, as if children 
could develop and grow and become men and women just by 
sitting, sitting, sitting. 

But there are more pleasant sights than these and we draw 
nearer a playground for a more studied view. Here are children, 
indeed. What are they doing? Some are wading. What's the 
good of that? We haven't time to stop and explain. It is great 
fun, anyway. Some of them are playing in the sand. What's 
the good — oh, I see, they are really making something. It 
looks for all the world like a little park. Yes, it is a child's 
Garden of Eden, and if we could wait long enough we might see 
a wonderful story told in the sand and with the blocks, and sticks 
and stones and grass which the children have collected and the 
paper animals and men they have made. There is a game of 
tag, there a singing game, there a group of children playing 
house, there a group of girls dancing. Some are making rag 
dolls, and very beautiful dolls for rag dolls they are, too. Boys 
are climbing, swinging, jumping, racing, playing ball — and that 
shouting, calling, screaming — something is happening. Yes, 
something is happening. A group of girls have just gone into 
the swimming pool. That is the call of children in the water. 
Nowhere else in nature can you hear that cry, and once heard 
it is always remembered. It is a cry of mingled excitement, 
terror and joy. If we wait until the boys go in we should hear 
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a somewhat different cry. A call that takes us men back to 
the old swimming hole of our young boyhood; a call we have 
heard nowhere else but have not forgotten. Through the open 
door we catch a glimpse of girls at cooking, although the savory 
odors do not reach to this height: and of boys at woodwork or 
basket making. And there is much more still to be seen, but 
high noon and the excessive taxi rates for our air-ship call us to 
earth again. 

The bare mention of these miscellaneous activities does 
not give any adequate idea of the careful and studied organiza- 
tion which is necessary to make them count for the greatest pos- 
sible good to the children and to the community. In the reports 
of the several supervisors and special teachers which are appended, 
the organization and special import of each will be made clear. 

It remains for me to speak rather briefly of that part of the 
>\ork which is confined to the winter centers, namely, the work 
with adolescent boys and girls and older people. The great 
majority of those attending our winter evening centers are be- 
tween fourteen and eighteen years of age. If it is desirable to 
gather the children off the streets during the day, it is just as 
desirable to attract boys and girls in their teens away from the 
streets at night. 

There are now in session six centers, four parks and two 
social centers, where this is done. Aside from the opportunities 
offered for manual training, physical training, dancing, sewing, 
cooking, art, singing, dramatics, there are various athletic, 
civic, library and social clubs and basket ball teams. Wednesday 
or Saturday evenings are frequently devoted to socials which 
are attended by both boys and girls who are enrolled at the cen- 
ters. The Association provides also a club home for four "Work- 
ing Girls' Clubs," which meet weekly. 

One of the interesting developments of the year has been 
the increased interest of adult men and women. At Lawrence 
Park is a flourishing mothers' club, and at the Minersville Social 
Center thirty-five married women have enrolled. Some inci- 
dents regarding these are interesting. At first, none of these 
women cared for the cooking — "housework," they called it. 
They had "enough of that at home." But once coming in touch 
with the cooking there was no keeping them out. As one of 
them said, "Now I want to cook all the time." One mother 
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leaves her husband to care for the children while she comes to the 
center. Leaving the children, one evening, he came and peeped 
in thro' the windows. (The modernwoman is turning the tab- 
les even to the extent of curiosity.) Evidently what he saw 
and what he was experiencing at home because of it, interes- 
ted him for the next night he came back to the windows bring- 
ing three other men with him, who went and got their wives 
and had them enroll. "'I never cooked these dishes before," 
IS a common statement made, after a lesson, as in the making 
of soup, or the cooking of rice and apple. "I try everything 
I cook here at home." **My man wants me to come every 
night so I will learn a new dish." 

There is fun in the playroom, too, for these older women. 
A woman of seventy-six, looking on. caught the contagion of the 
sport and exclaimed to the leader, "If you will be my partner, 
1 will dance, too." A mother of ten children said, "This is the 
first time I've left my pots and pans this winter." 

"I have been acquainted with some of these women for 
several years," said the principal of the school, "but 1 have just 
gotten to really know them since they have been coming to 
the Center. Some of the mothers I never would have met at all, 
if it had not been for the Center." 

Very respectfullv submitted, 

d E. JOHNSON, 

Superintendent. 




STREET PLAYGROUND AT FRANKLIN SCHOOL. 
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SUPERVISORS' REPORTS. 
Playgrounds and Playrooms for Small Children. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

From January to July, 1910, two types of playrooms were 
maintained, a nursery playroom for children under four years of 
age and two playrooms for children from four to eight years of 
age. The nursery playroom was open at Washington Park from 
nine to twelve A. M. with a matron and kindergartner in charge. 
The plan for the first period was to play with dolls, toys, sand, 
blocks, etc; the second period to have some common experience 
for the entire group, such as caring for pets, nurturing plants, 
flowers, telling nursery rhymes or stories, singing simple songs 
and playing games. The playroom for children from four to 
eight years old was held in the afternoon at Washington Park, 
but in the morning at Lawrence Park, because there was no 
kindergarten in the neighborhood; one teacher was in charge of 
each room and attendance was limited to thirty-five. Here the 
program was one of free play in groups, with a short period de- 
voted to developing some common experience through stories, 
pictures, songs and organized games. 

The plan for indoor playrooms was changed somewhat from 
October, 1910 to January, 1911. It seemed unwise to conduct 
the nursery playroom without the assistance of a trained nurse, 
and so the session for children under three years was closed 
until a nurse could be engaged. 

The afternoon sessions were planned to meet the needs of 
children from three to twelve years of age. A session from one 
to three was held in Washington and Lawrence Parks for children 
under seven; a second session from three-thirty to five was given 
over to boys and girls from seven to twelve years old. This 
second session was not attended regularly by the same children. 
School children dropped in when they pleased and enjoyed 
table-games, dramatic plays, and competitive games of running, 
throwing and jumping. At four-fifteen toys were laid aside 
and the remaining time devoted to stories and organized games; 
sometimes boys and girls playing separately, sometimes together. 
The attendance was so large at this second play period that 
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assistants uere engaged and boys and girls separately organized 
in order to provide for dififerent needs. A third indoor playroom 
was organized in November. 1910. An experiment of playing 
on a street in a congested part of the city had proved so success- 
ful that it uas continued in the large basement room of the 
Franklin School The attendance was so large that the playroom 
uas open three days to children under seven and two days tjo 
children under ten. one hour to boys and one to girls each day. 




The sessions of the indoor playrooms at Washington and 
Lawrence were transferred to outdoors during June. Adams 
Market playground was also open during June. The summer 
session began July 6th and closed August 10th. Ten play- 
grounds for small children were opened; five others in connection 
with recreation parks: six in the vacation schools and four small 
playgrounds in vacant lots. In the playgrounds connected with 
recreation parks or schools, the children were usually under eight 
years of age. although the afternoon session usually drew older 
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ones as well. The small playground on a vacant lot presented 
many problems as it was hard to keep out older children. Often 
a basketry teacher was provided for older girls, or a physical 
training director secured to meet the boys on certain days. Two 
teachers were in charge of each playground for small children. 
Usually the children were divided into three groups according to 
ages and each morning into three periods of less than an hour 
each. Each of the groups of children had three play periods. 




one for songs, games and stones, one lur cunstruciive play with 
materials and one in which to roam freely about. In the con- 
structive play period the children built houses, forts, engines, 
etc., from blocks and boards of odd sizes or made kites, pin 
wheels, boats, toy machinery, doll furniture out of cardboard 
boxes, rag paper, milk bottle tops, collar buttons and other mis- 
cellaneous material. In the free period they enjoyed the slide, 
swings, wading pool, played house or store or similar spontaneous 
plays. The period for songs and games was a period in which the 
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various group interests were carefully developed by means of 
songs, stories and organized games. A part of this period was 
given to gardening, caring for pets and taking excursions to 
points of interest near by. 

During the Institute preceding the opening of the summer 
session a study of play and games for small children was made. 
An effort was made to help teachers to interpret spontaneous 
plays and to develop games out of these. Each teacher was urged 
to take notes on interesting plays and games constructed by the 
children. One teacher wrote of an interesting series of free 
dramatic plays which began with a house play. Soon the boys 
built a store nearby and delivered groceries, selling mud pies, 
sand for flour, dairies for sugar, grass for vegetables. Later a 
bank was incorporated and each family given a bank book and 
a certain amount of money. Telephones were installed, schools 
were organized and family life with all its needs provided for. 
At the Play Festival held at Washington Park, August 10th, 
the best games constructed by the children were given. The 
series of rabbit games and the butterfly and grasshopper races 
were most dramatically played out as was a group of original 
Indian games. At the Christmas festival the children gave an 
original fairy dance which developed out of stories upon which 
the festival was built. Respectfully submitted, 

ALICE M. CORBIN, 
Supervisor of Playgrounds and Playrooms 
for Small Children. 
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Gardening and Nature Study. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

Playground Garden. — During the past summer five gar- 
dens were conducted in as many distinct districts of the city, 
of which the Ormsby Park Garden was the only one on play- 
ground land, and thus the only one that could be permanently 
beautified by the planting of perennials. The Holmes and 
Lewis Gardens on land owned by private individuals were con- 
ducted for the second season and two new gardens were opened, 
viz. the Trace Garden on Mount Washington and the small 
West End Garden. 

The gardening season opened in May and in each district 
the garden received the hearty approval of parents, school prin- 
cipals and teachers. As the work of the Playground Associa- 
tion is distinct from that of the schools, the little garden workers 
wxre not available until after school hours until the closing of the 
schools for the summer vacation, after which the garden classes 
were conducted in the morning. No attempt was made to 
correlate the garden work with school curricula, but the gardens 
were made first places of contented happiness of true play 
and yet the elementary principles of vegetable and flower gar- 
dening were so often introduced that all of the gardeners should 
now be able to conduct home gardens. In accord with the play- 
ground idea to do the most for those who need the most, it was 
decided to give plots to those children who would be unable 
to leave the city for a summer vacation. 

While differences in soil, size and topography of the gardens 
required different individual treatment, yet a general plan was 
followed in laying out and planting. All of the gardens were 
surrounded by flower borders and, in some cases, by vine 
covered fences. In the border were planted morning glory, 
moon vine, scarlet runner bean, balloon vine, gourds, sweet peas, 
cosmos, sun-flowers, larkspur, phlox, zinneas, stocks, scabiosa, 
salvia, poppies, nasturtiums, nicotiana, marigold, candytufts, 
mignonette, sweet alyssum and portulaca. The central spaces 
were divided into observation plots, kindergarden plots and in- 
dividual plots. The observation plots were planted to the less 
common vegetables and the kindergarten plots to a short row 
each of lettuce and radishes for each child. 
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The individual plots, six by twelve feet, seemed small but 
when it was considered that there uere four applicants for each 
of even these small plots, it seemed advisable to reach the many 
rather than give more extended training to the few. These 
individual plots were planted as shown in the accompanying 
diagram, and while the six inch rou space required careful super- 
vision at the time of cultivating, it was found that by starting 
the lettuce in cold frames and thinning carefully all of the crop>s 
could be brought to maturity. The radishes were harvested 
in a little more than a month, and the lettuce soon after, thus 
leaving the beans a one foot space. The beans were harvested 
from July seventh to fifteenth, and a second crop planted. The 
beets were thinned for greens and the main crop of beets and 
carrots left to come to full maturity. By picking the parsley 
leaves, a green edging was kept throughout the summer, 
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As previously noted the gardens are widely scattered over 
the city, and it is aimed eventually to reach every district with 
a combined garden and playground. It is hoped for each garden 
that it may be a center of garden knowledge, a bureau of plant 
exchange, an inspiration to the community and a place for the 
collaboration of practical, aesthetic and educational knowledge 
of children's and home gardens, which may in the end develop 
a strong and united system of gardens in this city. To this end 
as strong teachers as it was possible to obtain have been selected 
with the hope that each may be a powerful force in moulding the 
child and an influential factor in the community. 
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The Playground Greenhouse. — In our climate the garden 
season can at best extend only from April to October. Since 
his connection with the work, your supervisor has felt the need 
of cold frames for the spring work, and greenhouses and well 
lighted class rooms, where children could work throughout the 
winter, and where a more extended preparation for the garden 
season could be made. It is hoped that in these winter garden 
classes, children may be taught to grow and appreciate the 
common plants used in the decoration of house and yard, and 
that the children may take a deeper interest in the home 
through an interest in making the home beautiful. 

A beginning was made in this work last winter when two 
rooms in one of the playground buildings were used for plant 
laboratories and lessons were given in methods of planting, pot- 
ting and propagating house plants. The results were so grati- 
fying that a wooden building ( 78x 18) at Washington Park was 
remodelled, the even span wooden roof being removed from 48 
feet and replaced by a lean-to glass roof. The remaining section 
of the building was left as formerly, and is used as a potting shed 
and attendant's room. A bulb cellar has been excavated under 
a part of the building. 

Classes of children work every afternoon, planting and 
caring for bulbs (many of which are now in blossom), making 
cuttings and planting and studying seeds. A section of the house 
is devoted to pets and the children are eager to learn about them 
and especially about those which are the most valuable to keep 
in the city home. 

The gardens and greenhouse should open a new field of 
development and pleasure to the city dweller, and become as 
necessary to every urban community as is now the public library. 
With this in view mothers* classes will be organized and the teach- 
er in charge of the greenhouse will be active in aiding the people 
of his district in planning and planting gardens and window boxes. 

Nature Study. — Nature study classes were conducted in 
sections of the city where it is impossible to obtain land for 
gardens. In the six vacation schools and at two of the play 
grounds children studied house plants, life in aquaria and ter- 
raria,and best of all took trips to the fields and woods. A class 
from one of the* schools spent every forenoon out of doors 
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studying trees and insects and making collections. Another class 
at Arsenal Park, studied household insects in the forenoon and 
tramped for three afternoons a week in the Allegheny Ceme- 
tery, a part of which is still wild. 

Bulb Distribution. — The garden work as yet has reached 
only a small part of the children of this large city, and in order 
to reach many more, the schools have been asked for the past 
two falls to cooperate with us in the distribution of flowering 
bulbs. Much of the success of the work has been due to the 
enthusiasm of principals and teachers, and all have been gratified 
by the results, 45,600 bulbs being sold to school children at cost. 

Teachers' Training Class. — As noted in another report, 
this Association is cooperating with the University of Pittsburgh 
in the training of playground teachers. It has been particularly 
difficult to secure local teachers, or even when going outside of 
the city to obtain teachers who have had the proper social, 
practical and pedagogical training to meet the requirements 
necessary for one taking charge of the gardening for a district. 
It is, therefore, gratifying to the writer that six teachers, who 
have a deep interest in progressive education and the uplift of 
humanity, are enrolled in garden classes. 

Value of Gardens and Nature Study to a Congested 
Section of a City. — In this day and generation when there is 
so much talk about the "back to the farm" movement, it would 
seem entirely fx)ssible to justify city children's gardens on the 
ground of industrial training alone. It is undoubtedly true that 
the need of intensified agriculture to meet the supply of food 
stuffs demanded by our ever increasing population, has brought 
about the founding of agricultural high schools, and brought 
into prominence the agricultural courses in our state universities 
and colleges. The history of school gardens however, seems to 
indicate that the majority of the gardens have been founded 
not to teach the principles of agricultural production so much 
as to supply to city children a factor that hereditary develop- 
ment requires in the proper moulding of the individual. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. L. RANDALL, 
Supervisor of Gardening and Nature Study. 
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Dramatics. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

Dramatic clubs were conducted during the year of 1910 from 
January until June at Arsenal, Ormsby and Washington Parks. 
''The Arsenal Club began the New Year with a presentation of 
"The Sleeping Beauty," first at Arsenal and later at the social 
center in Soho School. Interest in the drama has always been 
great in this playground and during the spring months, boys and 
girls worked together upon "The White Cat" and 'The Heir of 
Mount Vernon." The rehearsals were attended by an audience 
numbering many times forty children, who seemed to enjoy the 
rehearsal as much as the final presentation, which was made 
memorable to the actors and audience by the fact that upon that 
occasion a real stage and curtain were used for the first time. 
Previously, the flat floor and screens borrowed in the neighbor- 
hood — often in a somewhat precarious state of repair — had 
been used. 

At Washington Park, the small afternoon girls presented 
''While Mortals Sleep," in which the tiny black fairies achieved 
a never-to-be-forgotten success. The dramatic work was then 
changed to the evening classes and by dint of extra night hours 
and Sunday afternoon rehearsals a long and rather difficult 
gypsy play, "Anita's Trial," was given before the close of the 
winter session. 

At Ormsby Park, both afternoon and night clubs were 
conducted. The former closed the session with "The Princess 
Marguerite's Choice" and the latter gave "Two Little Rebels" 
which was later repeated at Lawrence Park for the girls' club there. 

In the summer. Arsenal, Lawrence, Ormsby and Washington 
Parks had dramatic clubs, and through the volunteer assistance 
of Misses Jane Linderman and Helen Baglin, pantomime classes 
were conducted at Thaddeus Stevens and O'Hara. The cul- 
mination of the summer's work was in the continuous perform- 
ance of children's plays throughout the afternoon of the closing 
Festival at Washington Park. The plays were given in the gym- 
nasium, and the pantomimes and a plantation show, arranged 
entirely by the boys and girls of Washington Park, were given 
in tents on the grounds. 
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In the fall of 1910 the dramatic department was more 
definitely organized. A course in Playground Dramatics is 
given at the University, in which the theory is both taught and 
demonstrated. Each of the five winter centers has an after- 
noon and an evening club. A pleasant feature has been the 
exchange of courtesies, one club journeying across the city to 
perform for another. In this way, several of the plays have been 
given three or four times, to the delight of the actors and the 
pleasure of the audience, which thus sees more plays in a season 
than the local clubs could present. 

Through the cooperation of the other departments it has 
been possible to make the presentation of these plays more ade- 
quate, for the sewing and art teachers have assisted in planning 
and making the costumes; wherever possible, it is hoped to 
correlate the work so the sewing classes shall make the costumes 
they use in the plays. Not only costumes but such properties 
as fairy wings, paper flowers, hearts and even scenery have been 
made. The most complete and successful correlation of this 
year was in the Christmas Festivals given at Lawrence and 
Washington, which were planned by the music, dramatic and 
playroom departments, and presented with the generous help 
of the sewing, art and manual training departments. 

It is a pleasure to report the progress made in the last year. 
The performances are not perfect — they fall far, far short of 
that — but in their crudity they represent the vital activities of 
the small players and it is ever the aim of the department to 
develop from within a real individual response rather than a 
forced perfection which represents the ideal of the teacher 
"Self-expression" and the "play spirit" beam from the star to 
which our wagon is hitched. 

The aim of playground dramatics is to further the self- 
expression of the child — to take the dramatic instinct, so strong 
in every human being, and widen the mental horizon through 
its development, to open the prison doors which every-day, 
matter-of-fact life would close, and develop phases of the indi- 
vidual untouched by ordinary education. "To the end of 
time, the dramatic instinct should mount glorious on our broom- 
sticks and charge through our limitations of personality and back 
yard," says Mrs. Emma Sheridan Fry, Dramatic Director of 
the New York Children's Theater. Just so, the playground 
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dramatic work furnishes the child a magic steed and a glittering 
armor: with the one he may ride whithersoever he will — clad with 
this armor he is impervious to the fiery darts of unbelieving 
realism. Who shall have the right to say that squalor and tene- 
ment walls shall forever fix the mental and physical development 
of these little ones? The drama cries, "Nay, not so! Not only 
may you wander with princes and fairies and lords and ladies 
through the pages of a book, but you may be the thing you 
dream of!" 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDNA VAUGHAN FISHER, 

Special Teacher of Dramatics. 



Music. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

Not to make singers do we teach music, but rather to help 
the pupil to a larger life, to coordinate all his powers, to multiply 
his force by tying up through song his various faculties, develop 
entirety of personality. As in other departments, therefore, 
we often consider a poor musical result, a neighborhood triumph 
because of the interest awakened and effort expended, endeavor- 
ing year by year to raise the standard of performance. 

Each group having but a half hour period a week, our work 
is of necessity entirely choral with attention given to quality of 
tone, breathing and sincerity of interpretation, and we come 
together to sing first unison songs, which after real joy in singing 
has been awakened, make way for part songs in the older classes. 

We have four age groups; small boys from seven to fourteen; 
small girls of the same ages; older girls from fourteen on and older 
boys. These classes vary from twelve to eighty, according to 
the time of meeting and interest in the locality. At Ninth and 
Carson, for instance, music work with boys is almost impossible, 
while at Ormsby we have two large groups of older boys who 
come with excellent spirit and many of them for music alone. 
Here the Director arranged for a social time after the evening's 
work which we feel has proved most successful. 
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As various clubs are formed, vie interest them, if possible, 
in the music classes and get some of our best work from such 
groups. A class of forty-five older colored boys who meet each 
week are especially interested, while at the same park we have 
nice groups of Italian and Jewish girls. The older classes are. 
with one exception, elective, but after trying both plans for the 
younger classes, in most cases, we returned to our former policy. 

Gradually we have worked away from The Vacant Chair" 
and "Just Before the Battle. Mother" to "Tenting Tonight" 
"Anchored" and Schumann's "Two Grenadiers," songs, which 
the older boys are greatly enjoying. 

At holiday time, viorking with the Kindergarten, Dramatic 
and Physical Training Departments, we gave Christmas festi- 
vals at Lawrence and Washington and Christmas programs at 
South Side, Ormsby and Arsenal. We have now in preparation 
various programs to be given in the several centers early in 
March. 

The summer season is perhaps the most fascinating time 
of our work year, although the out-of-door singing at small play- 
grounds is very unsatisfactory, both to teacher and children, as 
these playgrounds are usually in noisy districts where the teach- 
ers' voice carries only to those children grouped very closely 
about her. A violin would be a great help in this out-of-door 
work. Another feature of the summer work is that done with 
the Kindergarten teachers, which consists in teaching the songs 
and exercises to be used during the session, and short talks on 
the child voice demonstrated by at least one lesson given to each 
Kindergartner's group. At the Parks and vacation schools 
we have large groups of bright eyed, pale faced children who sing 
with their whole hearts the most beautiful and attractive songs 
we can procure for them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SUSAN T. CANFIELD, 

Special teacher of Singing. 
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Manual Training ahd An. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

The Department of Manual Training vies \^ith that of 
physical training in the whole-souled interest of the boy and 
wherever there is a bench and a tool there is sure to be a boy not 
far away. Often >Ve are told to go back to our own boyhood in 
order to remember this or that boyish interest, but it wafe hardly 
needful to do this. If a man visitor comes into the i"oom full of 
active industrious boys, he, of his own accord does this and our 
chief difficulty is to find a place for him to become a boy again 
and "make something." 

Permanent shops at the three parks and at the playground 
at Ninth and Carson Streets were open many days a week with 
a teacher in charge during all the spring teriri and part of each 
week between terrrts. 

A shop was opened at the Thaddeus Stevens Social Center 
and proved to be a most popular one. The view of the uni- 
formed employes of the railroad or city, working with a will 
while expecting every moment the call boy's appearance, shows 
how firmly this work is embedded in our interests. 

The four parks and five schools of the Summer session gave 
a good opportunity for Manual Training, and I mUst speak 
of the exhibition. 

The pride of the boy in his work and his interest were very 
evident, and proud was he who carried home the blue ribbon 
affixed to his piece of work, awarded by a judging committee 
made up of all the department teachers. 

A new and larger room at Washington Park, new equipment 
at Arsenal Park, which opened for the first time this fall for the 
Winter session, the splendid room at Lawrence Park, a shop at 
Ninth Street and Ormsby Park, together with the two social Cen- 
ters at Minersville and Thaddeus Stevens schools gives employ- 
ment to two teachers all the time and three others d part of the 
time. 

The basketry taught during the summer, while under this 
department, was directed by Miss Alice Hdhry, Whose report 
follows: 

"The basketry work of the summer of 1910 was installed ih 
six (6) schools, namely, Washington Park, Second Avenue at 
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Thomas Institute, Greenfield Avenue, Lawrence Park, Miners- 
ville and South Side Park. The weaving of small rugs and ham- 
mocks of cotton carpet-warp and yarns was introduced this year 
in a small way with very good results. The important factors 
in the work of the season were first and foremost the thought of 
healthy, pleasant, and profitable employment; second, a knowl- 
edge of good form and design; third, a history of new materials; 
fourth, a strengthening of the muscles of the fingers; fifth, train- 
ing of the mind, eye and hand, and last but no means least, the 
obtaining of discipline through an industry that allows of moving 
about, and the use of a pleasant smile and word thus producing 
a social intercourse that is invaluable. 

The work was exhibited at Washington Park August 10th, 
1910. The results shown were of superior merit, considering 
the short time taken in their construction and showed the effici- 
ency of the teachers, who were faithful and energetic. It was 
through their efforts that we were able to have such a credit- 
able showing. Design and form were the points emphasized 
in the work this year, and it was encouraging to watch the en- 
thusiasm of both teachers and pupils in their desire to see the 
designs work out." 

During the spring months we have had classes in the various 
phases of industrial art at Lawrence Park, at Washington Park 
and at Ormsby Park. This work was divided into three major 
heads of Pictorial, Constructive Work and the study of Design. 
These three heads were subdivided into many other points of 
interest, such as color, decoration in the home and dress, person- 
al adornment and so on. With the little folks in the afternoon 
the Pictoral and Constructive elements give the greatest pleasure 
and readily hold the interest, while evening boys and girls prefer 
the more essential points in the design and construction of 
articles for home or personal adornment. Eight teachers were 
busily engaged in the Surnmer session, the work being more 
general and varying greatly with the location. 

Art was taught at Mt. Washington, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Minersville (Charles Street), O'Hara and Ralston Schools, as 
well as the three Parks. 

It is hard to state the number of people affected by this 
summer work; surely it was not confined to the pupils only. 
Many homes must have been brightened by the many beautiful 
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objects carried into them. At the end of the summer session 
an exhibition of work was held at Washington Park, and the 
parents came by the score, many coming from the farthest 
district. 

A survey of the steady throng of people passing through the 
two rooms devoted to this work gave many interesting facts 
about their interests and pleasures. 

The major portion of our boys and girls seek the store or fac- 
tory early, and at a time in the school curriculum when little atten- 
tion has been given to the broader outlook upon the arts, conse- 
quently these modes of expression must either be lost or gained in 
after years. With this in view, the Department of Art and the 
Department of Manual Training offer an opportunity for a start- 
ing point for this particular portion of educational activity through 
play. The desire of the boy to slide down the snow covered hill 
demands a means of conveyance. This need requires a care- 
ful thinking out of the best and fastest sled, the working out of 
this study on the paper and then in the materials, thus in the 
result a strong development is gained, a conservation of his na- 
tural powers and with all many hours of true enjoyment and hap- 
piness. Again, a gift becomes much more of a pleasure if it 
be the product of the brain and hand of the giver. Many hours 
of study and work are spent in the designing and executing of 
Christmas gifts. Many tired store girls came with delight and 
worked with a will that they might fashion a mirror of carved 
wood or a basket of reed and raffia. 

Our work is progressing, our needs are many, but we are 
content to do our best to meet the situation to the extent of our 
ability. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDWIN V. LAWRENCE, 
Supervisor of Manual Training and Art. 
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Domestic Art and Domestic Science. 

To the Superintendent of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association ; 

At a certain time in the life of almost every normal child 
comes an interest in the activities of the home, which in the case 
of girls usually manifests itself in playing house, playing with 
dolls, making doll clothes or mudpies. This interest if strength- 
ened and developed may lead to an efficient training in home 
making. Thus, the importance of the Department of Domestic 
Art and Science lies in the fact that it directly reaches the home 
life of the girls and should be instrumental in elevating their 
standards of living. It deals with the methods of cooking and 
sewing and every housewife must necessarily concern herself 
with these methods to some slight degree at least. 

It is, therefore, the aim of the department to utilize and 
direct the constructive interests of the child in such a way as will 
establish for her, the proper methods of procedure in either cook- 
ing or sewing. 

The child who comes to the playground for instruction is 
psychologically of a desirable mental attitude for she comes from 
choice and is not compelled to remain if she does not care to do 
so. It lies with the teacher, then, to select articles for con- 
struction which will interest the pupil and thus create a real joy 
in the doing of the task, whatever it may be. 

Last summer a "little mother" wandered into the hall of 
one of the vacation schools, seeking a cool, shady spot in which to 
rest her sleeping babe. A teacher asked her if she did not wish 
to join the sewing cl^ss. She shook her head, saying she must 
tend the baby brother. It was next suggested that she bring 
the baby into the class room and make some simple article for 
him. This touched a vital spot, and at once the child was eager 
to corne. She had no time to sew, but she did have time to make 
something for the baby. 

During the winter months the work in sewing is carried on 
at the following points: Lawrence, Washington, Ormsby, 
South Side and Arsenal, and several very interesting classes in 
sewing are conducted at Minersville and Thaddeus Stevens 
Social Centers. In the summer the various vacation schools 
are added to this number. 
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The course in sewing presented at the centers is quite differ- 
ent from that employed in most public schools. In place of the 
sampler method which requires a girl to spend hours placing 
stitches upon a very uninteresting piece of cloth, the articles 
made are chosen from those of special interest to the child accord- 
ing to her age and development. Such articles are selected as 
will gradually introduce the various stitches forming the founda- 
tion of more intricate sewing. 

The rag doll and its simple wardrobe have proved immensely 
popular among the younger girls. This is followed by the 
furnishings of the doll bed, comprising mattress, sheets, quilt, 
pillows and pillow slips. These articles serve to introduce all 
of the ordinary sewing stitches, and afford much practice in hem- 
ming, stitching, over-seaming and overcasting. Incidentally, a 
teacher can with profit introduce the proper care and airing of 
the bed and bedrooms, as well as giving other practical house- 
hold suggestions. 

For the older girls the work consists in the making of the 
cooking outfit, comprising apron, sleevelets and cap: more extens- 
ive work in the cutting and fitting of undergarments, ultimately- 
resulting in the making of a shirt waist suit. 

Informal discussions are introduced concerning the proper 
materials to use in the making of the various articles of wearing 
apparel as well as the care of the garments when finished and often 
practical suggestions as to laundering are carried home. Patch- 
ing and darning are. of course, introduced, and wherever pos- 
sible applied directly upon garments. Emphasis is placed upon 
personal cleanliness and the value of a neat appearance and aid 
is often given at once through this department. For example, 
at South Side Park, a teacher has obtained good results through 
tactful suggestions, where the girls have replaced missing buttons 
or hooks upon the dresses they were wearing during the lesson. 
Many ideas of the value of the work can be gained through intel- 
ligent visiting in the homes of the girls, for mothers repeatedly 
express their appreciation of the fact that there are adequate 
places for their children to learn to sew properly, adding, alas, too 
often, **I do not know how to do it myself," 

The instruction in cooking aims not so much to produce 
expert cooks as to introduce into the diet of the girls wholesome 
foods prepared in a palatable, digestible and attractive manner. 
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In all cases the foods are cooked simply and the food stuffs 
used are those easily procured from the corner grocer. Special 
stress is laid upon economical buying of food and many sugges- 
tions are made as to the substitution of cheaper foods for those 
higher in price. Instruction as to possible modifications of 
recipes to lower the expense has been given and talks as to the 
care of milk, meats and left over foods. 

The evening classes at the social centers are made up of 
older girls and women and very intelligent results are accom- 
plished there, for they are of an age to better appreciate the real 
significance of the instruction. Closely related to the social 
center work are the mothers' classes which have been organized 
at some of the parks and most enthusiastic work is carried on 
by these women. It is the desire of the department to greatly 
extend the work in this direction, for surely if the mother around 
whom all domestic life is centered becomes broader and more in- 
telligent, the life of each and every member of the family will 
be proportionately benefitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARGUERITE L. McLEAN, 
Supervisor of Domestic Science and Art. 




WINTER SPORTS OUT OF DOORS 
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Cost and attendance at Recreation Parks, Small Playgrrounds, Vacation 
Schools and Social Centers. 

Total Cost of Per 

Attend- Supplies and Capita 

Department. ance. teachers Cost. 

Art 1Q281 lb97.05 $0,088 

Auditorium, (lectures, concerts, dramatics. 

picture shows) 14448 12P0. 10 .089 

Bciskeirv b084 384. 12 .063 

Baths 29112 • 

Ctx)king 9911 2082.81 .21 

Clubs b51o ♦ 

Gardenins and nature studv 32733 3048.50 .093 

Libraries and reading rooms 45073 t 

Manual training 24922 3505.75 .1406 

Phvsical training; plavsand games 310448 7355.25 .0236 

Pla\ grounds and pla\ r(x)ms for small children. 106392 4554 . 88 . 0428 

Sewing 31738 2622.42 .0826 

S<x:ials 245t> ♦ 

Spectators 324363 ♦ 

Swimming pools 85378 2t)62.29 .031 

Total attendance as abo\e 1.048.885 

Total expenditure for maintenance of properties, repairs, insur- 
ance, light and heat. janit(^r s service. Administration Supervi- 
sion. Teachers salaries, supplies and all other expenses of 
operation $72,384.01 

Cost per Participant $0,069 

•Indeterminable. 

t.Main expen*^e of the department borne by Carnegie Library. 




READING RCX)M. LAWRENCE PARK. 
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WASHINGTON PARK. 
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LIBRARY WORK. 
In Co-operation with Carnegie Library. 

During 1910 library work has been carried on at Lawrence 
Park, Washington Park, and South Side Recreation Park, with 
the exception of the month of September when all playground 
libraries were closed. 

During the summer playground season, books were circu- 
lated at Adams Market, Denny Park, Junction Hollow, Moultrie 
Street, Second Avenue and Tecumseh Street playgrounds: also 
at the Greenfield, Mt. Washington, O'Hara and Ralston schools. 
Stories were told at these centers and at Arsenal Park, Lewis 
Lawn, Ormsby Park and the Thaddeus Stevens school. At 
some of these summer playgrounds, there were no buildings and 
our boxes of books were kept in a nearby blacksmith shop or 
store until the appointed days for distribution when the books 
were carried to a table in the open park. It was frequently 
with difficulty that we kept the table on all fours, so impatient 
were the children for the * 'Green fairy tale" or for the book which 
"Lizzie had last week." 

The story hours form a special feature of our work. In the 
winter centers the children come regularly at a stated time and 
stand in line, to be taken to the story hour room. The purpose 
of the stories is not merely to entertain, but to create in children 
wholesome and active imaginations, to cultivate their tastes 
for the best literature, and to give them finer and firmer ethical 
standards. The stories are selected from the best fairy tales, 
from the Greek, Roman and Norse mythology, and from such 
writers as Kippling, Ruskin, Chaucer, Spencer and Shakespeare. 
In the summer centers the story hours are less formal, and many 
stories are told on sand piles or at the side of a wading pool. 
Some of these are afterward dramatized and little black fairies 
skip about happily in the beautiful realm of flowers and sun- 
beams, which fortunately their imaginations at least can provide. 

At the end of the summer season, the children who have 
begun to enjoy their reading are taken to nearby branch libraries 
where they may continue to receive books; or, for the ones who 
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do not live near a public library local Home Library Groups and 
reading clubs are formed. 

Both in the winter and summer centers the children come 
from the poorest and most needy homes. One little girl said she 
was so glad they didn't live in Cotton Alley any more for "there 
be so much fighting there." Another little girl asked if we had 
ever been in jail yet and said her mother told her that most every- 
one got drunk sometimes. She also said her "Pap didn't beat 
her half so hard as Mary's Pap did her." We have also "gangs" 
of newsboys and various juvenile court children. Many of such 
boys and girls are at first too timid to join the playground classes, 
but venture into the reading room and are happy to borrow 
books which they are allowed to take home. Later they become 
interested in the classes which they see other children attending 
and enjoying. The directors of both Washington and Lawrence 
Parks have noted the difference between the children who come 
to the reading room and those enrolled in the regular classes. 
While the playground libraries thus bring in from among the 
younger children a few new recruits to the classes, the playground 
classes in turn bring to the reading rooms many of the older boys 
and girls who have not previously formed a reading habit. 
Those who come to the swimming pools and gymnasium classes 
find it convenient to wait in the library and read until their 
assigned hour. The boys who have become interested in their 
carpentry and other mechanical courses, also come to the read- 
ing rooms for such books as "What a boy can make and do." 
The girls, too, come for cook books and magazines on needle- 
work and art. Special books on design are provided for the older 
colored boys who form a class in art metal work. Not only the 
technical books are much in use, but fiction as well. A boy will 
come running in after school, drop his strap of school books on 
the table, draw a long breath and say "Out of misery! teacher, 
give me a good book about Indians." Or an older working girl 
will ask for "a sweet love story, one where they get married at 
the end." • 

. We find unlimited possibilities for arousing children's inter- 
est in new subjects by means of picture bulletins. They will 
read stories of chivalry, or the novels of Dickens and Scott, if 
we make attractive lists of such books merely as a suggestion. 
A special edition of Cooper's "Leatherstocking Tales" is at present 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 

being circulated at Lawrence Park by means of an Indian poster. 
When a new fairy tale frieze is placed in the room, the children 
ask repeatedly for the stories relating to the pictures, and their 
requests are renewed daily until the books desired are at hand. 

No fines are charged in our playground libraries. When 
children fail to return their books after two weeks and when 
"overdue" notices have been sent out, we make home visits in 
order to find such books. The best of our linguists are then glad 
to accept the assistance of the little ones who enjoy accompany- 
ing us on such trips. They help us to find Tony's home in the 
rear of Blackberry Alley; then they act as interpreters and con- 
verse most fluently in Yiddish or Polish with Tony's mother 
while she proceeds to look in every possible place for the desired 
books. 

The only requirement for membership to the library is that 
the child be able to write his name. We then record his address, 
age, school, father's name, occupation, and nationality. Each 
day new faces find their way to our desk to "start the library." 
Among them we find most interesting foreigners. The Syrian 
children in their broken English tell about riding the camels in 
Jerusalem, or the Russian children why their fathers were exiled 
from that country. 

Our book circulation for the year with these playground 
children has grown to 32,904, being 8181 larger than last year. 
The attendance for the year at the two reading rooms and one 
deposit station numbers 36,634, which is 16,175 larger than last 
year. The greatest growth in the work has been at Washington 
Park, where the number of children registered has increased from 
364 to 1077. The Playground Association has provided a regu- 
lar assistant for this center for the four afternoons and one even- 
ing when the library is open. The Training School for Children's 
Librarians has provided the time of two students for the same 
periods. New and attractive books have been loaned by the 
Carnegie Library until the collection now numbers 1681 volumeis. 
Useful magazines and periodicals have been kindly donated by 
several of the ladies of the association. We wish also to thank 
the Nature Study Department for the plants and window boxes 
which added much to the enjoyment of our readers and visitors 
during the summer months. 

The afternoon work at the three centers consists for the 
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most part in lending books to the school children whose interests 
are delightfully heterogeneous. At one table a little colored girl 
was seen sitting alone, kissing the pictures of the Ladies Home 
Journal dolls; while in another part of the room a young Jewish 
boy was looking for the book about ''Shakespeare's story of the 
Jew and the pound of meat." At the desk little Syrian children 
ask for the "circus reindeer" (meaning the circus reader with a 
giraffe on the cover), or if "Linken. blinken and nodd" is in, or 
if it happens to be the time of "101 Wild West Show," a most 
cherished memory to the playground children, the animal stories 
and wild west adventures are in demand far greater than the 
supply. Nor are their interests all so terrestrial, for no small 
number of our boys were reading books on astronomy at the time 
when the possible activities of the comet's tail engrossed their 
interests and their fears. 

At Washington Park the evening work is entirely with older 
boys and girls. The girls are in the majority, so for them a 
reading club has been formed. Stories from Irving's "Alham- 
bra" and from Shakespeare's comedies were selected and much 
enjoyed. 

At Lawrence Park the boys come regularly on Tuesday 
nights and to them war stories are read aloud, or. if we wish more 
diversion, we resort to conundrums and poetry. The evenings 
with the Lawrence Park boys are peculiarly interesting because 
the boys themselves have assumed the greater part of the work. 
One boy is appointed to keep the shelves in order, another to 
receive and stamp the borrower's cards as books are returned, 
while a third records the attendance and puts the books again 
into circulation. A new officer was recently discovered by the 
librarian in charge, much to her amusement. A little boy with 
the front of his blouse abnormally prominent attracted her atten- 
tion. She asked what he was hiding there, whereupon he re- 
plied, "just caps." This statement was immediately verified 
by another small boy, who, being ready to depart, held forth his 
hand for his cap. The "keeper of the caps" produced all his 
wares, the proper cap was selected and the others solemnly 
returned to the blouse. This arrangement is strictly a business 
one, for a boy's cap must be carefully guarded. 

The various uses to which the library books are put are 
being continually revealed. One little girl wanted two pretty 
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bcx)ks to put on their parlor table, for they were going to have 
company that evening. She specified that she didn't wish to 
carry "fat books'' home because it was a long distance. A cer- 
tain little boy called Tommy Jiggery wanted two books just 
exactly alike so that he could play school with his little sister at 
home, while a little girl said she had had a lovely time sliding 
down hill on a geography. Not only books are circulated con- 
stantly, but a special pair of library shears are frequently bor- 
rowed for manicure purposes, while unused dust cloths are fast 
converted into small handkerchiefs. 

The appreciation of the books is not to be doubted. Older 
children who have moved from the city to work in smaller places 
have arranged to borrow books from the park at certain inter- 
vals. Children who are ill have asked to have books sent to 
them. One little girl with an unusually happy face said she 
wanted to read her newly selected book three thousand times. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JANE CONARD, 
Supervisor, Playground Libraries. 
Approved 

FRANCIS JENKINS OLCOTT. 

Chief of Children's Department. 
Carnegie Librarv. 



CONTRIBUTORS 



Adams, Mrs S. Jarvis $ 10.00 

Allen. Miss Mav L 5 .00 

Allen, Mrs. Edward J 10.00 

Allerton O. H., Jr 10.00 

Anderson, H. E 10.00 

Bailev, Mrs. J. H 25.00 

Bailcv. Reed W 10.00 

Baird". F. C 10.00 

Bcal, James H 10.00 

Beattv, John \V 5 . 00 

Eklleficld Presbyterian Sabbath School 50.00 

Bemis & V'osburgh 5 . 00 

Bihler, L. C 5 .00 

Bisscll. Mrs. Frank S 25.00 

Bisscll. Mrs. Geo. \V. J 20.00 

Black, A. W 50.00 

Blackburn, W. W 20.00 

Blocdel, H. C 10. (M) 

Botsford. E. P 10.00 
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LIBRARY DAY AT A SMALL PLAYGROUND 




THE BABIES AT WASHINGTON PARK. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 59 



Brown, A. M 5 .00 

Brown, Mrs. Louis 5 . 00 

Brown, Hon. Marshall 5 .00 

Bradley, John 5 .00 

Brenneman, Mrs. L. A 10. 00 

Brenneman, [>. R. E 100.00 

For Mens Club of Sixth Presbyterian Church 75 .00 

Edgewood Presbyterian Church 25 . 00 

Buchanan, J. 1 5 .00 

Burns, Allen T 10.00 

Calvert, Geo. H 10.00 

Canfield, A. C 3 .00 

Cash 100.00 

Cash 25.00 

Cash 1 .00 

Cash 100.00 

Cassidy. Mrs. W. H 20.00 

Chislctt, Mrs. R. E 5 .00 

Clause, W. L 5.00 

Clavpool, Mrs. Geo. L 5 . 00 

Cleinson, Mrs. D. M 25 .00 

Clifford, Mrs. T. C 5 .00 

Cline. A. H., Jr 5.00 

Council of Jewish Women 1 . 00 

Crutchficld, J. S 2.00 

Curry, Wm. L 5 .00 

Darlington. Miss Mary O'Hara 1 5 . 00 

Davis, Mrs. Annie M 5 .00 

Davison, Edward. Jr 25 .00 

Day, Mrs. Thos. P 5 .00 

Decker. Mrs. Omar Scott 5 . 00 

Demmler Bros. Co 10.00 

Dcnnv, Mrs. Harmar D 5 .00 

Dennv. Miss Mathilda W 20.00 

Dilworth. Mrs. L. M 25.00 

Dilworth, Mrs. Geo. W 100.00 

Dollv Madison Chapter U. S. D. 1812 5.00 

Donhcr, W. H 25 .00 

DuPuy. Mrs. Herbert 50.00 

Eaton, Mrs. Percival J 5 . 00 

Edgewood Civic Club 77 . 00 

Edwards, Geo. D 5 .00 

Edwards, Mrs. Geo. B 100.00 

Eichlav, John, Jr 5 .00 

English, Mr. and Mrs. H. D. W 35 .00 

Epoch Club 13 .00 

Ewing, Mrs. Thos 5 . 00 

Flinn, William 25 .00 

First Unitarian Sundav School 5 . 00 

Fisher, Mrs. J. J : 25.00 

Follansbee, G. W. L 5 .00 

Foster, Mrs. W. S 2.00 

Frew, Mrs. W. N 25 .00 

Friend, Mrs. James W 25 .00 

Garland, John W 10.00 

Garland, Robert 5 .00 

Gill, S. E 10.00 

Gillespie, Chas. D 2.00 

Gillespie, Mrs. D. L 10.00 

Gordon, Geo. B 25 .00 
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Gordon, Mrs. Geo. B 25.00 

Green. Blanche E 5 . 00 

Gregg, Mrs. Thos. 1 5 .00 

Greth, Mrs. J. C. \Vm 5 00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 5 .00 

Guthrie, Mrs. Geo. W 5 .00 

Hall, \Vm. M 5 .00 

Hall, Mrs. Wm. M 10.00 

Hamilton, A. R 10. (K) 

Hamilton, Wm. C 10.00 

Hamilton, Mrs. Wm. D 10. (X) 

Hammond, Mrs. James H ' 10. 00 

Harbison, Samuel P.. Estate of 10.00 

Hart, Mrs. Sarah W 5 .00 

Hartley, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. R 50.00 

Hazel wood Committee for Tecumseh Plavground cMrs. Warren Else v. 

Chairman) ..." .\ 200.80 

Hegeman, Miss Annie M 50 . (X) 

Heinz, H.J 25.00 

Herron, W. A 5 00 

Hilliard. Mrs. W. H. R 5.00 

Hirsch, I. E 10.00 

Hocveler, Mrs. W. R 25.00 

Holmes, Mrs. AG 10 00 

Holmes. Mrs. A. V 10.00 

Houston. James W 5 . (X) 

Jackson, Miss Mary L 100.00 

Johnson. G. E 25 00 

Johnston. R. W 5 .00 

Johnston, Stewart 5 . 00 

Johnston. W. G. & Co 10.00 

Jordan. W. J 1 .00 

Kaufman. Leo 10 . 00 

Kelly. Mrs. Samuel R 10.00 

Kevstone Lumber Co 10 . 00 

Kicr. S. M 5 .00 

King, Wm. C 10. (K) 

Kitzmiller. E. A 10.00 

Kramer, Mrs. George 25 . 00 

Kramer. Mrs. George (.for drinking fountain at Lawrence Park^ 50.00 

Lanahan. Frank J 5. 00 

Lee. Mr. and Mrs. E. B 5.00 

Lehman. LP 5.00 

Leppcr, Geo. H 2.00 

Lewin, Dr. A. L 10.00 

Liggett, Thos 5 .00 

Lincoln. Mrs. Wm. E 10.00 

Lippincott. Mrs. J. C 20.00 

Lockhart, Jas. H 100.00 

Lockhart, Mrs. Jas. H 100.00 

Logan. A. J 10.00 

Logan, Mrs. E. P 5.00 

Lvon. J. D 10.00 

Macrum, William 10.00 

MacFarlane, Mrs. James R 10.00 

Marsh, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W 5 .00 

Mason, Mrs. H. Lee, Jr 100.00 

Matthews, W. H 5 .00 

Mav Drug Company 5 . 00 

Mehard, Hon. S. S. ! 5 .00 
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Mellon, W. L 100.00 

Mellor, Mrs. C. C 5 .00 

Miller, Mrs. Reuben 25 .00 

Mitchell, Miss Elizabeth S 2.00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H 50.00 

Moorehead, Mrs. Wm. J 5 .00 

Murphv, James P 10.00 

McCague, R. S 5 .00 

McCallam, Miss Mary W 5 .00 

McCIintock, Oliver 10.00 

McClure. Thos. G 10.00 

VlcConway. Mrs. William 5 . 00 

McCormick, Mrs. and Miss S 1 5 . 00 

McCune, Mrs. J. R., Sr 20.00 

McCutcheon, Mrs. John L 10.00 

McGarey, William 3 .00 

McGinlev. Mrs. John R 50.00 

McGirr, F. C 10.00 

McKee, Frederick W 10.00 

McKenna Bros. Brass Company .• 20. 00 

McLain, Mrs. Will 10.00 

Neal, Mrs. James 5 . 00 

Neglev, Mrs. Henrv H 10.00 

Osborne, Mrs. L. A 10.00 

Parker, C. P 5 .00 

Patton, Mr. and Mrs. James E.. Jr 35 . 00 

Pearson, Alice H. and Georgia 10 . 00 

Petty, Robert B 5.00 

Pittsburgh Chapter, D. A. R 15 .00 

Pittsburgh Sorosis 5 . 00 

Phipps, Lawrence C 50 . 00 

Porter, H. K. Esq 50.00 

Porter, H. K. Company 150.00 

Porter. John L 10.00 

Porter, Hon. W. D 10.00 

Potter, John E 2.00 

Public Education Association 66 .95 

Rankin. Mrs. A. J 5 .00 

Rauh, Marcus 25 . 00 

Rea, Mrs. Henrv R 20.00 

Rea, Mrs. William H 10.00 

Rieck, Edw. E. Co 5 .00 

Rilcy, James 5 . 00 

Rosenbaum Company 5 . 00 

Rovnianek, P. V 5 .00 

Rowe, Mrs. W. H 50.00 

Satler, Chas. E 10.00 

Schcllentrager, Edw. J 5 . 00 

Schoen, W. H 25 .00 

Schuchman, K. Wm 15 .00 

Schuette, W. H 5 .00 

Scott, Mrs. William 15.00 

Shaw, Wilson A 50.00 

Shepherd, A. B 5.00 

Sevmour, S. L 2.00 

Smith, Mrs. A. C 10.00 

Smith, Arthur H 10.00 

Smith, Edwin W 35.00 

Snowden. C. L 10.00 

Sodon, A. J 2.00 
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Spear, N 5 .00 

Speer, John Z 25 .00 

Stengef. Geo. H 5 .00 

Steiner & Voegtiy Hardware Company 10.00 

Stephen.son, Mrs. John G 25 . 00 

Stoebcner, G. H 5 .00 

Sutton. Robert Woods 5 . 00 

Tate, D. G 1 .00 

Taylor, Mrs. Cephas 5 . 00 

Taylor, Mrs. Chas. L 10.00 

Taylor. Edward B 10.00 

Tener. Mrs. Geo. E 10.00 

Thaw, Benjamin .' 1 . 00 

Thaw, Mrs. William. Jr 100.00 

Thompson. Mrs. W. R 100.00 

Travelers' Club 5 . 00 

Vandergrift, Mrs. F. G 10.00 

Wainwright, Miss Abcgail E 10.00 

Walker, Mrs. William 10.00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 50.00 

Wattles. W. W 5 . 00 

Weil, Mr. and Mrs. A. Leo 15.00 

Williams. Miss Imogen 5 .00 

Wilson, Mrs. C. J 5 .00 

Willock, Mr. and Mrs. Harry W 25 .00 

Wimodausis Club 25 .00 

Wimodausis Club for garden work in West End 10.00 

Woman's Club of Pittsburgh 5.00 

Woman's Library Club of Knoxvillc 10.00 

Woman's Southern Society 1 1 . 00 

Woods. Mrs. E. A 20.00 

Woodwell, Mrs. John. 1 5 .00 

Wurts, Mr. A. J 10.00 

Young. J. S 5.00 

Zimmerman. H. S. 10.00 




CAPTAIN BALL AT WASHINGTON PARK. 
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MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS MADE TO THE 
ASSOCIATION DURING THE YEAR. 

Baked beans for boys' Christmas party, Ormsbv Park — Vlr. 
H. J. Heinz. 

Bean bags and dressing of dolls — Mrs. Cosolosky and com- 
mittee from Woman's Club of Crafton. 

Bean bags — Mrs. George Hubbard, Mrs. John A. Armstrong, 
Mrs. Omar Scott Decker, Mrs. H. E. Holman, Wimodausis Club, 
by Mrs. Pickles. 

Bath Towels — Boggs & Buhl. 

Bath towels and bathing trunks — ^Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Company. 

Candy for Christmas parties — Mrs. T. M. Harton. 

Candy for children's fair — Miss M. J. Barr, Miss Addie 
Patterson and Miss Edna Zacharias. 

Candy boxes and cracker cans — ^John A. Renshaw Company. 

Corks for playroom work — Armstrong Cork Company. 

Curtains for office and care of same — Mrs. Jos. H. Moore. 

Drawing pencils — J.R.Weldin&Co., through Mr. McKeown. 

Dry goods sample books — Arbuthnot-Stephenson Co. 

Electric lights for Christmas trees — Doubleday-Hill Elec- 
tric Co. 

Flags loaned for concert — John W. Grove Co. 

Flags for Parks donated by Pittsburgh Chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 

Floor stain — Pittsburg Paint Supply Co. 

Glassware for Washington Park through Mr. Marion Bryce. 

Half rates for children to fair at Washington Park by Pitts- 
burgh Railways Company through Mr. J. D. Gallery. 

Three musical programs by members of Tuesday Musical Club. 

Music for Social Centers by Glee and Mandolin Clubs of 
Carnegie Technical Schools. 

Outing for Adams Market children — Mrs. H. D. Stark and 
friends from Rosslyn Farms. 

Palms for decoration at concert — Randolph & McClements. 

Paper napkins — Joseph Home Company. 

Peanuts for children's fair — Mr. James W. Houston. 

Pianos loaned — C. C. Mellor Company, Limited. 

Prints of Washington Park from cut — McEl vany & Company. 

Rope for boxes at concert— Miss May L. Allen. 

Sewing machines loaned — Singer Sewing Machine Co. 

Toys — Mrs. Clarence Coffman and Miss Grace Fagan. 

Victrola records — Mr. W. M. Henderson, Mr. J. T. M. 
Stoneroad, Mr. C. M. Johnston and Mr. H. H. Patterson. 

Wall paper sample books — Mrs. H. D. Stark. 

Wagon umbrella — J. Jackson & Brothers. 



Digitized by 



Googl 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 









Digitized by VjOOQ IC _ 




< 



< 

< 

5 



< 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sixteenth Annual Report 

of the 

Pittsburgh Playgrounds, Vacation 
Schools and Recreation Parks 



HN: 



Under the Direction of the 

Pittsburgh Playground Association 



Nineteen Hundred and Eleven 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



:^r:H F^LA^GROLNDS 




\ i.WtK IN U\\: P\RK 



EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



^!:-^ Ixulcih KcnnarJ 
Mrs \\ liham Macrum 
Mrs ( harics R W ray 
Mrs. Will McLain . 
Mrs. T. C. ClifiorJ . 
Mrs. frank M. Rocssing 

Mrs Samuel S. Miller 
Mrs. Geortjie Hubbard 
Mrs. Georjie 01i\er 



President 

F'irst Vice President 

. Second Vice President 

Recording Secretary 

Corresponding Secretary 

Treasurer 

Miss Alice N. Parker 
Mrs. Warren Elsey 
Miss M. E. Stevenson 



ADVISORY BOARD. 



Mr. O. H. Allerton, Jr 
Mr. Allen T. Burns 
Mr. C. B. Connelly 
Mr. Frederick Crabtree 
Dr. J. F. Edwards 
Mr. M. J. Ehrenfeld 



Mr. D. L. Gillespie 
Dr. A. L. Lewin 
Dr. S. B. McCormick 
Mr. Burd S. Patterson 
\'r. Marcus Rauh 
Dr. Watson L. Savage 



Mr. W. H. Stevenson 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 5 



PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD. 

HE record of Playground work for 1911 includes the 
features which have distinguished the earlier years of 
the Association and ever multiplying paths for new 
activity and for co-operation with other educational 
and social forces. In the great Play Festival held in 
Schenley Park on May 9th the Public Schools were 
even better represented than at the Play Congress 
in 1909. More than fifteen thousand children engaged in 
games which had been planned in coj-operation with a com- 
mittee of the Physical Training directors of the city under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Stanley Burleigh, while several 
thousand boys engaged in a series of relay contests at the 
Oval which surpassed in number and variety anything which 
had been undertaken of the kind. The settlements and Ath- 
letic Associations co-operated heartily in this feature of the 
day with Mr. C. C. Cooper of Kingsley House acting as 
chairman. The afternoon closed with a pageant of the Pied 
Piper given by six hundred children from the winter play centers 
and was the most elaborate and charming out of door perform- 
ance ever given in Pittsburgh. The Pittsburgh Athletic Com- 
pany through the President Mr. Dreyfuss, generously gave Forbes 
Field as the theater of this children's Masque so that the little 
pantomine players had an audience of thirty thousand spectators. 
As in the earlier Play Festival the happy results were due to the 
co-operation of many outside helpers, including the Superin- 
tendent of Parks, Mr. Geo. W. Burke and the Pittsburgh Rail- 
ways Company as well as strong team work among the play- 
ground teachers under the able generalship of our Superintendent, 
Mr. G. E. Johnson and our former committee of business men 
with Mr. W. H. Stevenson general chairman, and Mr. M. J. 
Ehrenfeld as chairman of transportation. 

Another instance of co-operation which has been of great 
value in placing playground pedagogy on the dignified basis 
which it should occupy, is the extended series of play courses 
given in connection with the School of Education of the University 
of Pittsburgh. The classes this year have been much larger 
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than those of the previous season and have been more closely 
identified with other University courses promising a still greater 
advance for 1912. The pupils who will receive credits or certifi- 
cates for their work in these courses are in great demand not only 
in Pittsburgh but in other parts of the country. 

The summer was full of activity as usual. Every day the 
parks and vacation schools and small play grounds and gardens 
overflowed with children. Every Friday several hundred women 
gathered under the direction of Mrs. Samuel S. Miller at head- 
quarters or in the various sub-committees in city and country 
to tie the bunches of flowers which have become a playground 
institution. So well established has the custom become that 
freinds who are fortunate enough to own greenhouses, even if 
they have never visited the playgrounds because of absence from 
the city in summer, plant for the July and August blossoms 
those that the children like best. 

The summer camp for boys and later in the season for girls 
was a delightful innovation due to the kindness of Miss Spring 
at Denny Station. The Poultry Farm and the Nature "Hikes" 
were as educational as they were delightful and we only wish they 
might have been shared by all the children. The Nature Depart- 
ment has continued its fine work throughout the year by the 
distribution of more than seventy thousand bulbs among the 
school children, nature talks in schools and the children's green- 
house at Washington Park. 

Our new moving picture machine has given pleasure to large 
audiences especially the out-door exhibition at the parks. Two 
social centers were opened in schools but afterwards closed at 
the Mayor's expressed desire that all the appropriation be used 
for parks and playgrounds. The use of the Field Houses by 
adults has increased and now a number of clubs and organizations 
hold regular meetings in them. Arsenal, Ormsby and South Side 
parks are still badly hampered by lack of space. Every inch of 
the two latter places is made to do double duty several nights a 
week. We are hoping that the bond issue may bring us relief 
and larger quarters in the near future. 

One of the notable advances in the play life of our boys 
has been the formation of the Athletic Federation in which the 
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Playground Association, the Settlements, the Young Men's Christ- 
ian Association and others have co-operated to establish stand- 
ard rules for clean sport in the city. 

The Association has very gladly co-operated with the 
Wimodausis Club in caring for the children at the Fort Pitt 
School. The club had undertaken to provide "school lunches" 
at "penny prices" and these were so enthusiastically patronized 
that the large number of children in and around the school build- 
ing had become a problem to the teachers. Mrs. Samuel S. 
Miller, the efficient little chairman of the committee who was 
also a member of the Playground Board brought the difficulty 
to us and soon play teachers were in charge who made the noon 
hour the best part of the school day and solved the question of 
discipline. 

We have many reasons to congratulate ourselves and Pitts- 
burgh on the encouraging outlook as well as on definite achieve- 
ments but we cannot forget that we and the city have shared 
in one misfortune which has caused us to mourn together. In 
the resignation of Miss Frances Olcott as Chief of the Children's 
Department of the Carnegie Library the playgrounds and the 
children lost one of their best and most valued friends — one who 
can never be replaced in their hearts though we hope that the 
work she so splendidly planned and organized may continue to 
justify her efforts. While the playgrounds of the city were still 
in their infancy Miss Olcott offered her assistance and provided 
"story tellers" as well as beautiful books for distribution before 
this kind of work had been thought of in other playgrounds of 
the country. Ever since those early days she has been more than 
ready to supplement the play activities with those of the Library. 
Scores of home libraries and clubs, the reading rooms at Law- 
rence and Washington Parks whose circulation is larger than 
that of some of the branch libraries are but a few of the results 
of her collaboration with us. The loss of her inspiring help is one 
of the most serious blows that the playgrounds have ever received. 

BEULAH KENNARD, 

President. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

To the members of the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

A brief retrospect of the plans and development of the work 
of the Pittsburgh Playground Association in the year that has 
closed may be a new inspiration and consecretaion to further 
effort in that which lies before us. 

There have been some changes in the personnel of the 
Executive Board from the loss of two valued members, Mrs. 
Joseph H. Moore and Mrs. Frank T. Hogg, both of whom re- 
signed for unavoidable reasons. Mrs. Chas. R. Wray, a former 
Secretary and Mrs. Warren Elsey were elected to fill the va- 
cancies. 

The appropriation by Councils for 1911 was $76,956.35 
with no provision for Social Centers — a work begun the previous 
year with an encouraging prospect. However with help from 
the School Boards, the Thaddeus Stevens and Minersville Schools 
were opened and after a session of more than two months both 
were closed for lack of funds. 

An adjustment of the work between Washington Park and 
Kingsley House was made thus hoping to benefit both institu- 
tions. A swimming pool (which had been closed by the owners — 
located near Washington Park) was secured with the bathing suits 
and was used during the summer. This pool should be an attri- 
bute of Washington Park to complete its equipment. The attend- 
ance at the three swimming pools — Lawrence, Ormsby and Wash- 
ington was 1 70,000, the women and girls having special nights — 
assembling in great numbers, when a desirable social spirit w^as 
fostered. 

The chief concern at the April meeting was the outlining 
of plans for the proposed Play Festival and pageant of the Pied 
Piper to be held in Schenley Park May 9th. Our efficient 
Superintendent was made Chairman of arrangements and was 
authorized to appoint Committees for the successful carrying 
out of his plans. 

Aid came from all quarters, civic and educational and not the 
least from our helpful Advisory Board. There was no charge for 
the use of Forbes Field, the printing of 20,000 programmes nor 
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for extra time of any of the Association teachers, supervisors, 
mechanic, custodians or office force. Many members of the 
Association also aided in various ways. The cost of the festival 
and pageant was $464.94 a large decrease from the expenditure 
in 1909 of $1055.43. Aided by Pittsburgh's experience and 
success and also by the loan of costumes the pageant has been 
repeated in other cities. 

The Convention of seven Working Girls Clubs was held 
April 1 9th, the use of Lawrence Park being granted by the Board. 

Our Quarterly meeting in June was also held in the Lawrence 
Field House, combining business and social features, as we were 
entertained by the Beaumont Club, a number of mothers of that 
district who use the Park as a meeting place. From their expres- 
sions of appreciation of this privilege and their evident pleasure 
in their work we must conclude that the influence is widening 
and bringing more happiness into many otherwise sordid lives. 

The distribution of 73,470 bulbs to public schools shows an 
expenditure of $1052.41 and receipts from the sale $1060.55 
leaving a balance of $8. 1 1 in our treasury. 

The summer activities began July 6th with 33 centers in 
operation including 9 vacation schools, 5 permanent parks. 2 
school playgrounds, 7 small playgrounds and 6 gardens with an 
ever increasing attendance. 

There is a steady demand for necessary equipment and tele- 
phones have been installed in Lawrence and Arsenal Parks, electric 
lights provided, bathing suits, towels and apparatus purchased 
while donations have been generous. 

A moving picture machine for instructive work was bought 
at a cost of $300.00 and has proven a good investment, interest- 
ing the children to such an extent that the term of ten weeks is 
to be extended to twenty. Open air exhibitions were given at 
the Parks which attracted large audiences. 

A gift of $50.00 from Mrs. George Kramer toward proxiding 
a drinking fountain for Lawrence Park was increased by $35.00 
given by the John Campbell Society of the First Unitarian 
Church and the fountain was erected in July. 

The alliance of the Playground Association with the Univers- 
ity of Pittsburgh continues and Playground courses are given as 
the demand for trained teachers far exceeds the supply. It was 
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decided by the Executive Bord and accepted by the University 
that all such students who satisfactorily complete these courses 
shall receive a certificate and first consideration for appoint- 
ments. In connection with this, under Playground auspices. 
Miss Kennard is giving a course of lectures on sociological subjects. 

The annual Convention of the National Playground Associa- 
tion in Washington was attended by our President and Superintend- 
ent and four of our teachers. Miss Fisher, Miss Canfield, Miss 
Corbin and Miss Connell. Each gave demonstrations of her 
special work with groups of Washington children. It aroused 
much interest and was a theme of appreciative comment. 

The President was the representative to the Municipal 
Congress held in Chicago where the Association had an exhibit, 
and also attended the National Board Meeting in New York. 

The full quota of work is being done in all departments and 
the work can only be increased by increased opportunities. 
Two new teachers of physical training have been added to the 
force, also a Director for Washington Park who has recently 
assumed his duties. 

As the year drew to a close our most important considera- 
tion was the bond issue and the opportunities it might 
afford for enlarging the work, the demand for which is being re- 
ceived by the Association from every quarter. The Playgrounds 
Committee has presented to Council a number of proposed new 
playground sites for their consideration. The recent changes 
in our civic life, the Council of nine, the new Board of Educa- 
tion and the Planning Commission all acknowledge the need and 
the effectiveness of Playgrounds and lead us to hope that the 
appropriation each year may so greatly exceed the last that it 
shall keep pace with the desires we wish to see realized. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Clara E. McLain, 

Secretary. 



(Mrs. Will McLain) 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

RECEIPTS 1911 

CONTRIBUTORS' FUND 

Balance on hand January 15, 1911 $1,152.64 

Individual contributions 3,354.64 

Dues from Clubs, Associations and members in addition 

to contributions 84. 00 

Minersville School Board for Social Center expenses 300.00 

Carnegie Library for tuition fees of students in play 

courses 1910-11 60.00 

University of Pittsburgh for proportion of its students' 

tuition fees in Play courses 1910-11 1 17. 00 

Fees received from general students in play courses 191 1. 210.00 
Reading Playground Association refund for packing and 

shipping pageant costumes 14. 44 

Allegheny County for rent of Washington Park room as 

polling station 70. 00 

Products taken by pupils 364.69 

Emergency payments of salaries on City payroll refunded 

as collected 617. 89 

Fees paid by participants in Spring Camp for boys 1 14.45 

Proceeds of bulb distribution 1,060. 55 

Bank Interest on checking account 30. 55 



Total $7,550.85 
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EXPENDITURES 1911 

Salaries — 

Teachers at Playgrounds, Vacation Schools. Social 

Centers, and Institute $2,589.94 

Janitors 82 . 50 

Printing and Stationery 243. 45 

Postage and Telegrams 406. 73 

Office supplies 9. 82 

Water, Ice and Towel Service 56. 45 

Official's travelling expenses to meetings and conventions.. 1 34 . 37 
Emergency payments of salaries on City payrolls refunded 

as collected ' 617. 89 

Photographs, Engraving and Advertising 146. 10 

Department and General Supplies for Social Centers and 

Vacation Schools 55 . 68 

Equipment and General Supplies for Summer Camp 288. 23 

Supplies and Expenses for Play Festival 219. 1 1 

Lawrence Park Drinking Fountain 107. 85 

Entertainments, Lectures and Hall Rent 65 . 40 

Rent of Bedford Avenue Natatorium 500. 00 

Express and Messengers 49. 86 

Newspaper clippings, periodicals and General Informa- 
tion 43.00 

Membership dues in allied organizations 38.00 

Bulbs purchased for distribution including packing and 

delivery 1,052.41 

Flags for summer schools 1 5 . 00 

Miscellaneous Items 39. 68 

Total expenditures $6,761 . 47 

Balance on hand January 10, 1912 *789. 38 

Total $7.750. 85 

*This balance was reserved in order to meet payments on contracts for 
work remaining uncompleted at close of fiscal year. 
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RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT 

Appropriation by City Councils for operation and main- 
tenance of Recreation Parks and Playgrounds for 191 1 . $76,956 . 3 5 



EXPENDITURES 

Salaries — 

Teachers in 35 Parks, Vacation Schools, Playgrounds, 
and Social Centers, including summer and regular 
teachers at five winter centers and Spring Camp. . .$30,182. 35 

Superintendent, Supervising and Special Teachers 14,419.75 

Janitors, custodians and laborers 10,681 . 38 

Office and Clerical Work 3,688.06 

Supplies. 

Art Department 1 22 . 76 

Basketry Department 22 . 77 

Cooking Department 495 . 20 

Dramatics 20. 72 

Manual Training Department 1,272. 31 

Music 251 . 59 

Nature Study Department 880. 87 

Physical Training Department 1,233 . 57 

Sewing Department 410.92 

Swimming 1 ,932 . 63 

Playgrounds and playrooms for small children 1,691 . 42 

Equipment, repairs, alterations and additions 3, 1 55 .98 

Light and Heat 2,249. 58 

Rent of offices 1,033. 37 

Express 346. 10 

Office supplies 197.89 

Janitors' and general supplies 1,886. 39 

Miscellaneous expenses, including insurance, tele- 
phones, towel service, badges, photographs and 

similar items not chargeable to any one department . 624 . 56 

Total expenditures of appropriation for 191 1 $76,800. 17 

Unexpended balance of appropriation for 191 1 *$156. 18 

*This balance was reserved in order to meet payments on contracts for 
work remaining uncompleted at close of fiscal year. 
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To the Pittsburgh Playground Association : 

I hereby certify that the disbursements made from Appropriation No. 
200 for the year ending January 31st, 1912. were: 

March 3 1 , warrants drawn $ 4, 1 47 . 04 

April 30, *' " 5,225.15 

May 31 - - 4,974.17 

June 30 " "' 6,284.19 

July 31.. * •' 5,970.47 

August 31 " *• 17.202.87 

September 30 '" " 7,325.85 

October 31 " * 4,502.85 

November 30 * * 4,350. 46 

December 31 " *' 5,185.63 

January 30 * " 4,807.18 

January 31 - " 6,824.31 

Total $76,800. 17 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) E. S. MORROW, 

Controller City of Pittsburgh. 
Pittsburgh, May 13th, 1912. 

January 31st, 1912. 
To The Pittsburgh Playground Association. 

In accordance with your instructions, we have made an audit of the cash 
receipts and disbursements of the Treasurer of the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association, relating to the Contributors' Fund, for the period from January 
15, 191 1 to January 10, 1912. The receipts and disbursements for the period 
may be summarized as follows: 

Balance at January 15th, 1911 $1,152.64 

Receipts 6,398.21 • 

$ 7,550.85 
Disbursements 6,761 . 47 

Balance at January 10, 1912 $ 789.38 

We compared the total cash receipts shown by the books with the dcpositvS 
shown by the Bank pass-book, and the total disbursements with the withdraw- 
als shown by the pass-book. 

We obtained a certificate from the Commonwealth Trust Company veri- 
fying the balance in their hands at January 10, 1912, and by actual count, veri- 
fied the cash on hand. 

In addition to the balance of cash called for by the records, there was on 
hand $18.66, the balance of the Petty Cash fund. 

The footings of the various books were checked by us, and satisfactory 
vouchers were produced for all disbursements. 

We did not examine the records relating to the funds controlled by the 
City Treasurer. 

All the information we required was readily obtained, and we wish to 
record our appreciation of the courtesies extended to us during the course 
of our examination. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) MARWICK, MITCHELL. PEAT & CO. 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The year of 191 1 gave to your Corresponding Secretary the 
usual variety of correspondence but I am sorry to record that 
more letters of sympathy have been written than was necessary- 
last year, death having visited the homes of some of our officers 
and the awful automobile accident in Wilkinsburg on the night 
of July twenty-sixth, claiming as its victims one of our teachers 
and also the mother of another teacher. 

Five letters notifying new members of their election have 
been written and these we wish had been a great many more. 
Letters of thanks have been wTitten to Messrs. Boggs and Buhl 
for a donation of towels; to the Doubleday-Hill Co. for the dona- 
tion of an electric fan for use in the offices of the Association 
and to the chairmen of the fourteen committees whose untiring 
efforts helped to make the Playground Festival, held May ninth, 
such a wonderfully successful event that its fame has traveled 
far and w ide. In July letters were written to Dr. A. F. B. Morris 
of the Homewood School Board, Mr. Michael Shea of the O'Hara 
School Board, Mr. R. M. Sterrett of the Highland Sub-District 
School Board, asking for permission to store vacation school 
equipment for the winter. In September a letter of appreciation 
was written to Miss Jane Conard for her very valuable assistance 
to the Association in her Library work. Replies to several letters 
of inquiry have been written; one to Mr. E. S. Martin, Supervisor 
of the Washington Association in answer to a request for infor- 
mation as to the cost of our swimming pools; one to Mr. Clarence 
Perry of the Russell Sage Foundation in answer to a request for 
pictures of our social settlement work to be used by him in a 
speaking trip he was to make, and one to C. H. Spencer, President 
of the Newark Board of Trade in answer to a request for methods 
used and the results of the Pittsburgh campaign for the bond 
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issue, ail of which inquiries go to show how high the standard 
of the Pittsburgh Playground Association is in the minds of 
other associations and how excellent are its methods and the 
results obtained. The Corresponding Secretary hopes that 
another year there will be many more membership letters to 
write and many more letters of thanks for donations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ANNIE M. CLIFFORD, 

Corresponding Secretary. 




FOLK DANCING AT WASHINGTON PARK 
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FLOWER COMMITTEES. 

Chairman Central Committee, Mrs. Samuel S. Miller 

Thaddeus Stevens School ^ Mrs. J. O. Reed 

O'Hara School Travellers' Club. 

Arsenal Park Dolly Madison Chapter, Daughters 

of 1812, Mrs. A. A. Wensel. 

Ormsby Park Library Club of Knoxville, 

Mrs. Charles Wetzel. 

Assisted during the summer by Miss Amy Arbogast, Mrs. 
T. J. Bray, Mrs. Phillip Bowman, Miss Jean Bray, Mrs. J. V. 
Carothers, Mrs. Stanton R. Costley, Mrs. S. Church, Mrs. A. 
Culley, Mrs. T. C. Clifford, Miss Lois Clifford, Mrs. Guy 
Campbell, Mrs. J. N. Carnes, Mrs. J. Constans, Mrs. Cohen, 
Mrs. Annie E. Duff, Mrs. Minnie Duvall, Mrs. Jas. K. Duff, 
Mrs. J. Douglass, Miss Jean Day, Mrs. Chas. Daub, Mrs. Warren 
Elsey, Miss Sarah Ellis, Miss Mary Gregg, Mrs. W. A. Gaetjens. 
Miss Clara Gaetjens, Mrs. Higbee, Mrs. T. P. Henderson, Mrs. 
J. H. Hillman, Mrs. William Harkness, Miss Margaret Hays, Mrs. 
L. M. Kintner, Miss Catherine Kohen, Miss Mary Kohen, Mrs. 
William Keller, Miss Virginia Keenan, Mrs. John Lenzner, Mrs. 
Ladd,Mrs. P. M. Lincoln, Mrs. J. B. Montgomery, Mrs. William 
Macrum, Miss Florence McComb, Miss Margaret McGlough- 
lin, Mrs. McCort, Miss Elizabeth Martin, Miss Clara McMillen. 
Miss Alice McNeil, Miss Moffitt, Mrs. M. O. Roberts, Mrs. J. 
Speer, Mrs. Frank Slocum, Miss Alice Stoeltzing, Misses Steiner. 
Mrs. H. Twitmyer, Miss Turney, Miss Nancy Taggart, Mrs. 
Uriah Tinker, Mrs. D. A. Wilbert, Mrs. J. Williams, Miss Olive 
Wiley, Mrs. Chas. Wahn, Mrs. J. O. Walton, Miss Louise Whitby. 
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FLOWER CONTRIBUTORS. 

Mrs. C. D. Armstrong, Mrs. M. J. Alexander, Mrs. J. B. 
Armstrong, Mrs. T. J. Bray, Residents of Burgettstown, Mr. 
Geo. W. Burke, (from Schenley Park Conservatories), H. L. 
Blind &z Co., Miss Mildred Baker, Mrs. Harry Brown, Mrs. D. 
B. Cook, Mrs. Harvey Childs, Cheerful Workers Club, Resi- 
dents of Canonsburg, Mrs. D. M. Clemson, Mrs. Mary Chambers, 
Mr. H. S. Curry, Miss Curry, Mrs. Ira Cribben, Mrs. Omar Scott 
Decker, Mrs. Dorrance, Mrs. Chas. E. Eaton, Miss Ellis, Miss 
Evans, Miss Cora Fisher, H. C. Frick, Mrs. F. W. 
Finley, Dr. Ross Foster, Mrs. W. R. Foster, Miss Gerdes, Mrs. 
J. W. Garland, Mrs. W. A. Gaetjens, Mrs. John Hill, Mr. H. J. 
Heinz, Miss Haymaker, Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. George Hubbard, 
Mrs. Durbin Home, Miss Mary Hogg. Mrs. H. E. Hill, Miss Alice 
Hogg, Mrs. Emil Haeffle, Mrs. P. N. Hayes, Mrs. Herbert 
Hostetter, Mrs. Wallace Imhoff, Mrs. L. M. Kintner, Mrs. W. 
H. Kellar, Miss Esther Koltenhauser, Mrs, Ladd, Mrs. P. M. 
Lincoln, Miss Florence McComb, Misses Margaret, Ella and 
Jessie McGloughlin, Miss Clara McMillen, Mrs. Wm. S. Miller, 
Miss Eleanor McElroy, Miss Morey, Mrs. Z. B. Ogden, Mrs. 
Ober, Miss Oliveby, Mrs. B. H. Puhlman, Pittsburgh Cut Flower 
Company, Parnassus R. P. Church, Mrs. John Phillips, Mrs. 
Alexander Peacock, Randolph & McClements, Mrs. M. O. 
Roberts, Miss Louise Richardson, Mrs!* Benjamin Rose, A. W. 
Smith & Co., Mrs. Samuel S. Miller, Miss Sleeth, Mrs. M. J. 
Salsbury, Mrs. Annie Shaffer, Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Sowash, Rev. 
D. L. Shultz, Mrs. John S. Steele, Mrs. Frank Slocum, Sterrett 
Schools, Miss Harriet Smith, Mrs. James Seldon, Mrs. Uriah 
Tinker, Mrs. Turney, Miss Tumey Miss Jane Treffinger and res- 
idents of Mercer, Mrs. Twitmyer, Mrs. E. A. Williams, Mrs. D. L. 
Wright, Mrs. Winger, Mrs. Wetzel, Zieger Company, Mrs. Ivor 
Zacharias. 

About 20,000 bouquets were distributed during the season 
of five weeks. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 



PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 




IHB RA 15 ARE IN HAMLIN 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

To the Executive Board, 

The Pittsburgh Playground Association. 

Ladtes : 

The Association during the year 1QU'19I2 has maintained | 
5 recreation Parks, 9 Vacation Schools. 2 School Playgrounds, 
2 Social Centers. 9 small playgrounds, iO children's gardens, 
including three connected with parks or playgrounds, one green- 
house at Washington Park, one boys' poultry farm inconnec^-j 
tion with Trace Garden. A tabulation of these centers, thcirj 
equipment activities snd attendance follows— 
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A glance at the table will show what in general are the 
activities of the various centers and how the various types of 
centers differ one from another in equipment and activities. 

The table also suggests the relative provisions for play 
opportunities in the different wards and sections of the city. 

Commensurate with the very great increase in general 
attendance over that of the previous year, there has been growth 
in the intensive work of the Association in a number of depart- 
ments as will be suggested in speaking of the various phases 
of the work. 

Athletics. A general athletic meet was conducted in con- 
nection with the play festival held at Schenley Park in May. 

In midsummer, the boys and girls of the Playgrounds and 
Vacation Schools participated in an inter-park playground and 
vacation school contest. This meet was divided into five sec- 
tions by districts and there were events for boys and for girls. 
Banners were presented to the park, playground or school scoring 
the highest number of points in its district. The scores of boys 
and of girls were totaled together to determine award of banner. 
Fifteen hundred girls and boys participated in these meets. 
This work was under the direction of Mr. P. V. Gahan and Miss 
Agnes M. Connell, acting supervisors of physical training. 

During the seasons there were given 695 permits for baseball 
games, 1 1 4 permits for football games, and 406 basketball games 
were played. 

Last fall, representatives of the Playground Association, 
the Y. M. C. A., and Social Settlements met at the call of Mr. 
F. C. Benner of the Central Y. M. C. A. and entered into an 
alliance for the extension and improvement of athletics among 
boys and young men in Pittsburgh. This organization is known 
as the Amateur Athletic Federation of Pittsburgh. 

In general it may be said that there has been a great gain 
in the spirit of good sportmanship in the inter-park contests. 
The play is cleaner, the tendency to ill-feeling greatly lessened, 
the willingness to abide by decisions and all the general charac- 
teristics of good sportsmanship are far more noticeable than was 
the case a few years ago, when one never felt sure that an inter- 
park game might not be the direct or indirect cause of a fight. 
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A group of boys is well along towards a high type of manliness, self 
control, restraint, sense of fairness, and even magnanimity when 
it can enter a contest in which are sure to be stimulated some of 
the strongest and most primitive instincts, and habitually manifest 
the "grace of a good loser" or of a good winner. There is for 
boys no other school like this one for the development of certain 
desirable types of character, and even the dangers encountered 
increase the opportunities and make the high educational value 
of these games possible. 

There have been few inter-park games among the girls other 
than those mentioned in connection with midsummer meet. At 
this meet the events for the girls were as follows: 

Flag relay race Girls 7-9 years old 
Running Broad Jump "10-12 
Throwing ball " 10-15 " " 

25 yard dash " 13-15 " " 

There were two base ball games played between the girls 
of Ormsby Park and the girls of Lawrence Park. These games 
stimulated much interest among the girls and were in a general 
way very successfully conducted. 

Play Fe8tivaL In May a Play Festival was held at Schen- 
ley Park to which came 1 5,000 children and 30,000 spectators. 
In a fine spirit of co-operation Boards of Trade, Public Schools and 
many individual citizens joined with the Playground Association 
in making the event a great civic success. There were free and 
impromptu plays and games in the Park and athletic games for 
boys in the Oval. As the closing event, all gathered at Forbes 
Field to witness the Pageant of "The Pied Piper" given by 600 
playground boys and girls. To this great undertaking members 
of all the departments of the Association gave themselves with 
rare devotion. Among the many guests of the occasion was 
Baron d'Estournelles De Constant who in a letter of apprecia- 
tion to the Association said: 

"I had the good fortune to attend yesterday the annual 
festival offered to the children of the city of Pittsburgh by the 
Playground Association and the schools. 

I want to express my deep gratitude to the good people who 
have organized this admirable and charming feast. I have seen 
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indeed, as a traveler, many fine things but I have never been 
more impressed than by this beautiful sight of joy, of faith and of 
hope. 

I will never forget it and I will tell all that 1 can about it 
to our French children. 

Please express my best congratulations to the boys and girls 
who acted so well, and especially to the "Bad Boy," without for- 
getting the Pied Piper and all the teachers who enjoyed the day 
as well as the children, and perhaps even more, as it was their 
good work. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) d'Estournelles De Constant." 



"The Playground" of January, 1912, which contains also an 
account of the Pageant by Miss Alice M. Corbin and Miss Edna 
V. Fisher, to whom especially, credit is due for the development 
and success of the pageant, says: 

"What does it mean to a community to have thirty thousand 
of its citizens gather together to watch fifteen thousand child- 
ren at play? It means that the city itself has caught something 
of the spirit of youth. It means that through the common 
thought for the children of their city each one in the vast assem- 
bly is to feel a new sense of belonging to the city, of being a 
part of its life." 

Swimming Pools. There was a great increase in the at- 
tendance at the swimming pools over that of the previous year. 
At Washington Park the lack of a pool was met thro' the rental 
of the unused natatorium on Bedford Avenue, across the street 
from the Park. The attendance at the pools was 161,349. At 
Ormsby Park on women's nights an interesting custom devel- 
oped. The mothers came in large numbers with their daughters 
and sat about the pool with knitting or sewing, while the girls 
and younger women in the pool made the scene glad with screams 
of delight and with laughter. The satisfaction of such a scene 
was dimisnished only by the fact that must impress itself on 
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any observer, namely, that we are after all providing rather inade- 
quately for the needs in this community, and that in many other 
sections of our city we are doing nothing at all in this line of work. 

Moving Pictures. Towards the close of the summer open 
air moving picture entertainments were conducted at several 
of the parks. This is the beginning of a work that seems to 
promise much as a recreational activity at comparatively 
low cost. 

Boy8 and Girls Camp. Through July and August a 
camp was maintained for boys and later for girls at Harmarville, 
Miss Mary Spring generously granting camping privileges on her 
property. For this camp, were used the old but picturesque 
teepees owned by the Association, and it was a really pretty pic- 
ture that the camp made on the banks of the smooth flowing 
Allegheny. Each camper provided his or her own blankets and 
paid a nominal price for food consumed. Boating, bathing, 
tramps, singing, stories and games of all kinds enlivened the days 
and the evenings. A number of Association teachers generously 
gave of their time to make the camp a success. The number of 
different boys and girls entertained at the camp was 103. 

Gardening and Nature Study. One of the interesting 
features of this department developed by Superintendent J. L. 
Randall that was entirely new was the boys poultry farm con- 
ducted in connection with the Trace Garden. Each boy had an 
individual coop with six hens. The boys paid for the feed, took 
all care of the poultry and gathered the eggs for home use or for 
sale. When sufficient money had been handed in over and above 
the cost of feed to equal the value of the poultry, the boys 
became onwers of the hens. 

Here is a line of vacant lot activity of very great social and 
educational value. Few activities for boys possess keener interest 
or are richer in educational possibilities than animal husbandry. 
This is a line of work which, together with gardening, might 
restore to city children in a measure a kind of training which has 
been entirely lacking for most city children in this generation. 
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The economic importance of the garden and the poultry- 
coop might in the aggregate be considerable. In one vacant 
lot garden last season were raised and harvested by the children 
before September; 

84 pecks of beans 
524 dozen radishes 
178 '* beets 
426 quart baskets of lettuce 

52 dozen carrots 

2 1 heads of cabbage 

51 dozen tomatoes 

Si dozen ears of corn 

Most of these were of the best quality. It is a genuine 
surprise to many people and to many of the children themselves 
to find how kindly nature makes returns for the care bestowed 
on the gardens. One boy new to the work exclaimed in genuine 
amazement and enthusiasm "Why! we raise stuff fit to eat." 

The nature "hikes" while not entirely a new feature were 
far more frequent and successful than before. Sometimes the 
boys rolled up in their blankets and slept out for the night, re- 
turning early for the vacation school the next day. This inter- 
est of the boys was a far cry from the attitude shown some years 
ago when a teacher took a group of boys for a tramp, one of whom 
threatened that if the teacher ever got him into such a fix again 
he'd knife him. 

A part of the winter nature work has been carried on in 
co-operation with the public schools. This has been the distri- 
bution by sale to school children at cost of flower bulbs. Over 
73,000 of these bulbs were distributed in this way and brought 
to flower by the children in their homes or at school. 

Sewing. The sewing which is one of the Recreation Park 
and Vacation School activities under the Pittsburgh Playground 
Association often suggests to one who has not followed closely 
the methods of this department, the introduction of work into 
the playground movement. That there may be danger of this, 
no one can fail to appreciate. And yet something most desirable 
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if not essential, would be missed from our work if this occupation 
should be wholly dispensed with from our playground centers. 
The sewing in our centers is vitally related to the play interests 
and ' *f elt needs' ' of the children. The Supervisor, Miss Marguerite 
L. McLean, says: "Many interesting incidents occurred show- 
ing how vital a part the rag doll plays in the lives of these child- 
ren. One girl who is conceded the naughtiest in the neighbor- 
hood and whose home-life has nothing in it to make her strong 
and good, said, "When I get mad I just take my doll to bed with 
me and cry myself to sleep." 

No occupation that takes hold of the emotions and the will 
of a child as the rag doll model has of the little girls in our play 
centers, can ever be associated with stultifying work. The free- 
dom of the work, the social intercourse, moving about, conver- 
sation, laughter, singing, smiles and happy looks, safe guards, 
under a leader who knows, every encroachment in the form of 
toil upon the leisure of these little folk. And many here begin 
to learn the great secret that play may be work and work may 
be play; learn here the joy of work, compared to which a fruitless 
leisure is as an apple of Sodom, ashes to the taste. 

Playgrounds and Playrooms for Little Children. A 

prominent and very interesting part of the playground work is 
that for children under ten years of age. This department con- 
trols nearly all the work of the small playgrounds and the work 
for the young children in the recreation parks and vacation 
schools. In two of the parks, Lawrence and Washington, play- 
rooms were open for the youngest children afternoons from 1.30 
to 3.30 and from 3.30 to 5.30 for school children under ten. A 
similar playroom was conducted in the Franklin School Building. 
In the mild weather of spring and also of the fall, five small play- 
grounds for children were kept open after school hours. The 
experiment of providing a leader for the street play of children 
near the Franklin School proved that if children must play in 
the streets, the play can be greatly improved and extended 
thro* an Association play leader. It is a pleasant sight to see 
the children of the streets gather from all directions about the 
leader on her arrival and the street become for the time a jolly, 
but orderly playground of romping, racing, singing children. 
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The activities of the playgrounds for small children included 
games, songs, stories, occupations, excursions to parks, rivers, 
libraries, carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, stores, gardens, 
etc., which furnished experience and background for plays, 
games, songs and stories. 

In connection with the O'Hara Vacation School an interest- 
ing scheme for the distribution of toys is reported by Supervisor 
Alice M. Corbin. "Several boys kept a toy store. A head 
workman was appointed for the last hour each morning and some 
play work was chosen by each child. When he had completed 
it, the head workman paid him in money (marked milk bottle 
tops) and he was allowed to go to the store and buy what toys he 
could. Regular prices were settled on for each kind of toy. 
Some interesting toys were made by the children. The results 
in co-operative sharing of playground responsibility were splend- 
did. The playground was kept clean and the toys remained in 
good condition because of responsibility of daily ownership." 

Singing. The total attendance in the singing classes for 
the year was 24,670. During the summer two assistants were 
employed to aid Miss Susan T. Canfield, Special Teacher of 
Singing, in this work. Miss Canfield says; 

"The singing in kindergarten classes was greatly improved 
owing to the assistance the department was able to give 
the kindergarten teachers. It was very gratifying to find 
large groups of children looking forward with real pleasure to 
the song periods. In spite of the fact that we play with our 
songs we give a high grade of song and sing them correctly. 

The summer work is of the deepest interest. Coming as 
many of these children do from the poorer homes it is the greatest 
privilege to see the look of stolid indifference change to one of 
lively interest and when once we have succeeded in getting a large 
class of boys to march through a forest with Robin Hood a new 
idea of song is born in them ; it ceases to be an amusing perform- 
ance and becomes a real avenue of expression." 

During the winter from 18 to 21 regular classes have been 
conducted. The new feature of this season's work has been the 
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OAKLAND SCHOOL SECTION AT PLAY FESTIVAL. 

consolidation of the evening boys and girls' classes at Lawrence 
and Ormsby, forming Choral Clubs, singing the first half of the 
evening and dancing the last half. 

The Lawrence Club with an average attendance of 46 has 
prepared two special programs — one given at the Lawrence 
Christmas Party the other at a Washington Park concert. 

The Ormsby choral with the help of Mr. Fred Ashe and his 
cornet made a tour of the South Side, Christmas Eve, singing 
carols at the hospitals and some of the homes. Christmas pro- 
grams were given at all parks, the carols being greatly enjoyed. 

Dramatics. Dramatic play has been an activity in the Rec- 
reation Parks throughout the year. In the summer it was intro- 
duced for the first time systematically into the Vacation Schools. 
Among the girls great interest was manifested in the dramatiza- 
tion of fairly tales. These included such as "The Ten Dancing 
Princesses", "Jack and the Bean Stalk", "The Elves and the 
Shoemaker", "Hansel and Gretel", "Cinderalla" and others. 
The boys of the Wickersham Vacation School gave a thrilling 
Indian show in the Holy Cross School Field after some weeks 
of enthusiastic preparation. The Soho boys developed and 
played an entirely original Indian play and dramatized historic 
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events and King Arthur stories. Hiawatha was attempted by the 
older girls at Ormsby Park. At Washington Park a class of 
older colored girls read "The Blue Bird and "Justice." 

These are but a part of the clubs and a part of the work done. 
Besides the great fun in this dramatic play, one readily recognizes 
not only the strategic opportunity for the development of vivid 
imagination, free and effective expression, perfect control and 
loss of self consciousness, but also the fact that the moral of 
a tale or a poem is here most effectively impressed, because it 
is interpreted in terms of each child's own personality and fixed 
in consciousness by the acting out of the part. In what spirit 
shall Cinderalla endure her trials, the scorn of her sisters, and 
the unkindness of her stepmother ? In what spirit shall she accept 
her change of fortune? In her prosperity, shall she return evil 
or good for the evils done to her in the past? These are moral 
questions raised and answered by our little actors and what is 
still more, every moral decision is put into execution. 

A great loss has been sustained in this department through 
the resignation of Miss Edna V. Fisher, under whose supervision 
this work has been developed. 

Training Courses. The School for Playground Workers 
established in 1909 in co-operation with the University of Pitts- 
burgh has by formal agreement of the Playground Association 
and the University become incorporated into the School of 
Education, University of Pittsburgh. Under the arrangement, 
the entire corps of supervisors of the Playground Association 
and Miss Kennard will become directors of departments or in 
structors in the School of Education. 

In conclusion I desire to express my great appreciation of 
the confidence and council of the Officers and Executive Board of 
the Association, and of the splendid work of the Directors, 
Supervisors and corps of teachers. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

G. E. JOHNSON, 

Superintendent. 
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COST AND ATTENDANCE AT RECREATION PARKS. SMALL PLAY 
GROUNDS, VACATION SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL CENTERS. 



Department. 


Total 
Attendance 


Cost of 

Supplies and 

Teachers 


Per 

Capita 
Cost 


Auditorium (lectures, concerts, dra- 
matics, picture shows) 


13.476 
31,385 

481,893 

8,307 

49,515 

144.350 

6,530 

331.724 

162.325 


1,071.39 

21,947.93 

7,550.00 
3,163.30 


$0.0795 


♦Baths 




Classes — Including Art, Basketry, 
Cooking, Gardening, and Nature 
Study, Manual Training. Physical 
Training. Plays and Games, Sew- 
ing 


.0455 


♦Clubs . 




tLibraries and reading rooms 

Playgrounds and playrooms for 
small children 


.0523 


♦Socials 

♦Spectators 




Swimming pools 


.0195 






Total attendance as above 


1,229.505 





Total expenditure for maintenance of properties, insurance, light, 
and heat, janitors' service. Administration supervision. Teach- 
ers' salaries, supplies and all other expenses of operation $81 ,389. 62 



Q)^t per Participant . 



0.0d6 



Summer Camp for boys and girls, 103 participants, cost $345.63. 
In co-operation with the Public Schools 73,470 bulbs were planted by 
7736 children at an average cost of one and two-fifths cents per bulb. 



♦Costs Indeterminable. 

tMain expense of the department borne by Carengie Librar\ 
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REPORT OF LIBRARY WORK IN THE PLAYGROUNDS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR. 

February 1, 1911 — January 31, 1912. 

To the Superintendent, 

Pittsburgh Playground Association : 

The permanent playground libraries, the ones open through- 
out the year consist of 3,954 volumes, of which 2,151 are at 
Washington Park, 797 at South Side Recreation Park and 1,006 
at Lawrence Park. The books are lent by the Carnegie Library. 
Previous to their purchase they are read and approved by special 
critics in order that only wholesome books may form the collection. 

For two years the most rapid growth in playground libraries 
has been at Washington Park. At the beginning of this year 
the library at this center was open four afternoons and one 
evening. At the close of the year, it is open six afternoons and 
one evening. 

The Lawrence Park Library is open four afternoons and one 
evening, and the South Side Deposit Station is open one after- 
noon. At these periods the children come to select books which 
they take home to read, also some stay to read magazines and 
books in the library until it is time for their appointed classes. 
They are allowed to keep their borrowed books for two weeks. 
In order to be allowed to have a library card a child must be able 
to write his name and tell his address. These are the only re- 
quirements for "starting the library." 

The existing relation between the playground libraries and 
the other forms of activities in a recreation center is well expressed 
in the pedagogy of Squeers in Nicholas Nickleby, where the boy 
first reads his lesson about the window and then goes to wash it. 
So it is with the small boy with his swimming pool ticket before 
him on the library table. He is wholly lost in a book for amateur 
aquatic personages, for he is planning to surprise his school- 
mates with a new side stroke or with a backward plunge. His 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC _ 



36 



PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 



mind is deeply concentrated on these intricacies until the hands 
of the library clock cordially bid him hence to the much antici- 
pated waters of the fieldhouse swimming pool. His pleasure 
there is greatly enhanced by his added knowledge of the subject 
gained the few moments before in the playground reading room. 
Just as the library may ser\'e the patrons of the swimming pool, 
much more is it possible to co-operate with and perpetuate the 
interests of all the other departments of a recreation center. 




A SINCING CLASS. 

Taking first the singing classes which include both boys and 
girls, the library's opportunities are easily seen. After learning 
to read notes, the children ask for books containing the musical 
bars, that they may play the song "on the organ" at home, 
and so share the pla\ ground music with others in the family 
circle. What books could be enjoyed more than these which 
bring to the miner and mill workers' homes sweet songs, and 
which perpetuate for the children the plaground lesson for the 
day. 

Another department where libarry books are in demand by 
both children and parents is that of the cooking classes. Few 
books are more tardily returned than the cook books and few 
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are more thoroughly used. The regular two weeks' limit for a 
cook book is not to be considered, so excessive would be the fines. 

Still another department with interesting relations to the 
library is the manuel training. Books with the names of tools 
and illustrations of their uses, together with plans and designs 
for constructing all articles of interest to boys, from kites to 
aeroplanes, are put to practical use in the class room and in the 
boys' idle hours at home. Such books are very popular. 

The sewing department offers a double opportunity for library 
work, the first that of lending the books which illustrate various 
stitches and designs, together with instructions and practical 
suggestions for all forms of sewing. The second is that of telling 
stories and reading to the girls while they sew. The latter exper- 
iment has been successful and in some centers was made a regular 
feature of the playground library work. The story teller was 
most heartily greeted by all the busy little dressmakers, and the 
books which have been read aloud to these informal groups have 
been especially enjoyed. 

Another department with even more points of contact for 
the library is the art work. Books of this class are quite neces- 
sary for the older boys and girls who do designing and work in 
metals. The story hour also has a large place in this department, 
for by means of the stories the younger children may be made 
familiar with the legends of our classic pictures and with the lives 
of the painters and sculptors whose work they copy. 

The kindergarten is not to be omitted. Here, too, the story 
teller has a fertile field for fairy tales, especially for the ones which 
can afterward be dramatized. Mounted pictures of various 
industries or such pictures as of birds and butterflies can be cir- 
culated to advantage in this department. 

It is in this local co-operation that the larger opportunities 
of the field house libraries may be found. The mere circulation 
of books from such a center, without relation to class interests, 
would be like the one talent which was not doubled. 

For the older boys and girls, reading clubs are formed. At 
Lawrence Park there is a boys' club called the L. P. R. C. (Law- 
rence Park Reading Club). The constitution which the boys 
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formed includes some very original measures, one of* which states 
that **no one shall use profane language during the meeting." 
A club of Jewish girls was formed at Washington Park last year 
and to them Irving's stories were read aloud. 

Some of these girls have become ambitious to write stories. 
One was successful in having her story published by one of the 
daily papers. Others have since brought in stories to be copied 
at the library before being sent for publication. We now have 
an interesting and growing collection, some titles of which are 
'The wages of sin, or A convicts' sacrifice,", "Beauty's message", 
"The Fisherman" (a poem) and "Life of a Russian exile." 

In summer playgrounds the methods are simpler but the 
results no less interesting than in the winter centers. One day 
each week is known as "Library Day " in the vacation schools 
and in the outdoor playgrounds. In 191 1 library work was car- 
ried on in twenty-four such playground centers, including the 
w ork at Lawrence, Washington and South Side Recreation Parks 
which are the permanent centers. 

The total gain in book circulation for 191 1 over that of 1910 
for the summer centers is 1271. The center having the largest 
circulation was OHara. The next in size was the Andrew^s 
School. The smallest centers for library work were Elliott, 160, 
and Junction Hollow, 150. The largest story hour attendance 
w as at the Homewood School where 1314 was the total attendance 
for the five days when stories were told. 

The attendance and circulation at both the winter and summer 
centers have so much increased that new administrative methods 
are necessary. To meet this need the Playground Association 
has appointed two permanent desk assistants, one for Lawrence 
Park and for Washington Park. Their help has been very valu- 
able and especially so because all the student assistants have been 
subject to frequent changes. The library has provided a page 
for the afternoon work at Washington Park, and also the assist- 
ance of twenty-four different students who have in turn been in 
charge of the three playground library centers during the year. 
The most immdiate need is to replace the student help with more 
permanent assistants, since the students' interest in and knowl- 
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edge of the children is of too short duration to meet the needs 
of library centers affording so much larger possibilities than have 
yet been developed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JANE CONARD, 

Supervisor of Playground Libraries 

Approved, SARAH C. N. BOGLE 

Chief of Children's Department. 




THE PIED PIPER CAl LING THE CHILDREN 
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STATISTICS FOR LIBRARY WORK IN PLAYGROUNDS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 

February 1, 1911 to January 31, 1912. 

ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 1 8424 

South Side Recreation Park 5020 

Washington Park 23368 

Total 46812 

Total previous year 39246 

Gain 7566 

CIRCULATION 

Lawrence Park 10737 

South Side Recreation Park 4338 

Washington Park 21270 

Summer Playgrounds 5405 

Total 41750 

Total previous year 34603 

Gain 7147 

REGISTRATION 

Lawrence Park 482 

South Side Recreation Park 171 

Washington Park 790 

Summer Playgrounds 1 587 

Total 3030 

STORY HOUR ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 2049 

South Side Recreation Park 617 

Washington Park 3280 

Summer Playgrounds 8432 

Total 14378 

READING CIRCLE ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 772 

South Side Recreation Park 

Washington Park 112 

Total 884 
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VOLUMES IN LIBRARY 

Lawrence Park 1 006 

South Side Recreation Park 797 

Washington Park 2151 

Summer Playgrounds 3 369 

Total 7323 

LAWRENCE PARK 

Number of periods open 203 

Number of volumes in Library 1006 

Annual attendance 18424 

Annual circulation 10737 

Annual registrations 482 

Reading circle attendance 772 

Story hour attendance 2049 

Home visits 528 

School visits 4 

SOUTH SIDE RECREATION PARK 

Number of periods open 50 

Number of volumes in Library 797 

Annual attendance 5020 

Annual circulation 4338 

Annual regitsrations 171 

Reading circle attendance 

Story jKHjr attendance 617 

Home visits 99 

School visits 3 

WASHINGTON PARK 

Number of periods open 220 

Number of volumes in Library 2151 

Annual attendance 23368 

Annual circulation 21270 

Annual registrations 790 

Reading circle attendance 112 

Story hour attendance 3280 

Home visits 438 

School visits 4 

SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS 

Number of centers from which books were circulated 12 

Number of volumes sent 3369 

Circulation 5405 

Registrations 1 587 

Story hour attendance 8432 
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LIST OF SUPERVISORS, DIRECTORS AND 
TEACHERS, 1911. 

G. E. Johnson, Superintendent. 

John L. Randall, Supervisor of Nature Study and Gardening. 

Alice M. Corbin, Supervisor of Playgrounds and Playrooms for small 

children. 
Marguerite L. McLean, Supervisor of IDomestic Science and Arts. 
Susan T. Canfield, SjDecial Teacher of Singing. 
T. Mc. Black, Director of Lawrence Park. 
W. F. -Ashe. Director of Ormsby Park. 
Will G. LaFavor, Director of Washington Park. 
P. V. Gahan, Physical Training Teacher. 
A. J. Erismann 
James Boyle 
M. Agnes Connell 
Agnes Bums Ferguson 
Karl Heinrich, Physical 
May Bowman. General Accompanist 
Jane Moran, Accompanist 
Bertha Fitzgerald, 
Mabel Lybarger, Art Teacher. 
Elnora Herzsch, Cooking Teacher 
Caroline Pracht 
Jane Conard, Librarian 
Agnes Ma lone 
Catherine Sisk 

Nellie Salton, Nature Study Teacher 
Edith H. Murray, Playground Director. 
Mary Lutz 
Helen Buck, 

Dora M. Cordes " Assistant 

Anna M. Crawford ** 
Jean M. Lytic, Sewing Teacher. 
Florence Ramlack 

Verna O. Hamer Dramatics Teacher. 
Elizabeth Hughes. 
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PITTSBURGH PLAY GROUNDS, VACATION SCHOOLS AND 
RECREATION PARKS 1896-1911. 



Number and cost of maintenance, equipment and permanent inprove- 
ments. 

1896 — Under the Department of Education, Civic Club of Allegheny Cx)unrv, 
Pennsylvania, Miss Beulah E. Kennard, Chairman. 
One School-yard playground in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $125.00. 

1897 — Two School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Two School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny 
Cost $603.72. 

1898 — Four School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $901.50. 

1899 — Nine School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $1,982.45. 

1900 — The Joint Committee of Women's Clubs of Pittsburgh and Vicinity 
formed to take charge of Playgrounds in Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
Nine School -yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation 5ichool in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $3,980.70. 

1901 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation School in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $4,682.41. 

One recreation park in Pittsburgh. 

Appropriation by City $1,500.00— expended $600.00. 

1902 — Twelve School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $7,739.96. 

One Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 
Cost paid by City $800.00. 

1903 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Five School-yard playgrounds with Industrial classes in Allegheny. 
. >nf Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 

Cost $8,138.60 
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1904 — Ten Schcx)l-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 

tiight .School-yard playgrounds with Industrial Classes in Allegheny. 
1 wo Rccreatipn Parks in Pittsburgh. 

Cost $16,362.49. 

$^.000. 00 of above amount appropriated by 0)uncils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

1905 — Pittsburgh and Allegheny Cities had separate committees in charge 
of Playgrounds. Vacation 5k:hools and Recreation Parks. 
Nine 5>chool-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Four Recreation Parks. 

Cost $19,989.05. 

$13,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

190t) — Pittsburgh Playground Association incorporated, N4iss Kennard, 
President. 
Nine School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
5x;ven Recreation Harks and Playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $19,502.05. 

$15,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

1907 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and nine Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Five City Playgrounds. 
Six Recreation Parks. 

Cost $50,139.52. 

$36,000.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks, and 
$10,000.00 transferred from Contingent Fund for erection of tempo- 
rary Art Gallery moved from Schenlev Park to Washington Recreation 
Pafk. 

1908 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Nine City Playgrounds. 
Five Recreation Parks. 

Cost $49,054.63. 
$33,100.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
In addition to the above appropriation there was a Councilmanic Bond 

Issue which provided for Washington Park $25,000.00 

for Lawrence Park 35,000.00 

for Ormsby Park 10.000.00 

Total Bond Issue for Playgrounds $70,000.00 

1909 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh, 
Twelve City Playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five Recreation Parks. 
One Children's Garden. 

Cost $70,138.91. 

$55,425.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
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1910 — Seven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Thirteen City Playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five Recreation Parks. 
Three Children's Gardens. 

Cost $72,384.01. 

$65,610.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for mainten- 
ance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
On November 8. 1910, by a Peoples Bond Issue, $800,000.00 was voted 
for Playgrounds to be used for the purchase of new sites and perman- 
ent improvements. 

191 1 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Thirteen city playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five recreation parks. 
Six children's gardens. 
One Summer (Zainp for boys and girls. 

Cost $81 .389.62. 

$76,956.35 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for mainten- 
ance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 



JENNIE BRADLEY ROESSING, 



Treasurer. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 1911 

Achcson, Jr.. Mrs. M. \V $100.00 

Adams. Mrs. S. Jarvis 10.00 

Aufhammer, J. C 5.00 

Babcock, F. R 25.00 

Bailcv. Mrs. J. H 15.00 

Bailcv, Rcade W 10.00 

Bakcwcll, Miss Marv E 2.00 

Baldwin, W.C .' 5.00 

Beggs. H. C 10. 00 

E3emis & Vosburgh 5 . 00 

Bcnham, Mrs. S. N 25.00 

Bennett, Mrs. J. G 5.00 

Bihlcr. L. C 5 . 00 

Bissell, Mrs. George W. J 15.00 

Black, A. W 50.00 

Blackburn, Mrs. W. VV 15.00 

Bloedel, H. C 5.00 

Botsford, E. P 10.00 

Bradlev, John 5.00 

Brav, Mrs. T. J 5.00 

Brown, Hon. Marshall 5.00 

Buchanan. J. 1 10.00 

Burns, Allen T 10.00 

Bvram, Mrs. H. H 2.00 

Canficld, A. C 5.00 

Cash 5.00 

Cash 1.00 

Cassidv. Mrs W. H 15.00 

Chislctt, Mrs R. E 5.0O 

Clapp, Mrs. George H 10.00 

Clarke. Mrs. Chas. M 8.00 

Clause. Mrs. \V. L 2.00 

Clemson. Mrs. D. M 25.00 

Clifford, Mrs. T. C 10. CO 

Costello, C. W 5.00 

Criss. C. L 5.00 

Crutchfield. J. S 5 00 

Cummins, R. W. 3 . 00 

Cunningham, S. W 5 . 00 

C:urrv. \Vm. L 10.00 

Davis. Mrs. A. M 5.00 

Davis, S. A 10.00 

Davis, W. H 10.00 

Day. Mrs. Thomas P 5 .00 

Decker, Mrs. Omar Scott 5 . 00 

Demmler Bros. Co 10.00 

Dennv, Mrs. Harmar D 5 . 00 

Dennv. Miss Matilda \V 20.00 

Dillon. Leo M 5.00 

Dilworth, Mrs. George W 100. 00 

DjPuv, Mrs. Herbert 50. 00 

Edwards, Mrs. Geo. B 100.00 

Eichenauer. John B 25 . 00 

Ellis, Mrs. S. P 5 . 00 

English Mr. and Mrs. H. D. W 35.00 

Ewing Mrs. Thomas 5 . 00 
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First Unitarian Church 

"John Campbell Society" 35 . 00 

First Unitarian Church 

**Lx)uise Dilworth Beggs Society" 16. 00 

First Unitarian Sunday School 11.14 

Fisher, Mrs. J. J 15.00 

Flinn, William 25 . 00 

Follansbee, Mrs. B. G 10.00 

Follansbce, G. L 5.00 

Foster, Mrs. W. S 2.00 

Frank. Isaac W 10. 00 

Frew, Mrs. W. N 25.00 

Gillespie, Charles D 1 . 00 

Gillespie. Mrs. D. L 5.00 

Gordon, Mrs. George B 25 . 00 

Gormlev, Miss Grace A 5 . 00 

Greth, J. C. Wm 2.00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 5 . 00 

Griffiths, W. J 1 .00 

Guthrie, Mrs. George W 5.00 

Hall, Wm. M 5 . 00 

Hammond, Mrs. James H 5 . 00 

Hanauer, Mr. and Mrs. A. M 5 . 00 

Harbison. Mrs. Ralph W 5.00 

Harbison, Estate of Samuel P 10. 00 

Hart. Mrs. Sarah W 5 . 00 

Hegeman, Miss Annie M 50. 00 

Herron. W. A 5.00 

Hilliard, Mrs. W. H. R 10. 00 

Hirsch, IE 5.00 

Holmes. Mrs. AG 10.00 

Holmes. Mrs. A. V 10. 00 

Hostcttcr. Mrs. D. Herbert 25 . 00 

Houston. James W^ 5 . 00 

Hubbard, Mrs. George 5 . 00 

Irish. Miss Charlotte D 25.00 

Jack-^on. Miss Marv- L 100.00 

Johnson. Mrs. G. E 5.00 

Johnston & Company, W. G 10. 00 

Jones. Mrs. Joseph 1 0. 00 

Kcclan. Frank L 5.00 

Kcllv, Mrs. Samuel R 75.00 

Kirkpatrick. Mrs. John C 5 . 00 

I^nahan. Frank J 5 . 00 

Laughlin. Henrv A 25 . 00 

Lcwin. Dr. A. L 5.00 

Liggett. Thomas 2 . 00 

Lincoln, Mrs. Wm. E 10.00 

Lippincott, James 10. 00 

Lippincott, Mrs. J. C 10. 00 

Llovd, Mrs. Wm 10.00 

Lockhart, Jas. H 100.00 

Lockhart. Kirs. Jas. H 50. 00 

Logan, Mrs. E. P 10.00 

MacFarlane, Mrs. James R 5 . 00 

Marsh. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W 10. 00 

Mason, Mrs. H. Lee, Jr 100.00 

Ma V Drug C x)mpanv 1 . 00 

Mchard, Hon. S. S. ." 10. 00 
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Mellon, W. L 100.00 

Mens Association of Edgcwood Presbyterian Church for Greenfield 

Playground 50.00 

Miller/Mrs. Reuben 25.00 

Mitchell, Miss Elizabeth S 3.00 

Moore. Mrs. Joseph H 50. 00 

Moorehead, Mrs. \Vm. J 3.00 

Murphv, James P 5 . 00 

McAteer, R. Calvin 5.00 

McCandless, S. C 5.00 

McClelland, Mrs. I. H 5.00 

McConway & Torley Company 25 . 00 

McCormick, Mrs. D. C. and Miss Sophia 10. 00 

McCutcheon, Mrs. John L 10.00 

McGirr, F. C 5.00 

McKenzie, C. L 10.00 

McUin Mrs. Will 10.00 

Neale, Mrs. James 5.00 

Neale. John C 5.00 

Neglev. Mrs. Henry H 10.00 

New Era Club 25.00 

Oliver, Mrs. James B 10. 00 

Oppenheimer, A. M 5 . 00 

Osborne, Mrs. L. A 10.00 

Parcels, Mrs. A. J 10.00 

Park. Miss Eleanor G 25.00 

Parker, C. P 5.00 

Patton, Mr. and Mrs. James E. Jr 10. 00 

Peacock, Mrs. A. R 50.00 

♦Petty, Robert B 5.00 

Phipps, Lawrence C 50. 00 

Pittsburgh Brewing Company 20. 00 

Pittsburgh Chapter D. A. R 15.00 

Pittsburgh Colony of New England Women 10. 00 

Pittsburgh Sorosis 5 . 00 

Porter, H. K 50.00 

Porter, H. K. Company 100.00 

Porter, John L '. 10.00 

Porter, Hon. W. D 10.00 

Potter, John E 2. 50 

Rankin. Mrs. A. J 5.00 

Rauh, Marcus 25. 00 

Rca, Mrs. Henry R 25.00 

Rea, Wm. R. . .' 10.00 

Rea, Mrs. Wm. H 5.00 

Reed. Samuel Clarke 10. 00 

Riter, Jospch 10. 00 

Rodgcrs, Wm. B 25.00 

Rosenbaum, H. S 5 . 00 

Satler, Chas. E 10.00 

Schmitt, H. M 5 . 00 

Schoen, Mrs. W. H 25.00 

Schuette, W. H 5 . 00 

Scvmour, S. L 2 . 00 

Shaw, Wilson A 20. 00 

Shepherd, A. B 5.00 

Smith, Mrs. A. C 5.00 



♦Deceased. 
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Smith, Edwin W 25.00 

Smitlev, J. H 25.00 

Snowden. C. L 10. 00 

Sodon, A.J 2.00 

Spccr. John Z 25.00 

Steiner & Voegtly Hardware Company 10. 00 

Stengel, Geo. H 5.00 

Stephenson, Mrs. John G 25 . 00 

Stevenson, Miss Marv E 1 5 . 00 

Stewart, Mrs. D. G./. 5.00 

Stewart Hamilton 10. 00 

Stoebener, G. H 5.00 

Sunday School Class through Miss Jessie A. Smith, Scottdale, Pa 2 . 00 

Sutton. Robert Woods 10. 00 

Tavlor, Mrs. Cephas 5 . 00 

Tavlor, Charles L 10.00 

Tavlor, Mrs. Charles L 5.00 

Tavlor, Edward B 5.00 

Taylor. Samuel A 10.00 

Tener. Mrs. George E 10 . 00 

Thaw, Benjamin 10. 00 

Thompson. John W 2 . 00 

Thompson, Mrs. W. R 100.00 

Travelers' Club 5 . 00 

Turner, James J 100.00 

Wainwright. Miss Abegail E 20. 00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 50. 00 

Wattles J. Harvev 5 . 00 

Wilson, Mrs. C.J 5 . 00 

Wimodausis Club 25 . 00 

Woman's Club of Hazelwood 5 . 00 

Woman's Club of Oakmont 5 . 00 

Woods. Edward A 10. 00 




PIPING THE RATS AWAY 
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MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS MADE TO THE ASSO- 
CIATION DURING THE YEAR. 



Arbuthnot-Stephenson Company — 100 yard sticks. 

Armstrong Cork Company — Ring buoys for swimming pools 
and corks for playrooms. 

Boggs and Buhl — Donation of towels. 

Mr. H. W. Campbell — Donation of cuttings and plants. 

Mrs. T. C. Clifford — Crokinole and combination board and 
games. 

Doubleday-Hill Electric Company — Electric fan. 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Company — 400 girls' bathing suits. 

Louise Dilworth Beggs Society — Dressing dolls. 

Miss Belle S. McMillen — Cuttings of plants. 

M. H. Pickering — Donation of fans. 

Pittsburgh Steel Company — Wire fence for Ormsby Park. 

Twentieth Century Club — 3 book cases. 

J. R. Weldin & Co. (Mr. McKown) — Pencils and Christmas 
cards. 
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PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD. 

HE report of the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh 
Playgrounds this year gives a most interesting 
account of the development of our team play and 
of group organization, especially in our boys' 
teams. For two years we have felt that we were 
only marking time with regard to the extension 
of the playgrounds or development of our physi- 
cal plants. Like Alice in the Looking Glass we have had to 
run very hard even to be able to stand still and not retrograde. 
But in spite of the outward handicaps which have prevented 
us from entering new fields we have made progress in efficiency 
and have maintained our standards. As one after another of 
our activities has been adopted by the Public Schools under 
the new management by a single Board of Public Education 
we have felt ourselves less necessary as a separate institution 
and have come to believe that the playgrounds and play in- 
terests of the children could be best served by having them 
united with the school system. This has been suggested to the 
Board of Public Education and we hope for action in the 
near future. The one reason for maintaining a private asso- 
ciation for the development of play has been the lack of order 
and coherence in our school system. With reorganization of the 
latter this objection has disappeared. 

The bond issue has had no practical results as yet though 
a number of new sites had been determined upon by the close 
of the year. Our city appropriation was not increased over that 
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of 1911 and insistent calls for new gardens and playgrounds 
and extension of the "open*' period caused us to run too close 
to our margin last summer. This made retrenchment necessary 
at the end of the year. Every possible means was used to bring 
down expenses but we were obliged to close the winter centers 
for several weeks in order that we might not find ourselves in 
debt. In spite of this drawback, however, the attendance and 
the spirit at the parks has been most encouraging. Such trying 
times only bring out the strong spirit of co-operation among our 
teachers and their loyalty to the work. 

The classes at the University of Pittsburgh have grown in 
numbers and interest making the play department of the School 
of Education the most complete preparation for playground 
work provided in the country. The Pittsburgh Association 
appreciates this opportunity to contribute to the establishment 
of play ideals and play standards in an institution of higher 
education and realizes that it owes the opportunity to its Superin- 
tendent, Mr. Johnson, whose breadth of view and strong organi- 
zation are better known to those outside of our community than 
they are to many of our own citizens. The volunteer committees, 
the "flower ladies'* and those who contributed flowers added the 
touch of sympathy which has made Pittsburgh Playgrounds so 
unique. May we hope that these qualities of efficiency and 
sympathy may always be united as they have been in the past. 

BEULAH KENNARD, 

President. 

NOTE — ^Since the Annual Meeting, but before the publication of this 
report, we have lost by death one of the valuable members of the Executive 
Board. Mrs. Warren Elsey was an earnest and faithful playground worker for 
many years, serving on school and flower committees as well as on the board 
with efficiency and untiring devotion. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

To the members of the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

Since our last annual meeting 10 regular Board meetings, 
3 adjourned and 1 special meeting have been held at all of which 
the economical conduct of the playgrounds without retarding 
the efficiency has been an important subject for consideration. 

Two members of the Board, Mrs. Wrayand Miss Stevenson, 
have resigned on account of indefinite absence from the city — 
both of whom we lose with regret. Dr. Savage has been added 
to the Advisory Board and Mr. LaFavor, the new Director of 
Washington Park, assumed his duties February 1st, 1912. 

In February by a misunderstanding in the Controller's 
office of the report of our Finance Committee an investigation 
of the affairs of the Playground Association was made by a 
committee appointed by Council. Their report exonerated 
the Association of extravagant expenditures and commended 
the management for its economic and efficient work. The 
yearly appropriation which had been decreased to $70,000, was 
restored to $77,000, about the same amount which had been 
expended the previous year. This was a pleasure to the officers 
whose work is a labor of love and who regret anything that 
hinders their efforts to develop the work of the Playgrounds. 

Retrenchment was made necessary by the failure to receive 
an increase in the appropriation and it was decided that the 
number of centers exclusive of gardens should not exceed those 
of last year. Lawrence Park was opened for neighborhood dancing 
under supervision as exerting a better influence than the public 
dance hall. 

A more comprehensive alliance was entered into with the 
University of Pittsburgh to be valid for three years, the hours 
of instruction given at the University by supervisors and 
teachers not to interfere with their first duty to the playgrounds. 
Pittsburgh is the only city providing this full course of training 
for playground teachers and supervisors and this agreement 
with the University opened a new department in the School 
of Education including Play, Art, Manual Training, Dramatics, 
Gardening and Nature Study, Domestic Science and Domestic 
Arts, Physical Training, Music, Elementary Education, Second- 
ary Education, Higher Education, Administration. 

Mr. Johnson was appointed by the Board of Education to 
the position of Director of Special Schools in connection with 
his work as Playground Superintendent. The offer was declined 
on the grounds that loyalty to the playground and the Univer- 
sity would prevent his adequately carrying out the proposed 
plan. Mr. Johnson, also, on account of his eminent position 
among the Playground workers of the country, was chosen by 
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the Government to visit and report upon the need of play in the 
Indian Schools of the West. He was given a month's leave of 
absence for this mission. 

Our President, Treasurer and a number of teachers attended 
the National Playground Congress held in Cleveland in June 
and the Mayor appointed three men of the Advisory Board as 
representatives of the city. Miss Kennard also spoke at the 
Charities and Corrections Conference held in Cleveland a week 
later. 

As a result of the growing demand for trained playground 
workers, several of our supervisors and teachers have been 
offered more lucrative positions in other cities. In our own 
interest and on account of their increased responsibilities the 
new contracts called for increased salaries and the approval of 
the Board in their work. 

Owing probably to a misconception of many subscribers on 
account of the seemingly large appropriation from the city 
there has been a decrease in the contributors* fund, this adding 
to the further necessity for the closest economy. As the Board 
had authorized the extension of Spring and Fall work we were 
confronted in September by a deficit which called for further 
retrenchment. It was then decided that all Parks should be 
closed for three weeks — later increased to four weeks — this 
affecting the whole corps, though a custodian was in charge 
at each Park during that time. Playrooms were open the first 
two weeks and Library work was continued by the offer of 
Carnegie Librarian at Lawrence, Washington and South Side 
Parks, the Association furnishing light and heat. 

Many repairs were needed and some permanent improve- 
ments made at the Centers, such as outdoor apparatus, a guard 
for the roof of St. Margaret's Hospital, storage room, drains, 
protection for swimming pools, fences, tinting walls, etc. There 
was activity in every department, the Athletic Carnival, the 
Operetta of "The Golden Sickle," the kite flying contest, flower 
distribution and the six weeks exhibit by the Playground Asso- 
ciation at the Exposition, all bringing the public into closer 
touch with the aims of the Association. Sunday evening con- 
certs were given at Washington Park by interested friends of 
the cause, which aid was gratefully acknowledged. The Asso- 
ciation of Women Workers was granted the use of Washington 
Park for their Convention held in May and the Lawrenceville 
Board of Trade the use of a room in Arsenal Park Building for 
their monthly meetings. 

In co-operation with the City Planning Commission an 
effort was made to discover by survey in the vicinity of the Parks 
the play facilities and commercial recreations of the city such 
as dance halls, nickelodeons, river recreation, etc., under the 
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direction of the Playground Association aided by other organiza- 
tions. After considerable work had been done this proved to 
be too great an undertaking without an appropriation and its 
completion was postponed until this could be obtained. 

In the spring the City Planning Commission requested that 
the Board of Education consider the closer identification of the 
public schools and playgrounds and the Playground Board gave 
thoughtful attention to this subject during the summer. There 
has been a revolution in school affairs since the appointment 
of a single Board of Education instead of the 61 district Boards 
and it is the earnest desire of the Executive Board of the Associa- 
tion that this union be established. There have been many 
requests for new playgrounds from all over the city, to all of 
which there is but one reply. It is the decision of the Board 
that in view of the changes in administration and the ever- 
increasing demands of the people the time is ripe for the transfer 
of the playgrounds to the Board of Education. 

The report of the Superintendent will show the activities 
of the children throughout the year and between the lines you may 
read of the beneficent influences op)erating upon these young 
lives to the making of useful citizens. 

All honor to the women who in search of means to better 
the condition of children of those of limited opportunity con- 
ceived and developed the playground system until it has become 
a benefit and a necessity to thousands and a vast responsibility 
to those in charge. And all honor to her (our president) who 
through these many years has willingly borne this responsibility, 
adding burden to burden and has given her loyal and voluntary 
service to the welfare of children. Well may it be said, ''Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto the least of these ye have done 
it unto Me." 

Respectfully submitted. 



(Mrs. Will McLain) 



CLARA E. McLAIN, 
Recording Secretary. 




Young Gakdbnbrs 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

RECEIPTS 1912 

CONTRIBUTORS' FUND 

Balance on hand January 10, 1912 $ 789.38 

Individual contributions 2,823.35 

Dues from Clubs, Associations and Members 88.00 

Carnegie Library for tuition fees of students in play 

courses 1911-12 50.00 

University of Pittsburgh for Normal Work 1,223.32 

Fees received from general students in play courses 1912 . . 296.00 
Allegheny County for rent of room at Washington Park 

as polling station 105.00 

Products taken by pupils 434.74 

Emergency payments of salaries on City payroll refunded 

as collected 470.38 

Proceeds of bulb distribution 933.31 

Bank interest on checking account 25.78 

Miscellaneous 16.64 

Total $7,255.90 

EXPENDITURES 1912 

Salaries — 

Superintendent, Supervisors, Directors, Teachers, Lec- 
turers and general $2,537.44 

University Normal work 838.33 

Printing and Stationery 150.87 

Postage and Telegrams 310.66 

Photographs, Engraving and Advertising 233.71 

Newspaper clippings and Special Information 100.00 

Subscriptions to other organizations and literature 77.00 

Water, ice and towel service 92.10 

Supplies for Christmas [>arties 34.53 

Repairs to skylight at Washington Park 30.00 

Model of Ormsby Park for Exposition Exhibit 25.00 

Amateur Athletic Federation and Ball Field expenses 80.56 

Playground representatives* travelling expenses to meet- 
ings and conventions 106.00 

Emergency f>ayments of salaries on City payrolls refunded 

as collected ;•.••• : 470.38 

Bulbs purchased for distribution, including packing and 

delivery 934.63 

Bathing suits and towels for Lawrence and Ormsby Swim- 
ming Pools 262.87 

Water lines for Porter and Ream gardens 60.00 

Children's car tickets for Schenley Park Field Meet 62.50 

Miscellaneous 39.30 

Total expenditures $6,445.88 

Balance on hand *810.02 

Total $7,255.90 

*This balance was reserved in order to meet payments on contracts for 
work remaining uncompleted at close of fiscal year. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VACATION SCHOOLS AND RECREATION PARKS 11 



RECREATION PARKS ACCOUNT 

Appropriation by City Council for operation and main- 
tenance of Recreation Parks and Playgrounds for 1912 $77,000.00 
Unexpended balance from previous year *156.18 

Total available $77,156.18 



EXPENDITURES 

Salaries — 

Teachers in 37 Parks, Vacation Schools, Playgrounds 
and Gardens, including summer and regular teachers 

at five winter centers $30,220.37 

Superintendent, Supervising and Special Teachers. . . . 14,662.34 

Janitors, custodians, laborers and general 14,097.09 

Office and Clerical work 3,143.66 

Supplies — 

Art Department 119.44 

Basketry Department 53.58 

Cooking Department 233.25 

Dramatics 35.92 

Manual Training Department 441.41 

Music 263.07 

Nature Study Department 817.11 

Physical Training Department 701.73 

Playgrounds and Playrooms for small children 1,434.61 

Sewing Department 563.47 

Swimming 1,625.22 

Equipment, repairs, alterations and additions 3,475.85 

Light and Heat 1,853.84 

Rent of Offices 950.06 

Office supplies 124.66 

Telephones 436.42 

Express 368.57 

Printing and stationery 217.20 

Janitors' and general supplies 1,119.27 

Miscellaneous expenses, including insurance, photog- 
raphy, boiler inspections, etc 198.04 

Total $77,156.18 

*This balance was reserved in order to meet payments on contracts for 
work remaining uncompleted at end of fiscal year. 

JENNIE BRADLEY ROESSING, 

Treasurer. 
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To the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

I hereby certify that the following is a correct report of the amount of 
warrants drawn against appropriation No. 200, during the fiscal year ending 
January 31st, 1913: 

Warrants drawn during the month of Feb., 1912 $ 6,298.44 

" March, 1912 6.208.09 

" April, 1912 6,510.57 

" May, 1912 7,942.01 

'•June, 1912 9,216.55 

"July, 1912 16,401.80 

"Aug. 1912 6,932.58 

"Sept., 1912 4,538.39 

" Oct., 1912 3,963.65 

" Nov., 1912 4,222.14 

"Dec., 1912 1,675,25 

" Jan. 31, 1913 3,246.71 

Total amount warrants drawn $77,156.18 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) E. S. MORROW, 



Pittsburgh, April 15th, 1913. 



Controller City of Pittsburgh. 



April 7, 1913. 



To the Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

In accordance with your instructions, we have made an audit of the 
Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Treasurer of the Pittsburgh Play- 
ground Association, relating to the Contributors* Fund, for the period from 
January 11, 1912, to January 10, 1913. The receipts and disbursements for 
the period may be summarized as follows: 

Balance at January 11, 1912 $ 789.38 

Receipts 6,466.52 

$7,255.90 
Disbursements 6,445.88 

Balance at January 10, 1913 $ 810.02 

We compared the total cash receipts shown by the books with the deposits 
shown by the bank pass-book, and the total disbursements with the with- 
drawals shown by the pass-book. 

We examined all invoices for supplies purchased, together with vouchers 
and cancelled checks in payment of same. 

We obtained a certificate from the Commonwealth Trust Company veri- 
fying the balance in their hands at January 10, 1913, and verified the cash 
on hand by actual count. 

The footings of the various books of account were checked by us. 

We did not examine the records relating to the funds controlled by the 
City Treasurer. 

We wish to record our appreciation of the courtesies extended to us by 
the staff during the course of our examination. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) MARWICK, MITCHELL, PEAT & CO. 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT 

As usual letters requesting information on many subjects 
have come in from various sources. In response to these letters 
have been sent as follows: to Chas. C. Stillman of the Board 
of Public Welfare of Kansas City, Mo., answering questions 
concerning social center work; to Mrs. Jos. A. McCurdy of 
Greensburg in answer to a request to recommend a supervisor 
of playgrounds. To Mr. B. H. L. Gibson in response to a letter 
asking the Playground Association to secure the Liberty Nata- 
torium in Flavel Street. Letters of thanks have gone to Mrs. 
Fred Herzsch, Miss Elizabeth Allen, Miss Susan Canfield, Mr. 
Karl Heinrich, the evening classes at Washington Park and the 
Choral Club at Lawrence Park for entertainment during the 
month of January 1912; to Mr. Herbert Saylor, Miss Mabel 
Lybarger, Mr. Edward Everett for entertainments at Washing- 
ton Park; to Mr. Joseph Meyers of the Pittsburgh Post for 
lectures and moving pictures given to the various playgrounds 
during the months of August and September; and to Mr. Baird 
Patterson for his direction of the moving picture lectures during 
the summer; to Miss Adele Shaw for her work in investigating 
the public dance halls of the city; to Mrs. Adele Williams and* 
Mr. Albert Stoecker for services rendered in painting the stage 
and scenery for the stage at Washington Park; to Marwick, 
Mitchell, Peat & Co. for auditing the books of the Association; 
to Mr. Reynolds of the Alvin Theatre for scenery loaned to the 
Association for use at Washington Park for the production of 
the Operetta given in May; to the Rosenbaum Co. for a dona- 
tion of games; to the Playground Association of America for 
75 copies of pamphlets which were distributed from the Play- 
ground booth at the Pittsburgh Exposition in the fall; to the 
Wimodausis Club for a donation of two dozen dolls and Christmas 
tree trimmings for Washington Park and to the John Hart Chap- 
ter Children of the American Revolution for toys given to Orms- 
by Park for Christmas. 

Two letters of regret were written to Miss Mary Stevenson 
and Mrs. Chas. Wray at the time of their resignation from the 
Board of Directors, their resignations being necessary on account 
of absence from the city. 

There have been only two letters of notification of new mem- 
bership this year and this work we hope will be very much 
greater another year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ANNIE M. CLIFFORD, 

Corresponding Secretary. 
(Mrs. T. C. Clifford) 
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FLOWER COMMITTEES. 

Chairmen Central Committee, Mrs. Samuel S. Miller. 

Miss Mary Flinn. 

O'Hara School Travellers* Club. 

Andrews School Woman's Club of Crafton. 

Ormsby Park Library Club of Knoxville. 

ASSISTANTS ON FLOWER COMMITTEE. 

Miss Katherine Anderson, Mrs. Harry Brown, Miss Ruth 
Bailey, Mrs. Baltz, Mrs. Berry, Miss Laurette Byrne, Mrs. 
Beech, Mrs. T. C. Clifford, Miss Lois Clifford, Miss Sarah 
Colvin, Mrs- George Culley, Mrs. H. P. Crawford, Mrs. J. F. 
Constans, Mrs. Guy E. Campbell, Miss Hazel Constans, Mrs. 
*J. N. Carnes, Jr., Miss Margaret Carnes, Miss Virginia Carnes, 
Miss CajM?l, Mrs. J. C. DeXoon^ Miss Eula DeNoon, Mrs. 
J. C. Dick, Mrs. Daub, Miss Norma Daub, Mrs. Dillion, Mrs. 
Evans, Mrs. Freeze, Miss Mildred Floyd, Mrs. S. C. Gazzam, 
Miss Mary Getty, Miss Ira Gibbon, Miss Goldstein, Mrs. VV. 
S. Guy, Mrs. Gibbon, Miss Florence Harper, Miss Virginia Hann, 
Mrs. George Hubbard, Mrs. T. P. Henderson, Miss Virginia 
Imhoflf, Mrs. George Knotts, Mrs. Thos. Loring, Miss Elizabeth 
Mason, Miss Margaret McMillen, Miss Eugenia Mason, Mrs. 
H. V. Merriman, Miss Merriman, Mrs. Malone, Miss Alice 
Morrison, Miss McCracken, Miss Macrum, Mrs. Massingham, 
Miss Elsie MacCobb, Miss Marie Murphy, Miss Alice McNeil, 
Miss Dorthy Neale, Miss Hannah J. Patterson, Miss Caroline 
Pracht, Miss Piper, Miss Agnes Patterson, Miss Ruth Phelps, 
Mrs. Frank M. Roessing, Mrs. J. O. Reed, Mrs. Rosie, Mrs. 
E. H. Rowles, Miss Helen Reed, Mrs. J. L. Schwenderman, 
Mrs. Harry Slicker, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Annie Schaffer, Miss 
Spink, Miss Kate Scott, Mrs. M. B. Thompson, Mrs. William 
Waters, Mrs. J. L Wallis, Miss Mary White, Miss Marjorie 
Wentz, Mrs. Woodend, Miss Louise Whitby, Miss Emma 
Weisbrod. 
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FLOWER CONTRIBUTORS- 

Miss Ardary, Mrs. M. Baetz, Mr. Borntrager, Miss Ruth 
Bailey, Miss Belleville, Mrs. W. S. Beach, Mrs. D. M. Clemson, 
Mrs. Harvey Childs, Jr., Miss Margaret Clancy, Mrs. Carroll, 
Miss Colville, Chartiers Juniors of Canonsburg, Miss Harriet 
Craig, Civic Club of Mt. Washington, Ray Dashbach, Miss 
Deckman, Mrs. Delaney, Duff Mission Band of First U. P. 
Church, Mrs. Omar Scott Decker, Mrs. Warren Elsey, Miss 
Mary Flinn, Mr. H. C. Frick, Fresh Air Home of Oakmont, 
Miss Catherine Freel, Miss Cora Gerwig, Mrs. Clark W. Harvey, 
Mr. H. J. Heinz, Mrs. Henderson, Miss Annie Hutchison, Mrs, 
M. E. Hill, Mrs. Durbin Home, Miss Hoffman, Miss Effie Mae 
Henry, Mrs. Chas. F. Harris, Mrs. D. G. Krouse, Mrs. Frank 
W. Konely, Miss Elizabeth Kramer, Mrs. Sarah Kramer, Mr. 
Geo. J. Learvof, Mrs. Lazerus, Miss Helen Lawther, Mrs. P. H. 
Murphy, Mrs. John Miller, Miss Maragaret McMillen, Mrs. 
Will McLain, Philathea Class Lorenz Avenue Baptist Church, 
Mrs. S. A. Pickering, Pittsburgh Cut Flower Company, Miss 
Patterson, Mrs. John Phillips and residents of Carrick, Miss 
Annie G. Roberts, residents of Mercer through Miss Margaret 
Forsythe, Randolph & McClements, residents of Canonsburg, 
Master Charles Ray, Mrs. Robbins, Mrs. M. O. Roberts, 
Schenley Park Conservatory through Mr. George W. Burke, 
Mrs. J. L. Schwenderman, Skibo Camp Margaret Morrison 
Girls, A. W. Smith & Company, Miss Emma Steiner, Mrs. 
J. H. Sherrard, Miss Helen Smith, Mrs. J. M. Seldon, William 
Turner, Miss Maze Vandergrift, W. T. C. U. Coraopolis, Mrs. 
E. A. Williams, Winifred Westfall, Mrs. A. Leo Weil, The 
Zieger Company. 

The Committee met on eight days, the distribution of 
flowers being continued until the first of September. About 
24,000 bouquets and many baskets and boxes of loose flowers 
were distributed. 
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SoHo Playground 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

To the Executive Board, 

The Pittsburgh Playground Association. 

Ladies: 

The playground calendar divides naturally into four ses- 
sions, the summer session holding from July to September, the 
fall, from September to November, the winter from November 
to May and the spring from May to July. 

During July and August there were maintained 5 recrea- 
tion parks, 6 small playgrounds, 9 vacation schools, 14 gardens 
and one center in co-operation with the West End Church 
Vacation School. 

The red heat of the sun and the white heat of work of the 
few weeks of the summer term, familiar to all who have kept in 
touch with playground work, was not so exhausting as in the 
fearful summer of 1911 and may have contributed to the general 
good spirit and fine feeling that existed in spite of some other 
unusual troubles. The corps of teachers increased from 70 in 
the spring to 199 in the summer and the sessions changed from 
afternoon and evening to morning and afternoon. 

To the activities of the spring were added wading and swim- 
ming, industrial plays were resumed and there was an extension 
of ball leagues and athletics. 
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Time will permit of only a selection of activities to be 
discussed. 

The garden and nature study work, which was, of course, 
under way early in the spring became in summer a conspicuous 
field of activity. Mr. Randall says: 

''In the number of gardens and the amount of vegetables 
produced this has been the most successful garden season. The 
heavy rain-fall increased the production of leaf and root crops 
and the early, short dry spell came in just the right time to give 
a good yield of beans. It has been reported by one teacher 
that farmers have stopped carrying vegetables that we grow in 
the neighborhood of the garden and two others reported the same 
to be true of beans at the time that crop was ripe in our gardens. 
Mr. Wiseman submitted the following list of products from the 
Brookline garden up to September 15th, and thought that as 
much more would still be harvested." 

Beets — Eleven hundred dozen. 

Radishes — Thirteen hundred dozen. 

Cucumbers — Two thousand. 

Com — One Thousand ears. 

Carrots — Fourteen hundred dozen. 

Turnips — Eighty dozen. 

Beans — Four hundred eighty-two pecks. 

Lettuce — ^Two thousand heads. 

Tomatoes — Four hundred. 

Cabbage — One hundred heads. 

"In the main the gardens presented a very good appearance 
and thus are successful in the minds of the majority of the 
people of the communities in which they are located. Unlike 
all other departments, the apparatus with which we work can 
not be stored away at the end of the Class period, but must be 
left where it can be constantly judged, and many people still 
insist on considering the success in terms of vegetables rather 
than of children. 

''In the number of children attending. Holmes has surpassed 
all of the other gardens since the beginning of the season, but 
during July, Lewis was a close second. In the gardens to which 
the children came directly from the public schools, considerable 
eflfort had to be made to keep up the attendance at the beginning 
of the summer vacation. The children seemed to think that 
since the gardening had been a part of the regular school work, 
it should stop with the school, but post cards sent to the parents 
asking if they did not wish their children to keep up the garden 
work through the summer were eflfective and also brought the 
older people in closer touch with the garden interests. 

"The three garden contests held under the auspices of the 
Commonwealth Trust Co., have demonstrated conclusively, that 
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aside from our own work, there is very little gardening done by 
Pittsburgh children. In each exhibit there have been very few 
exhibitors outside of those registered in playground gardens, 
although the contest was open to any one under twenty-one years 
of age and the prizes are very attractive. I do not believe that 
there is another city in the country that has more thoroughly 
lost its touch with nature than has Pittsburgh. Nature interests 
have not been fostered by any institution and when the child 
reaches the commercial stage there is no background to furnish 
an incentive for the gaining of a practical and paying knowledge 
of agriculture. 

"On the evening of September 18th, a corn roast was given 
by the children of Brookline to their parents, and over five hun- 
dred old and young people met at the garden to dance about the 
fire. Over eight hundred ears of com were served and all were 
pleased with the work of the young gardeners. At Washington 
Park and the Kingsley House gardens, luncheons, from garden 
products, have been prepared for the children and the over supply 
of vegetables such as cucumbers and com at Brookline, but not 
grown at these gardens, have been used to increase these feasts. 
The Washington children thought that vegetables brought 
from other gardens were not quite so good as those of their own 
raising but accepted them on the ground that they were a return 
for the plants raised in the green house and sent out to the 
children at other gardens. The beets and tomatoes from the 
last garden contest were also distributed at Washington and 
Kinglsey House. 

"The Commonwealth Garden Contests added much to the 
interest of the garden season and August 29th, the day of presen- 
tation of the bank books and visit to the Exposition, was a day 
of crowning joy. Several of the children would not send in 
their vegetables, saying *I may not get the same ones back, I 
raised these and I am going to take them home.* Some of our 
children won several prizes and one boy from Wettengal, who had 
a garden for the first time last year, took the 'sweep stake' 
prize. This boy, Raymond Sellers, who was Mr. William's 
first prize gardener last year and this, had a garden with us and 
one at home. Eye trouble prevented his going to school and 
he is very sure just now that he will be a farmer. 

"The garden products on display at the Exi>osition attracted 
much attention and a number of people said, *Why they have 
gardens for children in Pittsburgh and they grow things that 
look fit to eat.'" 

In the mid-summer athletic meet an innovation was 
inaugurated. The progressive advocate of physical training 
and athletics has made much study of the problem of getting 
practically all able-bodied boys to take part in competitive 
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athletics in which on the historical "individualistic" basis, the 
selection has worked more and more to enroll those who need 
them least and to exclude those who need them most. How can 
practically all boys of athletic age of a school or park be enthusias- 
tically interested in our athletic meets? That is the great 
problem of athletics. 

The plan adopted as an experiment was as follows: All 
contests were to be group contests: The teams were to be so 
large that it excluded the possibility of over selection of par- 
ticipants, namely, 100 members. The events were chosen to 
include the chief elements of interest to the spectator of athletic 
contests, intense competition, uncertainty of outcome, or equality 
of competition, and the spectacular; also three of the chief 
elements of competitive interest to boys, speed, strength and 
agility. The events chosen were a five mile relay race, each boy 
running 88 yards, the standing broad jump and tug of war. The 
boys were led to see that the victory depended quite as much 
upon the slow boy or weak boy as upon the swift or strong. The 
ages were limited from 10 to 15. The average age of the team 
was not to be over 12J^. 

It was very difficult, (as was anticipated) to muster a team 
of 100 from each park and school. The difficulty was increased 
by the requiring of each participant to pay a registration fee of 
five cents and to walk to Schenley Park. Members of the 
Association will doubtless recall how in past years boys in parks 
and playgrounds have been inclined to stand upon the supposed 
prerogative of having their fares paid when participating in 
events away from their home center. It turned out, however, 
that 400 boys in all reported at the Oval, but the teams had 
really to be re-organized then and there. So thoroughly had 
the details been worked out and discussed at the teachers* 
meetings and so efficiently had the work of Mr. Gahan and the 
three committees, headed by Messrs. Page, W. F. Ashe and 
Erismann been done, that these immense teams were handled 
with perfect ease and in spite of the fact that the events, as 
usual, were new to the boys and to everybody else, for that 
matter, the meet was an example of smoothness and efficiency. 

The method of conducting the meet was as follows: 

For the relay race, the teams were deployed in squads of 
ten, to each of the ten 88 yard lines of the one-half mile track, 
one boy of each team taking his place on the line, the rest being 
stationed within the oval adjacent to the track, The boys at 
the scratch carried sticks wound with the colors of their respective 
teams which they handed to the next runner as they finished 
their distance. When the boys at a given station were released 
their places were taken by the boys composing the next relay 
at that station. Once started, the race was continuous until 
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every one of the 400 boys had run his distance and the five miles 
had been covered. 

Nothing could exceed the spectacular features of this 
race. It was an ordinary relay race multiplied by 25 in time, 
in space, and in changing fortunes. The accumulation of interest 
was immense and the outcome was uncertain to the very end. 
In teams so large, if the age or weight basis is faithfully applied, 
the average difference between the members of the teams is 
reduced to the very minimum and a close contest inevitably 
results. 

For the standing broad jump, the teams were formed in 
single file, all facing in the same direction. The leaders of the 
several teams jumped, then took their places at the rear of their 
respective teams, the second advancing to the marks made by 
the first jumpers, the whole team advancing equally with its 
new leader. The second men on the teams jumped and took 
their places at the rear as did the first and so on, until all had 
jumped, the teams advancing down the track continuously and 
commensurately with the distance covered by the jumpers. 
The team covering the greatest distance in the one hundred 
jumps won. 

The tug of war was the ordinary standing pull, all four teams 
pulling at once. The two winning teams then pulled the final. 
The time allowed was one minute. This event proved very 
spectacular and exciting, contrary to the expectation of some who 
had never before experienced the thrilling suspense of a real 
tug of war. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that the experiment seemed 
to show : 

(1) That very large teams competing in group contests 
can be handled with greater quickness and facility than an 
equal number of participants in individual contests. 

(2) That the spectacular features and excitement of the 
contests are increased rather than diminished. 

(3) That contests between large teams tend to be closer 
and more uncertaift of the outcome to the last. 

(4) That every boy may become an eager participant in 
every event, realizing that failure to do one's best is as serious 
for the success of his team in the case of the slow and the weak 
as in the case of the swift and the strong. 

Finally, I am inclined to believe that the spirit displayed 
by both the victors and the vanquished after the meet was the 
finest that we had ever seen at one of our meets, as though the 
success of the team enlarged the satisfaction of winning in the 
heart of each boy and as though the bitterness of personal defeat 
were lost in the feeling that all had done what they could and 
had stood together. 
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The boys' meet was held August 3rd. On August 7th two 
meets for girls were held, one at Arsenal, one at Ormsby. The 
centers participating were Arsenal Park, Lawrence Park, O'Hara 
School, Minersville School, Fort Pitt School, Homewood School, 
and Andrews School at Arsenal Park and Ormsby Park, South 
Side Park, Wickersham School, Mt. Washington School, Green- 
field School, Washington Park, and Thad Stevens School at 
Ormsby Park. The events were Tying on of Colors, Standing 
Broad Jump, and Folk Dances in groups of ten. Three hundred 
and forty-seven girls participated in the meet at Arsenal and two 
hundred and eighty-five at Ormsby, making a total of six 
hundred and thirty-two girls in both meets. Miss Connell who 
had general charge of the meet reports: "This meet, being the 
first of its kind ever held by the Pittsburgh Playground Associa- 
tion, showed a deficiency in several respects, but on the whole 
the results were laudable." 

The children as well as the teachers were very enthusiastic 
and several of the schools said, "we had a good time, even though 
we did not win the banner, but next year we are going to win.'* 

The banners were awarded to Arsenal and Ormsby Parks, 
they being the winning teams. 

Two aquatic meets were held at Lawrence and Ormsby 
pools. Two hundred and fifty boys were entered and about 
600 spectators at each pool watched the events. The events 
scheduled were: For boys 8-10 years, 15 yard swim, front dive 
and special dive; boys 11-13 years, 20 yard swim, front dive, 
special dive and candle race; boys 14-16 years, 20 yard swim, 
front dive, fetching and special dive. 

Ormsby Park captured the pennant in one district while 
Lawrence was the winner in the other. 

A dual aquatic meet between the two winners took place 
August 22nd at which Ormsby won the Playground Champion- 
ship in acquatics, 37-31. 

The Baseball League composed of Lawrence, Arsenal, Fort 
Pitt, Washington, South Side and Ormsby Parks, was fairly 
successful in playing off most of the games. Each park played 
each other park two games, one at home and one away. Arsenal 
Park won the pennant, winning 8 out of the 10 games played. 

Local track meets were held at Minersville, O'Hara and 
Andrews schools. These meets stimulated interest in the group 
competition Meet on the 3rd of August. 

We are not even yet done with meets, for the little folks of 
the playgrounds for the younger children met by districts for a 
general play time. The meets of these little folks were not so 
much athletic or competitive as social, but there was, not with- 
standing, activity enough to answer all needs for exercise. 
South Side and Mt. Washington had an informal playday at 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 

South Side; Wickersham, Soho and National Tube met at 
Ormsby; O'Hara, Woolslair and Arsenal were entertained at 
Lawrence; MinersviUe went to Washington Park; Greenfield, 
Sullivan and Lewis joined in a picnic playday at which so many 
mothers were present that the affair seemed like a neighborhood 
festival. Thad. Stevens and West End came together in a nearby 
grove while Larimer celebrated alone with the parents of the 
children. 

Mention should be made of the vacation schools which are 
open only in July and August. The work of the summer was 
less satisfactory than usual on the whole, but only because 
three of the buildings were actually torn down over our heads, 
namely the Mt. Washington School, the Thad. Stevens and 
Andrews. It was necessary to vacate the latter at a day's 
notice, during the fourth week of the session and begin over 
again at the Woolslair. This all interfered with the attendance 
and success of the vacation school work at these centers. One 
vacation school was conducted in co-operation with the West 
End Bible School at the church at the West End. This proved 
a largely attended and enthusiastic center, due in no small 
degree to the interest and personal attention of Mrs. Samuel S. 
Miller. 

The first of September, the calendar shifted. The public 
schools opened and morning and early afternoon work in the 
centers was discontinued and late afternoon and evening work, 
largely out of doors was substituted, the small playgrounds, 
gardens and recreation parks continuing. The extension of 
playground work in Pittsburgh has been and continues to be 
curtailed both in the matter of geographical extension and in 
the matter of hours in which centers are open. During the 
summer vacations, Chicago, for example, has a double shift of 
play leaders. With our single corps, it is not possible to make the 
most of the summer evenings nor of Saturdays and Sundays. 

It is in the winter session from November to May that the 
Pittsburgh Playground Association work is the most unlike the 
majority of cities. What the Recreation centers of Rochester 
were for their neighborhoods, what her evening schools are for 
the domestic and manual arts, what the South Park centers in 
Chicago, are for athletic and other clubs, what social settlements 
in many places are for neighborhood uplift, what the children's 
theater in New York, the boys* clubs, and supervised dance 
halls are for wholesome recreation, our recreation parks, in a 
way, have been for their several neighborhoods in Pittsburgh. 
Have they advanced too far? Not if the work has been well 
done. In no other way can the full, free, self-respecting, whole- 
some play life of a neighborhood find expression nor be so eco- 
nomically administered as in municipal centers offering the widest 
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opportunities for all the desirable play interests of the people. 
Where our centers have failed most is in those cases where lack 
of funds or inadequate plants have denied the fullest success. 

It would not be possible to describe adequately, in the time 
we have, the work of our Recreation Parks last winter. There 
were each week over 200 sessions for various groups in our 5 
parks, that is, it took over 200 items to record the week's schedule 
day by day. 

Among these should be mentioned the nursery playroom 
session from 1:30 to 3:30 P. M. for children under school age. 
Here is attempted, so far as it can be done, to supply these little 
folk with some of the types of play that city conditions and 
particularly tenement house conditions deny. There are walking 
plays, balancing, climbing, sliding, playing with water, floating 
little boats, or water birds; swinging, hanging by the arms; 
building with blocks, tossing, throwing; experimenting with 
hearing and sight and touch; rhythm, music and stories; offering 
just the stimulus and incentive to reactions adapted to the best 
physical, mental and spiritual development at this age. 

Among the more general features at the larger parks the 
past year, I will mention the Choral Club at Lawrence, a club 
of 75 older boys and girls, which met Friday evenings for an 
hour's singing followed by an hour's dancing. The interest and 
attendance of this club have been excellent. It contributed 
$8.55 for music books and gave or assisted in concerts at Lawrence 
and at Washington. 

Also the Beaumont Club (of mothers) which recently con- 
tributed a picture for the Park. Of this club, Mr. Black reports: 
"Among these older women we find the greatest encouragement. 
Many of them come also regularly on Friday evenings to the 
general social evening. They are planning some meetings 
(probably monthly) to which they will invite friends, for the 
discussion of all kinds of domestic problems from the care of the 
children to systematic marketing and are even considering some 
experiments in co-operative buying. There is surely an open 
field here. And our encouragement lies here also. For if we 
never win the full co-operation of this slow moving neighborhood 
in any other way, we will eventually do it by the social partici- 
pation of one individual after another. As old friends drop out 
new ones are coming in at an increasing rate. And a participating 
interest is the most vital." 

At Ormsby last spring was held the unique and interesting 
marble tournament which for a season at least arrested the 
degeneracy of the old-fashioned game of marbles once the pas- 
time of enthusiastic adults in England and still of great interest 
to adolescent Indians in the west. This tournament enlisted 
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six hundred and twenty boys and continued for several weeks. 
It would, indeed, be a boon if this game could be preserved as a 
game of skill for the young lads of the streets, today. 

Ormsby was the center of the only successful attempt to 
provide skating, which by a judicious expenditure of money in 
preparing the ground might, in a fairly cold winter be a con- 
spicuous out-door sport in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Ashe reports the organization of round table conferences 
of social workers on the South Side, which led to much helpful 
discussion and, through the initiative of one of the members. 
Miss Ellis, to the forming of the South Side Gardening and 
Beautifying Association. 

At Washington Park, during the fall and winter there has 
been constructed a series of semi-public dances for the colored 
peopleevery other Saturday night. Mr. LaFavor reports : ' 'These 
dances have been in charge of as committee of five of the repre- 
sentative colored people of the city. This committee gave out 
cards of introduction to all those who applied unless known to 
be undesirable. These cards were exchanged at the Park for 
cards of admission. The dances were entirely free and music 
was furnished by the Association. The floor committee required 
the very best decorum in all dances. There has been great 
enthusiasm and interest among the participants. We have had 
young men and women representing the very best of the colored 
people also some from the humblest wall^ of life. We have 
averaged about one hundred each evening. Folk dances were 
introduced as far as possible." 

The Sunday evening entertainments at Washington Park 
proved very successful and were enjoyed by an average of 80 
persons. There were illustrated talks and lectures on gardening, 
foreign countries and some stories. There have been several 
concerts, two given by the choral clubs of Lawrence and Ormsby 
Parks. 

Time will not allow of mention of a number of departments 
and of the most interesting work those departments have done, 
the sewing, cooking, manual training, arts and crafts, library and 
reading rooms, all of which have their indispensable and con- 
spicuous place in che system; nor of the corrective class of Miss 
Ferguson, nor the working girls clubs which find a home in our 
centers, nor of the swimming pools; nor can we describe ade- 
quately the Operetta "The Golden Sickle'* given at Washington 
Park by the childern from all the centers, nor the exhibit of models, 
pictures and activities of the Pittsburgh Playground Association 
throughout the entire season at the Western Pennsylvania 
Exposition last fall. 
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It is a little less than 18 years back to the time when there 
were no public playgrounds in Pittsburgh. In the crowded sec- 
tions in Pittsburgh there were **no small parks, few open fields, 
and during the vacation months even the school yards were 
closed and locked." At this day, it is somewhat difficult to 
imagine our city entirely without playgrounds for children. And 
yet the conditions in Pittsburgh were not unlike those of nearly 
every city in our country. At that time a very few American 
cities had public playgrounds. Today nearly three hundred 
cities have public playgrounds and nearly as many more have 
made some kind of temporary provision for the play of children. 

The first playground in Pittsburgh cost for maintenance 
$125. I^st year approximately $82,000 was spent in the main- 
tenance of playgrounds, vacation schools and recreation parks 
in the old city of Pittsburgh (not to mention money expended 
by the city in the purchase of playground sites) while in the 
country' at large, nearly $5,000,000 was expended in equipment, 
uf)keep and salaries. 

It was only after repeated attempts that permission was 
obtaini*d of the School Board to open that first school yard play- 
ground in the summer of 1896. In 1912 the Board of Ptiblic 
Pxlucation in Pittsburgh began to issue monthly to grade teachers, 
directions for playing games and for folk dances, instituted 
recesses, morning and afternoon, urged upon teachers the desir- 
ability of leading their pupils in the games and opened public 
sch(xjl buildings evenings for recreation purposes. In 35 cities 
play activities are controlled by the Boards of Education and 
in 9 others partly controlled. 

In 1896 there were no playground leaders with special 
training other than the graduates of kindergarten colleges and 
schools of physical training. For five years the Pittsburgh 
Playground Association has conducted institute work or play- 
ground courses in connection with the University of Pittsburgh 
and now supplies, numerically, one-half the faculty of the School 
of Education. In 1912, there were, in the country at large, 42 
institutions, with established courses for playground workers, 
enrolling as high as 1000 students in the summer course in a single 
institution. 

The first playground in Pittsburgh provided for the younger 
children, only, benches being placed for the ^'little mothers" 
who were admitted only because they brought a baby with them, 
which fact, it is reported, led Joe Riley to borrow Pat Cooney s 
baby so he could gain admission. 

Now the activities of our centers have extended to attract 
for their own sake all ages and conditions from the youngest up 
to the age of three score and more. 
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In 1896 there was no permanent playground home in Pitts- 
burgh, now the buildings and sites in our city are valued at many 
thousands, and in the country at large at many millions. 

In the types of activities a corresponding extension is also 
noted. To the plays, games, songs and stories for the younger 
children have been added gradually through the years such 
activities as physical training, folk dancing, athletics for boys 
and for girls; foot-ball, baseball, basket ball leagues; swimming, 
wading, nursery playrooms; manual training, sewing, cooking; 
gardening, tramping, camping, horticulture, poultry fanning; 
arts and crafts; dramatics; music, choral clubs; libraries and 
reading rooms; game rooms, young men's clubs, working girls' 
clubs, mothers' clubs, social clubs and neighborhood gatherings. 
Few if any other educational or social movements have made 
such rapid progress as the playground movement. It has aroused 
civic bodies, schools, and churches and has been met with open 
arms by the people everywhere. Where will it all end? I believe 
it will never end until every child and every youth and maiden, 
has opportunity for a full and normal life of play. Whatever 
may happen before that day, the spirit and influence of the 
Pittsburgh Playground Association, from 1896^ both at home 
and abroad, may be hindered or delayed, it cannot be stopped 
nor lost. 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. E. JOHNSON, 

Superintendent. 
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COST AND ATTENDANCE AT RECREATION PARKS, SMALL PLAY 
GROLNDS, VACATION SCHOOLS AND GARDENS. 



Lepartment. 


Total 
Attendance 


Cost of 

Supplies and 

Teachers 


Per 

Capita 

Cost 


♦Baths 


27,082 

604,289 

4,325 

59,560 

181,972 

3,408 

108,140 

184,764 


$25,700.25 

8,445.49 
3,103.69 




Classes — Including Art, Basketry, 
Cooking, Dramatics, Gardening 
and Nature Study, Manual 
Training, Physical Training, 
Sewing and Singing 

♦Clubs 


S0.0425 


fLibraries and reading rooms 

Playgrounds and playrooms for 
small children 


.0464 


•Socials 

Swimming pools 

•Miscellaneous (spectators, audi- 
torium, lectures, concerts, etc.) 


.0287 


Total as above 


1.173.540 





Total expenditure for maintenance of properties, light and heat, 
janitors' service, administration, supervision, teachers' salaries, 
supplies and all other expenses of operation $81,358.72 

Cost per Participant 0.0693 

In co-operation with the Public schools, 61,295 bulbs were planted by 
6,101 children. 

In addition to the above, 27,205 bulbs were planted by Playground children 
in Recreation Parks, (hardens and Greenhouse. 

*Cost indeterminable. 

fMain cxpcnFC of tie dcfartmert hcrie by Carrcgic Library 
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REPORT OF LIBRARY WORK IN THE PLAYGROUNDS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR. 

February 1, 1912— January 31, 1913. 

To the Superintendent, 

Pittsburgh Playground Association: 

LAWRENCE PARK 

When making the report for the year previous, it was 
Washington Park which had taken the longest strides and made 
the best records for the year. This year Lawrence Park has 
grown the faster and comes to the goal with the largest gain in 
both attendance and circulation. The total gain in attendance 
at the Playground Libraries for this year is 14,843; of this, 
Lawrence Park has gained 9,456. The total gain in circulation 
is 8,994; and of this Lawrence Park has gained 5,40L The 
ability and personality of the workers has had the most to do 
with the increased interest of the children in the library at this 
center. Another contributing feature to the growth is the fact 
that a larger room was provided for the library work, and the 
children could come in larger numbers. (The smaller library 
room was completely outgrown.) It has been of great advantage 
to have a regular trained children's librarian in charge at this 
center for the greater part of the year. Her interest in the work, 
and in the children, has accomplished infinitely more than could 
be possible from transient assistants. 

Another interesting feature in the growth of the Lawrence 
Park library for the year is that an additional afternoon and, 
recently, an additional evening have been possible to annex to 
the schedule, making the room open five afternoons and two 
evenings. Were it possible to have this reading room open 
every evening the results would be as correspondingly increased. 
The boys, especially, have asked again and again to be permitted 
to come to the library more evenings, Saturday evening being 
their special request. Because of the crowds of older boys and 
girls in the Field House classes every evening and those also who 
loiter about the Park with no special interest, it is greatly to be 
recommended that the library be open every evening, in addition 
to the afternoon hours, which are mostly for the school children 
who cannot come in the evenings. The Lawrence Park library 
possibilities are not yet half developed. If opportunity is pos- 
sible for continued expansion, it will be of real service to the boys 
and girls of the Lawrence Park neighborhood. 

At the Tuesday night club for boys, books of adventure and 
biography have been read. A Wednesday afternoon club for 
younger girls has been organized. The book chosen for them 
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was "Little Women.'* After the reading each week they illus- 
trate the part read by selecting appropriate pictures from dis- 
carded magazines and by mounting them in their folios provided 
for the purpose. These varied folios are most interesting and 
serve to perpetuate the interest of the smaller girls who other- 
wise might be less regular in their attendance. 

The regular Monday afternoon stories have been this year 
from the (ireek myths and from the standard lists of fairy tales. 

A special collection of cook books was provided for the 
adult cooking classes. There were Polish cook books for the 
Polish women. These books were taken to the homes between 
classes and much appreciated. 

The magazines "Good Housekeeping" and "Garden Maga- 
zine" have been circulated continuously. The demand for these 
periodicals exceeded the supply. 

New shelf equipment is being planned in order that more 
books may be received. Provision is to be made for cases for 
the current magazines and for the picture books for the youngest 
readers. The heating and lighting of the new room has been 
perfected and the walls newly tinted so that we close the year 
at Lawrence Park with great improvements over the equipment 
of a year ago. 

SOUTH SIDE RECREATION PARK 

Perpetual motion is the keynote of this deposit station where 
books are circulated once each week in the room used at all other 
times as a gymnasium. Dumb bells lie temptingly about and 
the basket ball baskets are an ever present challenge for stray 
caps. The smooth polished floor is also fine for sliding after 
small shoes have been quiet under desks at school all day. With 
one table (with a white oilcloth cover), two empty boxes for 
desk work and the piano and window sills for book shelves, no 
more complete equipment could be desired. The incoming 
forces are marshalled in one column while the outgoing ones 
face in the opposite direction and in a period of ninety minutes 
as many as 175 books are returned and as many selected and 
marked for home use, while two stories are told and an average 
of five new readers registered. Three assistants have been 
sufficient at this center for the most part. Occasionally it is 
necessary to have an aditional page scale the hills and ferret 
out the overdue books. As a rule the children are more regular 
in returning their books here than they are in the other two 
centers and less books are lost. They are our most responsive 
listeners to stories and the most difficult ones to dismiss at the 
close of the day. The circulation would be doubled with an 
additional afternoon at this center. It has been necessary to 
change the Library Day first from Wednesday to Monday and 
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later from Monday to Thursday. These changes have only 
slightly affected the attendance. Announcements were previ- 
ously made in the school rooms. The gain in circulation for 
South Side Recreation Park is 478, about 10% of the circulation 
for the year. 

WASHINGTON PARK 

Washington Park reading room has been entirely trans- 
formed during this year. A new charging desk and new book 
shelves have been built. A large wood tablet with appro- 
priate quotations for a library was made and presented by Mr. 
La Favor. This was suspended from the ceiling in the middle 
of the room. A number of ferns and evergreen plants were given 
by the Nature study department. A frieze of fairy tale pictures 
was placed on the walls as a border, after the walls were newly 
calcimined. The entire result was very pleasing. Cases for 
current periodicals and picture books are yet to be built. 

Recent statistics show that the children borrowing books 
from Washington Park represent nineteen nationalities, the 
Russian Jews and Syrians forming the largest numbers. 

The reading room has been open six afternoons and two 
evenings each week during this year. Stories are told every 
Wednesday afternoon. Some of the colored children have 
shown unusual ability to tell stories and have been allowed to 
tell their stories to small groups in the library. One of the older 
colored boys has been esf^ecially entertaining in telling the 
Ernest Thompson Seton adventures. A younger colored boy 
tells "Little Black Sambo" and the familiar fairy tales with 
much animation. 

A small collection of books for adults has been a new feature 
of the work. These books are used mostly by the colored women 
who attend the evening classes. 

The gain in attendance for the year is 5,361, and the gain 
in circulation 3,678. 

Thus far, there are at Washington Park Library no reading 
clubs for boys or girls. The mere circulation of books requires the 
entire time of the present force. It would be abundantly worth 
while to have a reading club for the school boys who are regular 
attendants when this can be done in addition to the present 
work. Also clubs for the colored girls would be both profitable 
and enjoyable. In this connection especially it will be of great 
advantage to have a regular assistant in charge as changes neces- 
sarily retard the best results. 

It is this center which is the most needy and the most 
undeveloped. Library activities could be made much more far 
reaching and take a larger part in the recreative and uplifting 
influences of Washington Park, in the future than has yet been 
possible in the three formative years just past. 
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EXPOSITION 

A new departure this year was an exposition of "library 
work in the playgrounds." This was held at Exposition Hall, 
as a part of the Playground activities which were there exhibited. 
A section of five square feet was furnished and equipped to repre- 
sent a typical library or reading room in a Field House. Books, 
bookcases, chairs, posters, pictures and rug were lent by the 
Library and the Training School. The Playground Association 
provided a table for the smallest readers and decorative plants 
and other needed equipment. Nor were the children lacking 
to complete the Model Field House library, for despite the 
crashing allurements of the * 'Great Titanic Disaster" so nearby, 
they filled the small library space continually and, forgetful of 
environment, manifested great interest and joy over the books 
found. No stories could be told because of the continuous and 
unavoidable noises in Machinery Hall. Lists of Hero and Travel 
stories were distributed and special lists provided for parents and 
teachers upon request. 

The one small table crowded with children reading was an 
attractive sight, and manifested to the public the pleasure which 
children derive from children's reading rooms. It also showed 
to those interested that this is one of the several ways in which 
children are given recreation and pleasure in the Field Houses 
of our city. 

SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS 

During the summer of 1912 library work has been one of 
the playground activities in fifteen recreation centers, not in- 
cluding the work at Lawrence Park, Washington Park and the 
South Side Recreation Park, which are permanent library centers 
open throughout the year. The total circulation at these sum- 
mer centers was 4,842. There were less playground centers 
than during the previous year, so the circulation of books was 
necessarily smaller for this year. 

Stories were told once each week at each of the fifteen cen- 
ters. The center having the largest story hour attendance was 
Homewood Vacation School. The attendance there for a period 
of five weeks (five story hour days during the summer) totaled 
1,062. The next in size was the Minersville school, where the 
attendance was 798. At some of the playgrounds the stories 
were told as part of the opening exercises; at others more inform- 
ally to small groups out of doors. The story hours were formed 
according to the wishes of each local playground director. 

The Arsenal Park stories were told by the Librarians from 
the Lawrenceville Branch Library; The Homewood Vacation 
School stories by the Homewood Librarians, at Larimer school 
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by the East Liberty Librarians, at Lewis Lawn by Hazelwood 
Librarians and at Ormsby Park by the South Side Branch 
Librarians. In this way, new readers became interested in the 
Library centers where they might continue to hear the stories 
and borrow books i^fter the close of the vacation schools and 
summer playgrounds. 

A new and large supply of fairy tales and books for small 
children was provided for the summer playgrounds this year. 
The collection of books, 2,364 in all, sent out to summer play- 
grounds consisted also of books donated by the branch libraries. 
Many of these books were previously washed and repaired before 
their term of service in the summer playgrounds. 

The Sullivan Playground achieved the largest circulation 
for this summer; that of 1,582. 

It is interesting to note that the janitor of this center read 
the lives of Queen Victoria, of William the Conqueror, of Napo- 
leon and of Lincoln during the time that library books were cir- 
culated. 

A nearby store was very accommodating by opening its 
doors to the Librarian and her books on the days when the rain 
would otherwise have entirely dispersed bedrabbled crowds of 
children. This was a most active center from May 24th to 
September 27th. The Librarians were provided by the Central 
Children's Room of the Carnegie Library. 

The O'Hara vacation school had the next largest circulation, 
this being 830. The classes were brought in to exchange their 
books by schedule, and the work was very systematically con- 
ducted. 

The Fort Pitt School was next in size in regard to circulation. 
This center was unique in having the Library room used as a 
reading room as well as a distributing center. The playground 
director said that the children were always happy on Library 
days. The classes exchanged their books according to schedule 
and the stories were told in each class room at stated times. 

At the Andrews school the circulation was large. At this 
center their seemed to be a predominance of small brothers and 
sisters who were left in the Library while the older ones attended 
classes. There seemed to be little opportunity for stories at 
this center. 

At the Minersville vacation school books were circulated 
for the first time. Here the stories formed a regular part of 
playground work. By request they were told twice each week 
rather than once as is customary. The stories were told indoors 
where the children sat upon the floor of the main hallway, and 
formed a large semi-circle. 
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At the Mt. Washington vacation school it was necessary to 
change the place for distributing the books from room to room 
because of repairs which were baing made. This was not 
advantageous for the work. Stories were told in the assembly 
hall. 

The Greenfield, Wickersham and National Tube centers 
were the smaller ones, but the books and stories were not the 
less appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JANE CONARD, 

Supervisor of Playground Libraries. 



STATISTICS FOR LIBRARY WORK IN PLAYGROUNDS 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 

February 1, 1912 to January 31, 1913 

ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 27990 

South Side Recreation Park 4936 

Washington Park 28729 

Total 61655 

Total previous year 46812 

Gain 14843 

CIRCULATION 

Lawrence Park 16138 

South Side Recreation Park 4816 

Washington Park 24948 

Summer Playgrounds 4842 

Total, juvenile 50744 

Total, juvenile previous year 41750 

Gain 8994 

Adult circulation, Wash. Park 417 

Total circulation, Playgrounds 51161 

REGISTRATIONS 

Lawrence Park 904 

South Side Recreation Park 193 

Washington Park 784 

Summer Playgrounds 1296 

Total 3177 
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STORY HOUR ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 1478 

South Side Recreation Park 481 

Washington Park 1098 

Summer Playgrounds 6040 

Total 9097 

READING CIRCLE ATTENDANCE 

Lawrence Park 1083 

South Side Recreation Park ' 10 

Washington Park v 479 

Total 1572 

VOLUMES IN LIBRARY 

Lawrence Park 1284 

South Side Recreation Park 876 

Washington Park 2297 

Summer Playgrounds 2364 

Total 6820 

LAWRENCE PARK 

Number of f>eriods of)en 251 

Number of volumes fn Library 1284 

Annual attendance 27990 

Annual circulation 16138 

Annual registrations 904 

Reading circle attendance 1083 

Story hour attendance 1478 

Home visits 633 

School visits * 7 

SOUTH SIDE RECREATION PARK 

Number of periods open 52 

Number of volumes in Library 875 

Annual attendance 4936 

Annual circulation 4816 

Annual registrations 193 

Reading circle attendance 10 

Story hour attendance 481 

Home visits 40 

School visits 2 

WASHINGTON PARK 

Number of periods open 309 

Number of volumes in Library 2297 

Annual attendance 28729 

Annual circulation 24948 

Annual re^strations 784 

Reading circle attendance 479 

Story hour attendance 1098 

Home visits 482 

School visits 2 

SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS 

Number of centers from which books were circulated 9 

Number of volumes sent 2364 

Circulation 4842 

Registrations 1296 

Story hour attendance 6040 
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PITTSBURGH PLAY GROUNDS, VACATION SCHOOLS AND 
RECREATION PARKS, 18%-1912. 



Number and cost of maintenance, equipment and {permanent improve- 
ments. 

1896 — Under the Department of Education, Civic Club of Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, Miss Beulah E. Kennard, Chairman. 
One School-yard playground in Pittsburgh. 
Cost $125.00. 
1897 — Two School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Two School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Co8t $603.72. 
1898 — Four School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School -yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $901.50. 
1899 — Nine School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $1,982.45. 
1900 — ^The Joint Committee of Women's Clubs of Pittsburgh and Vicinity 
formed to take charge of Playgrounds in Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
Nine School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation School in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 
Cost $3,980.70. 
1901 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 
One Vacation School in rittsbui^fh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 

Cost $4,682.41. 
One recreation park in Pittsburgh. 
Appropriation by City $1,500,00— expended $600.00. 
1902 — Twelve School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Three School-yard playgrounds in Allegheny. 

Cost $7,739.%. 
One Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 
Cost paid by City $800.00. 
1903 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Five School-yard playgrounds with Industrial Classes in Allegheny. 
One Recreation Park in Pittsburgh. 

Cost $8,138.60. 
1904 — Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 

Eight School-yard playgrounds with Industrial Classes in Allegheny. 
Two Recreation Parks in Pittsburgh. 

Cost $16,362.49. 
$6,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
1905 — Pittsburgh and Allegheny Cities had separate committees in charge of 
Playgrounds, Vacation Schools and Recreation Parks. 
Nine School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Four Recreation Parks. 

Cost $19,989.05. 
$13,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
1906 — Pittsburgh Playground Association incorporated, Miss Kennard, 
President. 
Nine School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Seven Recreation Parks and Playgrounds in Pittsburgh. 

Cost $19,502.05. 
$15,000.00 of above amount appropriated by Councils for maintenance 
and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
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1907 — ^Ten School-yard playgrounds and nine Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Five City Playgrounds. 
Six Recreation Parks. 

Cost $50,139.52. 
$36,000.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks, and 
$10,000.00 transferred from' Contingent Fund for erection of tempo- 
rary Art Gallery moved from Schenley Park to Washington Recreation 
Park. 
1908 — ^Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Nine City Playgrounds. 
Five Recreation Parks. 

Cost $49,054.63. 
$33,100.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and p>ermanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
In addition to the above appropriation there was a Councilmanic Bond 

Issue which provided for Washington Park $25,000.00 

for Lawrence Park 35,000.00 

for Ormsby Park 10,000.00 

Total Bond Issue for Playgrounds $70,000.00 

1909 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Twelve City Playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five Recreation Parks 
One Children's Garden. 

CkMt $70,138.91. 
$55,425.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for main- 
tenance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

1910 — Seven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Thirteen City Playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five Recreation Parks. 
Three Children's Gardens. 

CkMt $72,384.01. 
$65,610.00 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for mainte- 
nance and p>ermanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 
On November 8, 1910, by a Peoples Bond Issue, $800,000.00 was voted 
for Playgrounds to be used for the purchase of new sites and perma- 
nent improvements. 

1911 — Eleven School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Thirteen city playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five recreation parks. 
Six children's gardens. 
One Summer Camp for boys and girls. 

Cost $81,389.62. 
$76,956.35 of the above amount appropriated by Councils for mainte- 
nance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

1912 — ^Ten School-yard playgrounds and Vacation Schools in Pittsburgh. 
Seven city playgrounds and playrooms. 
Five Recreation Parks. 
Fifteen Children's Gardens 

CkMt $81,358.72. 
$77,000.00 of the above amount appropriated by Council for mainte- 
nance and permanent improvements of Recreation Parks. 

JENNIE BRADLEY ROESSING, 

Treasurer. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 PITTSBURGH PLAYGROUNDS 

CONTRIBUTORS 1912 

Acheson, Mrs. M. VV., Jr $ 20.00 

Adams, Mrs. S. Jarvis ' . . 5.00 

Allen, Miss May L 5.00 

Baliley, Mrs. John H 15.00 

Bailey, Reade W 10. Oo 

Baldwin, W. C 10.00 

Bennett, Mrs. J. G 6.00 

Bihler, L. C 5.00 

Bissell, Mrs. Geo. W. J 10.00 

Bloedel, H. C 5.00 

Boggs & Buhl 10.00 

Bonn, W. M 5.00 

♦Botsford, E. P 5.00 

Bradley, John 5.00 

Brown, Hon. Marshall ' 5.00 

Brown, Louis 5.00 

Buchanan, J. 1 10.00 

Burton, Job 10.00 

Calvert, George H 5 .00 

Cash 5.00 

Cash 1 . 00 

Cassidy, Mrs. W. H 15.00 

Chislett, Mrs. R. E 5.00 

Clemson, Mrs. D. M 25.00 

Cummins, R. W 10.00 

Curry, W. L 10.00 

Cushing, Mrs. W. C 5.00 

Davis, Mrs. A. M 5.00 

Davis, Harry 10.00 

Day, Mrs. Thos. P 5.00 

Decker, Mrs. Omar S 5.00 

Denny, Miss Matilda W 20.00 

Dinkey, A. C 200.00 

DuPuy, Mrs. Herbert 100.00 

Eaton, Mrs. Percival J 3.00 

Edwards, George D 10.00 

Ely, Mrs. Sumner B 3.00 

English, Mrs. H. D. W 25.00 

Epoch Club 25.00 

Ewing, Mrs. Thomas 6 .00 

Follansbee, B. G 25.00 

Follansbee, G. L 5.00 

Foster, Mrs. W. S 2.00 

Frank, Isaac W 26.00 

Gillespie, Mrs. D. L 6.00 

Gordon, Mrs. G. B 26.00 

Graham, Charles J 10.00 

Greth, Mrs. J. C. William 2.00 

Grier, Mrs. Samuel C 6.00 

Griffith, W. J 1.00 

Hailman, George L 10.00 

Hamburger, Phillip 6.00 

Hamilton, Mrs. William D 10.00 

Hanauer, Mr. and Mrs. A. M 6.00 

Harbison, Estate of Samuel P 10.00 

Hart, Mrs. Sarah W 5.00 

* Deceased. 
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Hartley, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R 50.00 

Harton, George M 5.00 

Hartupee, Mrs. William D 5.00 

Hawkins, Mrs. William D., Jr 25.00 

Hilliard, Mrs. W. H. R 10.00 

Hoeveler, Mrs. William A 10.00 

Holmes, A. V 5.00 

Houlden, Robert T.. 1 .00 

Hubbard, Mrs. George 5 . 00 

Irish, Miss Charlotte D 20.00 

Jackson, Miss Mary L 25 . 00 

Johnson, G. E 168.50 

Johnston, Stewart 5 . 00 

Jones, Mrs. Joseph 5 . 00 

Jordan, W. J 1.00 

Keelan, Frank L 5 . 00 

Kelly, Mrs. Samuel R 50.00 

Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Julian 100.00 

Laughlin, Mr. and Mrs. Henry A 25.00 

Laughlin, Mrs. H. H 5.00 

Lewis, Mrs. Florence R 10 . 00 

Liggett, Thomas 1 . 00 

Lincoln, Mrs. William E 10.00 

Lippincott, Mrs. John C 10.00 

Lockhart, James H 100.00 

Logan, Mrs. E. P 5.00 

Marsh, Mr. and Mrs. J. W 10.00 

Marshall, Dr. R. S 10.00 

Mehard, Hon. S. S 5.00 

Mellon, R. B 25.00 

Mellon, W. L 100.00 

Miller, Mrs. Reuben 25.00 

Moore, Mrs. Joseph H 50 . 00 

Moore, Edgar M 1 .00 

Moorhead, Mrs. W. J 3.00 

Mount Washington Citizens for Garden Work — 

Carmalt, Dr. H. G 5.00 

Gangloff, Mrs. C. L 5.00 

Minsinger, Miss Mable 5.00 

McCann, Miss Blanche H 5.00 

McKenna, Miss Ella 5.00 

Rau, Leonard 10.00 

Shaffer, Mrs. Annie 10.00 

Murphy, John & Co 5.00 

McCandless, S. C 5 . 00 

McClelland, Mrs. J. H 5.00 

McConway & Torley Company 25 . 00 

McConway, William 25 . 00 

McCormick, Mrs. D. C 5.00 

McCormick, Miss S. G 5.00 

McCreery & Company 5 . 00 

McCutcheon, Mrs. John L 25.00 

McGirr, Frank C 5.00 

McKenzie, C. L 5.00 

McLain, Mrs. Will 10.00 

Neale, Mrs. James 10 . 00 

Negley, Mrs. Henry H 10.00 

New Era Club 10.00 
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Park, Miss Eleanor G 25.00 

Parker. C. P 5.00 

Patton, Mr. and Mrs. J. E., Jr 10.00 

Peacock. Mrs. Alexander R. — 

Through Twentieth Century Club 50.00 

Pearson, Mrs. George 5.00 

Phipps, Lawrence C 100.00 

Pittsburgh Brewing Company 20.00 

Pittsburgh Colony of New England Women 5.00 

Pittsburgh Sorosis 5.00 

Porter. H. K. Co.. For Lawrence Park 100.00 

Porter. H. K 25.00 

Porter, Hon. W. D 10.00 

Potter, John E 2.00 

Rankin. Mrs. A. J 1 .00 

Rauh. Miss Helen 68.85 

Rauh. Marcus 25.00 

Rea, Mrs. W. H 5.00 

Renshaw. Miss Rebecca F 2 . 00 

Robinson. Mrs. J. Franklin 10.00 

Rosenbaum Company 10.00 

Samson. Harry G 5.00 

Schiller, Mrs. W. B 10.00 

Schmitt. H. M 5.00 

Schoen, W. H 25.00 

Seymour, S. L 5.00 

Shaw. Wilson A 50.00 

Sipe. James B 1 . 00 

Smitley, John H 10.00 

Snowdon. C. L 5 . 00 

Spcer, John Z 50.00 

Steiner & Voegtly Hardware Co 25.00 

Stephenson, Mrs. John G 25.00 

Stevenson. Miss Mary E 15.00 

Stoebener, George H 5.00 

Sunbeam Club of First Unitarian Church 10.00 

Taylor, Mrs. Cephas 5.00 

Taylor, Edward B 5.00 

Thaw, Benjamin 10.00 

Totten, Robert D 5.00 

Travelers* Club 5.00 

Wainwright, Mi.ss Abigail E 15.00 

Walker, Mrs. William 5.00 

Wallace, Miss Isabel 50.00 

Wardrop, Robert 10.00 

Wattles, J. Harvey 5.00 

Weil, Mrs. A. Leo 5.00 

Willock, Harry H 25.00 

Wilson, Columbus J 10.00 

Wimodausis Club 25.00 

Wimodausis Club, for Garden Work in West End 10.00 

Woman's Club of Hazelwood 5.00 

Women's Library Club of Knoxville 10.00 

Woods, Edward A 10.00 

Wurts, Mrs. Alexander J 5.00 

Zahniscr, W. J 5.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS MADE TO THE ASSO- 
CIATION DURING THE YEAR 



Bath Towels — 

Boggs & Buhl, 

Empire Laundry Co., 

Jos. Home Company, 

Pittsburgh Mercantile Co. 
Bathing Suits and Trunks — 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Company, 
("orks — 

Armstrong Cork Company. 
Children's Games — 

Rosenbaum Company. 
Dolls for Christmas Parties — 

Wimodausis Club, 
Pencils — 

John Hart Chapter, Children of the American Revolution. 

J. R. Weldin Co. 
Spool Boxes — 

Jos. Home Company. 



KoKT Pitt May Day 
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LIST OF SUPERVISORS, DIRECTORS AND 
TEACHERS, 1912. 

G. E. Johnson, Superintendent. 

John L. Randall, Supervisor of Nature Study and Gardening. 

Alice M. Corbin, Supervisor of Playgrounds and Playrooms for small 

children. 
Marguerite L. McLean, Supervisor of Domestic Science and Arts. 
Susan T. CanBeld, Special Teacher of Singing. 
T. Mc. C. Black, Director of Lawrence Park. 
W. F. Ashe, Director of Ormsby Park. 
Will G. LaFavor, Director of Washington Park. 
P. V. Gahan, Physical Training Teacher. 
A. J. Erismann, " " " 

M. Agnes Connell, " " " 

Agnes Burns Ferguson *' " 

Karl Heinrich, Physical ** *' 

May Bowman, General Accompanist. , 

Jane Morgan, Accompanist. 
Bertha Fitzgerald, ** 
Mabel Lybarger, Art Teacher. 
Caroline Pracht, Cooking Teacher. 
Jane Conard, Librarian. 
Agnes Malone, " 
Catherine Sisk, " 
Nellie Salton, Nature Study Teacher. 
Edith H. Murray, Playground Director. 
Mary Lutz, " '* 

Helen Buck, 

Dora M. Cordes, " Assistant. 

Anna M. Crawford, " " 

Jean M. Lytle, Sewing Teacher. 
Florence Ramlack, *' " 
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